:mbe r 



Kabariti hails Algerian moves 

' AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti on 
Monday issued a statement hailing the success of a national rec- 
Qodliaaon conference in Algeria which aimed ai ending the rio- 
lence and destruction thar Algeria witnessed over the past five 
years.The prime mmisiCT said he "highly valued the wisdom and 
insight of Algerian President Liamine Zeroual and what be 
k enjoys as a statesman capable of saving his country, exerting 
efforts aiming at reaching common objectives among various 
political groups, as well as reaching a sound basis for national rec- 
onriliarion/’Mt Kabariti also paid tribute to President Zeroual s 
"keenness on stability in Algeria, prevalence of law and providing 
peace and security to the Algerian people.”He called on all the 
Arab parties which have a positive influence in Algeria to extend 
a helping hand to “seize this historic opportunity which signals a 
new era for the Algerian people so that they can assume their nat- 
ural position in the Arab World." 
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Dead children had inhaled poison 

AMMAN (J.T.j — Two children who collapsed and died at their 
home on Wednesday had inhaled some kind of poisonous mater- 
ial. an official source said Monday. "Latest results of laboratory 
tests indicate that the poisonous chemical material found in the 
blood of the children was inhaled and not consumed as believed 
earlier," the official source said. Hanin Mazen Masri, nine, died 
after col lapsing at the door and her six-year-old brother Hani, was 
found dead in a bedroom in their apartment in Abu Qneizah 
Housing in Shmeisani when their mother returned home after 
dropping her husband at work. The children were left alone for 
about 25 minutes, according to a relative. Food poisoning was 
ruled out as cause of death immediately after first tests. One 
source said Monday blood samples were sent abroad for tests, but 
this could not be independently confirmed. Police sources con- 
tacted by the Jordan Tunes said final results of laboratory tests 
were expected to be announced soon. 
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. Netanyahu to hold 
talks with Kohl 
in Bonn 

BONN (AFP) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu will later this 
month travel to Bonn to 
dicuss the Middle East 
peace process with German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl, a 
government spokesman said 
here Monday. During the 
day-long visit on Sept. 26, 
Mr. Kohl will be informed of 
the Israeli government’s 
objectives and discuss ways 
of reinforcing ties between 
Israel and the European 
Union, deputy government 
spokesman Herbert 

Schmuelling said. Mean- 
while, Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat will on Thurs- 
day meet Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel and German 
President Roman Herzog, as 
part of a two-day visit to the 
state of Hesse, west Ger- 
many. At the end of July. Mr. 
Netanyahu announced he 
would visit Germany in Sep- 
tember and that Mr. Kohl 
would pay a return visit to 
Israel in October. The 
. .announcement followed an 
. Exchange of prisoners and 
corpses between Israel and 
the Hizbollah mediated by 
Bemd Schmidbauer. Ger- 
man budget minister. 

Egyptian wargames 
to counter 
nuclear attack 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
Defence Minister Moham* 
mad Hussein Tantawi has 
indicated that military exer- 
cises underway in Egypt 
included responding to a 
potential Israeli nuclear 
attack. "As long as a there is 
a neighbouring country 
which has weapons of mas- 
sive destruction, we .must 
carry out defensive training 
aimed at facing up to a use 
of these weapons to reduce 
■their dangerous effect," he 
itold the government daily Al 
Xjomhoriya in remarks pub- 
lished Monday. The field 
marshal said that the training 
concerned reacting to 
■nuclear, biological and 
■chemical weapons. Accord- 
ing to Western experts Israel 
has nearly 200 nuclear war- , 
heads. Field Marshal Tantawi 
Stressed that the wargames 
which the Egyptian armed 
forces launched earlier this 
-month were pan of a five- i 
year plan and not linked in 
any way to current develop- 
ments in the region. The 10- 
'd ay-long wargames dubbed 
"Badr 96" began Tuesday 
and were described by Field 
Marshal Tantawi as "the 
largest strategic manoeu- 
vres' 1 ever in Egypt. He said 
thar new weapons which he 
did not identify would be 
used. The navy, air force, 
infantry, artillery and para- 
Yoopers as well as comman- 
dos are taking part in the 
manoeuvres which include 
amphibious landing exercis- 


Smoking banned 
on Syrian 
airlines flights 

DAMASCUS (AFP l — 

Smoking is banned on Syrian 
Arab Airlines international 
and domestic flights as of 
October 1 under a decree 
issued Monday by Transport 
Minister Murid Abdul 
Karim. The ban was ordered 
to contribute to the well- 
being of travellers, the offi- 
cial Syrian news agency 
SANA 'said. Il did not men- 
tion wheLher there would be 
a penalty for violating the 
ban. President Hafez Al 
•Hssad last Monday buried 
Syrian media from running 
tobacco advertisements. 
Penalties for violating the 
advertising ban are a prison 
term of four months to one 
vear and a fine of up to about 
100.000 Svrian pounds 
(S2.000 >. ' 


U.S. fails to seal cracks in anti-Iraq coalition 

Clinton says Washington does not seek confrontation with Saddam after Perry mission falls short of goal 


Kuwait accepts to host 5,000 U.S. 
soldiers, but Turkey says it will not 
be a base for anti-Iraq strikes 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

THE UNITED STATES 
was unable to paper over 
the cracks in the anti-Iraq 
coalition Monday, reducing 
the chances of resuming 
military action in the Gulf 
anytime soon. 

Pentagon sources said the 
U.S. has for the moment 
given up on stationing 
additional troops in Kuwait, 
which had reluctantly 
agreed to receive them. 

Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein has recently adopt- 
ed a less confrontational 
style, renewing his promise 
not to fire on allied planes 
patrolling the two no-fly 
zones that cover substantial 
portions of northern and 
southern Iraq. 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton said that the United 
States was not looking for 
a showdown with President 
Saddam, but wants to 


ensure that the no-fly zones 
are enforced. 

“We have sought no con- 
frontation with Saddam 
Hussein. We never did and 
we ’don't now. Mr. Clinton 
told reporters at the Oval 
Office. 

“We do seek enforce the 
no fly-zones” to ensure that 
pilots patrolling those skies 
are safe, he said. 

The United States wants 
limit to Iraq’s ability to 
threaten its neighbours in 
the south, Mr. Clinton said. 

His remarks came as the 
Pentagon was pondering 
whether to send U.S. troops 
to Kuwait, which said earli- 
er it will allow the forces on 
its territory as part of a mil- 
itary buildup in the Gulf. 

“The president has a 
menu of options to choose 
from. Depending on the 
changing situation in the 
Middle East be could or 
could not decide to send 
those troops,” said Lieu- 


tenant Colonel Scon Camp- 
bell, a Pentagon 
spokesman. 

Asked about whether he 
thought U.S. troops can be 
safe in the Gulf region. Mr. 
Clinton said his administra- 
tion is aware that terrorism 
is a problem and will do 
everything it can to protect 
U.S. forces abroad. 

He was speaking as a 
regional tour by the U.S. 
defence chief apparently 
failed to drum up much 
support for military action 
to contain President Sad- 
dam. 

Defense Secretary 
William Perry warned Sun- 
day that Iraq could face a 
new round of attacks unless 
it removes air defences in 
the south of the country' 
posing a danger to U.S., 
British and French pilots 
enforcing “no-fly" zones for 
Iraqi aircraft 

(Continued on page 7} 


Foreign exchange reserves will be 
up by $250 million by end of 1996 


By P.V. Vrvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan 
expects to increase its for- 
eign exchange reserves by 
S250 million by the end of 
this year after it receives 
funds pledged by donors at 
a meeting in Pans in July, 
Planning Minister Rima 
Khalaf said Monday. 

Dr. Khalaf, addressing a 
weekly press briefing 
arranged by Information 
Minister Marwan Muasher, 
also rejected as totally 
groundless rumours that a 
“devaluation” of the Jor- 
danian dinar was under 
consideration. 

“There is no such discus- 
sion or consideration," said 
the minister. 

Dr. Khalaf, who pointedly 
stayed away from assuming 
the posture of speaking on 
behalf of other government 
ministries or departments, 
did not provide an expected 
figure for the country’s for- 
eign exchange reserves, 
which is in the realm of the 
Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ). 



Rima Khalaf 

“I can only tell you that 
we expect to build our for- 
eign exchange reserves by 
$250 million before the end 
of the year.” she said. 

Figures given by the CBJ 
show that the country's 
reserves now ' stand at 
around $625 million. That 
meant an increase of $200 
million from the beginning 
of the year. 

Dr. Khalaf also said the 
government had found that 


it was not necessary to set 
up to a so-called redemp- 
tion fund in foreign curren- 
cy to handle the possibility 
of the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) issuing a 
Palestinian currency. Such 
issuance could lead to a 
demand for dollars in 
exchange for Jordanian 
dinars now in circulation in 
■the Palestinian territories, 
an eventuality that the plan- 
ning minister had raised in 
April. 

“Now we do not believe 
that such a fund is neces- 
sary, but, in any case, we 
are continuing to build our 
reserves to face any eventu- 
ality" she said without 
elaboration. 

According to independent 
expens, the PNA appears to 
have shelved the idea of 
issuing its own currency for 
at least another two years, 
given the need to have hard 
cash or gold reserves to 
support the issuance. 

Dr. Khalaf said Jordan 
expects to receive about 
$600 million this year from 

< Continued on page 7) 


Number of corruption, bribery 
cases sent to court rises to 101 


By a Jordan Tunes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A special com- 
mittee investigating corruption 
and bribery has referred anoth- 
er 38 cases to the general pros- 
ecutors' office, raising to more 
than 100 the number of cases 
sent for trial since the govern- 
ment of Abdul Karim Kabariti 
took office in February. Infor- 
mation Minister Marwan 
Muasher said Monday. 

The minister, in a weekly 
briefing for the press, said 
investigations were continuing 
into other suspected cases of 
corruption and bribery and the 
cases would be sent to court as 
soon as full evidence had been 
gathered. 

Until July 31. the special 
committee, which is headed by 
a senior officer from the Gen- 
eral Intelligence Department 
tGID). sent 63 cases to the 


general prosecutors ’ office. 

Some of the related trials 
have already started and others 
an? expected to begin soon. 

According to Dr. Muasher, 
who was reading out from a 
list that was presented to the 
Council of Ministers by the 
GID committee, the latest 
cases involved 16 violations of 
customs regulations and smug- 
gling. In some cases, goods 
held at the Zarqa Free Zone 
were taken out without paying 
customs duties for sale in the 
local market. 

Customs duties on these 
items would have amounted to 
about JD 300,0000. said Dr. 
Muasher. 

Cigarettes on which customs 
duty would have amounted to 
JD 180.000 were seized in 
another case, according to the 
list. 

Cases of smuggling involved 
mobile telephones, satellite 


receivers and electronic goods 
as well as other goods being 
brought into the country from 
Iraq after evading the customs 
authorities. 

In another case, investigators 
found that the Ministry of Sup- 
ply had purchased Egyptian 
rice at $510 per tonne whereas 
American rice of the same 
specifications and quality was 
available at 5460 per tonne, 
said Dr. Muasher. 

"The , difference is JD 
750,000.” he noted. “This 
means that there has been foul 
play." 

The minister, citing judicial 
confidence pending the formal 
launch of legal proceedings in 
court, did not identify' the sus- 
pects involved in any of the 
case, nor did the list he read 
out from contain any name. 

The cases also involved 

(Continued on page 7) 


Status of Iraqi Kurdistan subject of 
dialogue with Baghdad — Barzani 


DUBAI (Agencies) — The 
status of Iraqi Kurdistan 
should be resolved through 
negotiations with Baghdad, 
the leader of the Iraqi- 
backed Kurdistan the 
Democratic Party (KDP) 
said in an interview pub- 
lished Monday. 

Meanwhile the Iraqi Kur- 
dish legislature chose a 
new r “prime minister" at its 
first sitting since the Iraqi- 
backed KDP seized control 
of Erbil in northern Iraq. 

Ruj Nuri Chawiss of the 
KDP was named to replace 
Kosrat Rassul of the Patri- 
otic Union of Kurdistan 
(?UK), driven out of Eibil 
on Aug. 31 by KDP fight- 
ers and Iraqi troops. 

The Kurdish “parliament" 
met for the first time since 
the inter-Kurdish fighting 
in Erbil, the main city of 
Iraqi Kurdistan and its self- 
declared capital since 1992. 

Mr. Chawiss expressed 
“hope that the new govern- 
ment team will acknowl- 
edge the principle of rnulti- 
partyism, that peace and 
stability will be the rule in 


Hebronites 
demand 
reopening 
of market 

HEBRON (AFP.) — Hun- 
dreds of Palestinians staged 
a protest in this West Bank 
town Monday to demand 
the reopening of a fruit and 
vegetable market closed by 
the Israeli authorities two- 
and-a-half years ago. 

Israeli security forces 
blocked the demonstrators 
from reaching the market, 
located close to Hebron’s 
Jewish quarter, where some 
400 settlers live, but wit- 
nesses said there were no 
confrontations. 

The protesters were led 
by Hebron Mayor 
Mustapha Natshe and 
included many Palestinians 
who traded at the market 
and were deprived of their 
livelihood by the Israeli 
shutdown. 

Israeli authorities closed 
the market in February 
1994 to prevent violence 
between Arabs and Jews 
following the massacre of 
at least 30 worshippers by 
a Jewish extremist at the 
Ibrahimi Mosque. 

“We wanted to reopen 
our shops so we could 
return to our normal work,” 
shopowner Mohammad 
Abdul Hadi Nasreddin told 
AFP. "Bur the police 
stopped us from reaching 
the shops." 

Another shopowner, 
Sharif A3 Rajabi, said: 
“The demonstration shows 
that we have not forgotten 
our property. We will sit 
outside on the doorsteps of 
our shops until we get our 
rights. 

“We are staging peaceful 
demonstrations and there 
will be more and more if 
there is no response.*’ he 
said. “But the situation 
could explode.” 

Mr. Natshe said he met 
afterwards with the head of 
die Israeli military admin- 
istration for Hebron to “ask 
for at least a trial opening 
of the market followed by a 
security assessment. But 
that was refused." 

(Continued on page 7) 


Iraqi Kurdistan and that our 
neighbours will be reas- 
sured that we won’t cause 
problems for them .** 

Of the 105 members of 


parliament — 50 PUK. 50 
KDP and five independents 
— 68 participated in the 
session Monday, including 
17 PUK and 47 KDP 


deputies, Hazem Al Yussu- 
fi. vice-president of the 
KDP deputies, said. 

(Continued on page 7) 



Fighters of the pro-Baghdad Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) atop a vehicle at a 
checkpoint at the entrance to the northern city of Erbil. A group of journalists on an 
Iraqi government-arranged visit to Erbil was banned from entering Erbil on Sunday 
(Reuters photo) 


Jordan pledges continued 
support for ICRC activities 


AMMAN (Petra) . — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
said Monday that Jordan 
will continue its support 
for the activities of the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC) 
because the Kingdom plays 
a pivotal role in the affairs 
of the Middle East region 
and is deeply concerned 
with its humanitarian 
issues. 

Speaking at a meeting at 
the Royal Court with visit- 


ing ICRC President Come- 
lio Sommaruga. the Regent 
said he hoped that the 
ICRC will give special 
attention to the question of 
minorities and issues result- 
ing from religious strife. 

Mr. Sommaruga voiced 
appreciation to the 
Regent’s relentless efforts 
in promoting humanitarian 
work. 

“Prince Hassan ’s concern 
over humanitarian issues 
has given the ICRC further 
impetus to consolidate its 


activities at the 
international level.” said 
Mr. Sommaruga, who cited 
Prince Hassan ’s call for the 
introduction of humanitari- 
an service as a subject to be 
taught at schools as a 
reflection of the Regent’s 
concern over humanitarian 
activities. 

Prince Hassan hosted a 
dinner on Sunday in honour 
of heads of delegates 
attending the 26th meeting 

(Continued on page 7) 


Mubarak urges Netanyahu to 
build confidence with Arabs 


CAIRO (Agencies) — 
Egyptian President Hosoi 
Mubarak has said his coun- 
try and Jordan, which have 
peace treaties with Israel, 
are afraid to keep going in 
that direction if Israel does 
not rake a step toward the 
Arabs. 

"So far, in the Arab 
world, only Egypt and Jor- 
dan are dealing with Israel 
and if we are nor working 
tow r ards peace then the 
countries which cooperate 
(with Israel) will be afraid," 
Mr. Mubarak said in 
remarks to be broadcast 


Monday night on an Israeli 
television station. 

“The Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter (Benjamin Netanyahu) 
said he won’t budge but 
something must be made 
clear. Take a step to appease 
your public opinion and 
Arab public opinion” Mr. 
Mubarak said. 

“(Palestinian President 
Yasser) Arafat told me that 
the . meeting with 
Netanyahu didn't yield any- 
thing. Not one step for- 
ward. The result is difficult, 
and we're the ones who 
take the* fallout. We cannot 


go against the current,” he 
added, referring to the 
numerous Arab voices 
raised against those who 
deal with Israel. 

“I’m calling for the Israeli 
government to be aware of 
this situation,” he said, 
“There are agreements 
(concluded with the Pales- 
tinians) and if there isn't 
rapid ’ progress he 
(Netanyahu) should at least 
take a first step,” Mr. 
Mubarak said. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Prominent Muslim and Serb 
candidates take early lead 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
The candidates of the three 
main Bosnian nationalist 
parties — Muslim, Croat 
and Serb — were well in 
the lead in the race for 
Bosnia's three -in ember 
joint presidency, with more 
than 200.000 votes count- 
ed, early official results 
said. . 

President Alija Izetbegov- 
ic, of the Muslim Party for 
Democratic Action, had 
82.64 per cent of the vote 
against ills chief rival for 
the seat reserved for a Mus- 


lim Organisation for Secu- 
rity and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE), officials 
said. His rival, former Pre- 
mier Haris Silajdzic. had 
14.43 per cent 

The top Croat nationalist 
Kresimir Zubak, candidate 
for the Croatian Democrat- 
ic Union, had moved into 
the lead with 90.79 per cent 
of votes counted for the 
Croat seat on the presiden- 
cy. over his closest rival Ivo 
Komsic, a more moderate 
Croat, the results showed. 

And in the one municipal- 


ity in the Serb-run half of 
Bosnia so far counted, 
Momcilo Krajisnik, leading 
candidate for the extreme 
Serb nationalist SDS, had 
84.62 per cent of the votes 
cast, well ahead of his near- 
est rival MJaden Ivanic, the 
results showed. 

The winner of the last 
elections, in 1990. Muslim 
rebel Fikret Abdic, scored 
under one per cent of the 
vote. 

The results concerned the 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Iraq tops agenda 
of IAEA assembly 


VIENNA (AFP) — Some 
700 delegates from more 
than 100 countries gath- 
ered here Monday for the 
annual general assembly 
of the International Atom- 
ic Energy Agency (IAEA), 
with the situation in Iraq 
at the top of the agenda. 

In his opening speech, 
IAEA Director General 
Hans Blix said the U.S.- 
iraq crisis was preventing 
the agency carcying out 
some of its inspections in 
Iraq. 

Under the terms of the 
U.N. resolutions passed at 
the end of the Gulf war in 
1991, the IAEA was given 
the task of. dismantling 
Iraq's nuclear arms pro- 
gramme by the U.N. 
Security Council. 

Since then the Vienna- 
based agency has carried 
oul “more * than 600 
inspections, the majority 
of which were conducted 
without prior notice.” to 
ensure that Baghdad has 
not resumed its illegal 
nuclear activities, Mr. 
Blix said. 

Following the first U.S. 
strike on Sept 3, IAEA 
inspectors have remained 
in Baghdad and “continue 
their ongoing monitoring 
and verification activi- 
ties," Mr. Blix said. 

However, the agency's 
activities outside the capi- 
tal will only resume when 
"conditions permit,” Mr. 
Blix said, noting that fight- 
ing had seriously affected 
transport between Bagh- 
dad and the rest of the 
country. 

IAEA spokesman David 
Kyd told AFP the agency 
had stopped inspections 
outside Baghdad because 
it needed a minimum of 
cooperation with the 
Iraqis. 

According to Mr. Kyd. in 
Baghdad, the IAEA has 
three inspectors who have 
permanent accreditation 
from the- Iraqi authorities. 

In accordance with usual 
rota patterns, two other 
inspectors returned from 
Iraq last weekend and 
another left for the capital. 


In his speech. Mr. Blix 
added that the IAEA was 
continuing its examina- 
tion of more than 40,000 
documents provided by 
Baghdad on its secret mil- 
itary programme, follow- 
ing the defection of Gener- 
al Hussein Kamel Hassan, 
a son-in-law. who was sub- 
sequently killed, of Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein. 

He added that Iraq had a 
few days ago passed to the 
agency a ‘full, final and 
complete declaration" on 
its former nuclear pro- 
gramme. 

Monday's meeting also 
saw Moldova’s admission 
to the IAEA, which was 
passed unanimously by the 
101 countries attending. In 
total. 124 countries 
belong to the IAEA. 

Earlier one diplomat 
said, "if there is no new 
American military attack 
in Iraq, nothing much will 
come out of' the IAEA 
reunion. 

Several senior officials 
are attending the confer- 
ence, including U.S. Sec- 
retary of Energy Hazel 
O'Leary. Russian Atomic 
Energy Minister Viktor 
Mikhailov, Iranian Vice 
President Reza Amrollahi 
and Iraqi Minister for 
Higher Education and Sci- 
entific Research Abd A1 
Ghafiir. 

The conference will 
approve the IAEA’s 1997 
budget ($262.6 million) 
and a series of resolutions 
at the close of the meeting 
on Friday. 

Resolutions regarding 
Iraq will be toned down 
compared with last year's 
text, in view of Baghdad's 
cooperation with the 
agency's inspection teams, 
IAEA sources said. 

The conference will also 
approve a series of broad 
guidelines on a controver- 
sial plan to reinforce IAEA 
inspections in member 
countries, to prevent the 
development of illegal 
nuclear arms pro- 
grammes. 


Kabariti reaffirms support for Palestinians 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti Monday reviewed 
with Israeli parliament 
member and head of the 
Arab Democratic Party 
Abdul Wahab Darawsheh 
the general situation in the 
Middle East and the peace 
process. 

Mr. Kabariti reasserted 
Ionian's stand in support of 
the Palestinian people's 
quest for freedom and 
independence. 

Following the meeting, 
Mr Darawsheh told Iordan 



Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti on Monday meets 


Television that the govern- 


ment of Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Becyamin Netanyahu 
has been laying obstacles in 
the path of peace. 

“The present Israeli gov- 
ernment continues to lay 
obstacles id the path of 
progress towards a compre- 
hensive peace and the 
implementation of the Oslo 
accords with the Palestini- 


wifch Israeli parliament 
Darawsheh (Petra photo) 

ans,” said Mr. Darawsheh. 

"The Arab countries are 
currently exerting serious 
efforts to pressure 
Netanyahu into implement- 
ing the accords and comply 
with the requirements of 
peace.” added Mr Dara- 
wsheh. He urged all Arab 
countries to exert their 


member Abdul Wahab 


efforts towards helping the 
Palestinians in their quest 
for freedom and ensuring a 
lasting peace settlement. 

Referring to Arab mem- 
bers of die Knesset and- 
their endeavours, be said: 
"These deputies are doing 
all they can to win the sup- 
port of the Israeli public in 


pressuring the Israeli gov- 
ernment to implement the 
Oslo accords.” 

‘Tomorrow the Knesset 
will hold an extraordinary 
session to examine the 
opposition's proposals that 
demand an Israeli with- 
drawal from Hebron and 
the execution of all agree- 
ments with the Palestini- 
ans,” noted Darawsheh 
said. Expressing apprecia- 
tion oUordan’s stand vis-a- 
vis the Palestine cause, Mr. 
Darawsheh called on the 
Arab countries to work out 
an integrated plan to give 
momentum to the peace 
process. 

He also voiced Palestin- 
ian people's appreciation of 
Jordan's arrangements for 
Arab students from Israel to 
join Jordanian universities, 
adding that this reflects the 
strong ties between the Jor- 
danian and the Palestinian 
people. 


Kabul: Pakistani elements 
damaging bilateral relations 


KABUL (AFP) — The 
embattled Afghan govern- 
ment Monday accused ele- 
ments in Pakistan of interfer- 
ing in Afghanistan following 
the dramatic advances of the 
Taleban militia in eastern 
provinces. 

The state high council said ' 
at a meeting here that “some 
elements” in Pakistan, 
including the interior minis- 
ter. were trying to disrupt 
relations between Islamabad 
and Kabul. 

The council asked Pak- 
istan's Islamic parties, par- 
liament, politicians and the 
people to block the involve- 
ment of the “selfish ele- 
ments” in the internal affairs 
of Afghanistan, said Abdul 
Aziz Murad, a spokesman 
for President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani. 

. ‘!We believe that there are 
soffi^dRctes within PaSStan, 
including. Interior '.Minister 
Naseengah Babar, who do . 
interferes the home affairs 
of Afghanistan,” Mr. Murad 
said. 

Mr. Babar. a retired gener- 
al, has been accused of back- 
ing the Taleban militia, a 


charge he denies. 

The Kabul government has 
frequently accused Pakistan 
of supporting the Taleban 
religious militia, which 
sprang up 22 months ago 
from the Koranic schools in 
southwestern Afghanistan 
with the goal of toppling Mr. 
Rabbani and enforcing 
Islamic law across the war 
ravaged country. 

Pakistan also denies aiding 
the Taleban. 

The militia last week over- 
ran two major provincial 
capitals in eastern 
Afghanistan — Jalalabad in 
Nangarhar province and 
Mebtarlam of nearby Lagh- 
man province. 

Mr. Murad alleged that 
Pakistan dispatched arras 
and ammunition to the Tale- 
ban in Nangarhar. 

He. also claimed that an 
officer of Pakistan's military ■ 
intelligence service awarded 
a medal for heroism and 
$500,000 cash to Mulla 
Boijan, a top Taleban com- 
mander who led the advance 
into the garrison city of 
Jalalabad. 

The state-run Radio Kabul 


claimed on Friday that jets 
flying from a Pakistani air- 
base in the border town of 
Peshawar bombarded Soro- 
bi, 70 kilometers east of 
Kabul. 

Islamabad has denied 
Kabul's recent accusations 
of involvement in the Tale- 
ban's successive territorial 
gains and stressed its “com- 
plete neutrality” in the fac- 
tional war in Afghanistan. 

Kabul-Islamabad ties hit 
an all-time low in September 
last year when thousands of 
pro-government demonstra- 
tors who blamed Pakistan for 
the loss of western Herat 
province to the Taleban set 
the Pakistan embassy here 
on fire and beat up its diplo- 
mats, killing one employee. 

Bilateral relations showed 
signs of improvement fol- 
lowing the visit to Islamabad 
- last month by a. high-pow- 
' ered 1 ■ delegation '-led by ' 
Afghan Interior Minister ■ 
Yunus Qanooni. « 

Pakistan accepted an offi- 
cial apology from Kabul and 
had agreed to consider 
reopening its embassy in 
Kabul. 


Lebanese 
goes on 
trial for 
German fire 


LUEBECK (R) — A 
young Lebanese refugee 
went on trial on Monday 
accused of starting a fire 
that killed 10 people last 
January in the worst disas- 
ter to hit an asylum-seek- 
ers* hostel in Germany. 

Safwan Eid, a civil war 
refugee who had lived in 
the bouse in the northern 
city of Luebeck since 1990 
with nine members of his 
family, was charged with 
aggravated arson and negli- 
gently causing bodily 
harm. 

Prosecutors initially 
charged him with murder 
but later revised this. 

The fire killed six people 
from Zaire, a man from 
Benin, a Lebanese and a 
woman from Angola with 
her six-year-old daughter. 
Thirty eight people were 
injured. 

' ^‘Anti-racist and left-wing 
groups demonstrated out- 
side the court to lobby for 
Mr. Eid's release, saying he 
was a victim of racial per- 
secution and that the fire 
was a neo-Nazi attack. 


West Bank farmer in ‘fight to the finish’ with Jewish settlers 


AYNABUS, West Bank 
(AFP) — A 62-year-old 
Palestinian farmer here has 
been locked in a “struggle 
to survive" with a group of 
armed Jewish settlers who 
have shot at him. taken his 
land and burned his crops. 

"I am a fish and these 
mountains are the sea. If 
they take me out I will die " 
Hisham Suleiman told AFP. 
pointing out to his fields 
outside Aynabus village, 
some 40 kilometres north of 
Jerusalem. 

"But I'll never give up. 
It's better for me to die 
here." he said. 


Mr. Suleiman stands 
against a group of residents 
from the nearby Jewish set- 
tlement of Yitzhar who last 
February set up 12 mobile 
homes in his fields of 
olives, grapes and pome- 
granates. 

Mr. Suleiman eventually 
won a court order forcing 
their withdrawal, but set- 
tlers in three homes have 
refused to leave, and their 
mobile homes are stiU visi- 
ble from Mr. Suleiman's 
house. 

The remaining settlers, 
armed with guns, have 
since barred farmers from 


reaching their fields, Mr. 
Suleiman and other vil- 
lagers said. 

‘There are nearly 1 50 
hectares of land in Aynabus 
and the neighbouring vil- 
lages of Hawara and Orif 
which its owners could not 
work on this year because 
of the settlers” said Samih 
Yousef, a worder in 
Aynabus. 

But alone among his 
neighbours. Mr. Suleiman 
has refused to back down. 

Soon after arriving, the 
settlers burned down 350 of 
Mr. Suleiman's olive trees, 
and the blaze also took out 


a barn and stables on his 
land, he said. 

“I made a complaint to 
Israeli authorities which is 
still under review. But I 
decided to take matters into 
my own hands and rebuild 
the barn and replant the 
land.” he said. 

Later, one of the settlers 
got in a fistfight with Mr. 
Suleiman in his fields. 
Another settler who saw the 
fight shot at the old man, 
wounding him with shrap- 
nel from the shot. 

Last week, the settlers 
stole five of Mr. Suleiman's 
horses. One of his six sons. 


Hazza. said he went into 
Yitzhar to retreive them and 
was “beat up and terrorised 
for three hours." 

“I also lost a suitcase 
which held checks worth 
$50,000 inside,” said Mr. 
Hazza, who holds Ameri- 
can citizenship. Three oth- 
ers of Mr, Suleiman's sons 
live in the United States. 
Despite the clashes and the 
settlers' continuing pres- 
ence on his land, Mr. 
Suleiman insists on walking 
his fields twice a day to sur- 
vey the growing. "Why 
should a few people control 
the fates of three whole vil- 


lages?" he said. 

. Around 145,000 Jewish 
settlers live in the West 
Bank, not including those 
in Arab East Jerusalem, 
most of them in settlements 
built close to Arab villages 
and towns, according to 
official statistics. 

After he came to power in 
June, Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
announced an end to the 
freeze on building settle- 
ments in the occupied West 
Bank which his Labour 
Party predecessors had 
imposed. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Netanyahu to hold talks with Kohl in Bonn4 






BONN (AFP) — Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin A 
Netanyahu will later this month travel to Bonn to dicuss 
the Middle East peace process with German Chancellor ; 
Helmut Kohl, a government spokesman said here Mod- 
day. During the day-long visit on Sept. 26, Mr. Kohl wjjj '■■■ 
be informed of the- Israeli government’s objectives a®j - 
discuss ways of reinforcing ties between Israel and the 
European Union, deputy government spokesman Herben • 
Schmueliing said. Meanwhile, Palestinian Preside^ 
Yasser Arafat will on Thursday meet Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel and German President Roman Herzog, as • 
part of a two-day visit to the state of Hesse, west G ti- 
many. At the end of July, Mr. Netanyahu announced he 
would visit Germany in September and that Mr. Kohl ■ • 
would pay a return visit to Israel in October. The «/■ 
announcement followed an exchange of prisoners and 
corpses between Israel and the Hizbollah mediated by 
Bemd Schmidbauer. German budget minister. 


Egyptian wargames to counter nuclear attack 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian Defence Minister Moham- 
mad Hussein Tantawi has indicated that military exercis- 
es underway in Egypt included responding to a potential 
Israeli nuclear attack. “As long as a there is a neighbour, 
ing country which has weapons of massive destruction 
we must carry out defensive training aimed at facing op 1 
to a use of these weapons to reduce their dangerous 
effect,” he told the government daily A1 Gomhoriya in 
remarks published Monday. The field marshal said that 
the training concerned reacting to nuclear, biological and 
chemical weapons. According to Western experts Israel 
has nearly 200 nuclear warheads. Field Marshal Tantawi 
stressed that the wargames which the- Egyptian aimed 
forces launched earlier this month were part of a five-year 
plan and not finked in any way to current developments 
in the region. The 10-day-long wargames dubbed “Badr 
96" began Tuesday and were described by Reid Marshal 
Tantawi as “the largest strategic manoeuvres” ever in 
Egypt. He said that new weapons which he did not iden- 
tify would be used. The navy, air force, infantry, artillery 
and paratroopers as well as commandos are taking pan 
in the manoeuvres which include amphibious landing 
exercises. 


Smoking banned on Syrian airlines flights 



DAMASCUS (AFP) — Smoking is banned on Syrian 
Arab Airlines international and domestic flights as of 
October 1 under a decree issued Monday by Transport 
Minister Mufid Abdul Karim. The ban was ordered W 
contribute to the well-being of travellers, the official Sypj 
ian news agency SANA said. It did not mention whether 
there would be a penalty for violating the ban. President 
Hafez A1 Assad last Monday barred Syrian media from 
running tobacco advertisements. Penalties for violating 
the advertising ban are a prison term of four months to 
one year and a fine of up to about 100.000 Syrian pounds 
($2,000 ). 
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Arab League urges s ummi t on Somalia in Yemen 


CAIRO (AFP) — The Arab League called On ‘rival 
Somali factions Sunday to take part. in reconciliation 
talks in the Yemeni capital Sanaa at a date yet to be fixed 
In a resolution adopted Sunday night after a meeting of 
Arab League foreign ministers, the league "invited 
Somali factions to take pan in a reconciliation confer- 
ence envisaged in Sanaa, with a view to setting up a 
national authority" in Somalia. An authoritative league 
source said the pan-Arab organisation wanted to put aD 
end to the crisis in Somalia where clan fighting has pre- 
vented the establishment of a national government since 
the overthrow of dictator Mohammed Siad Barre in Jan- 
uary 1991. The sources said a date for the conferenc 
would be set after replies had been received from the var 
ious Somali factions. 


W. 


Mayor killed after banning sale of alcohol 


ANKARA (AFP) — The Muslim mayor of a Black Sea 
town was shot dead by the owner of a pub he had closed 
for selling alcoholic beverages, the Anatolia news 
agency said Monday. It said Nusret OzyurL the mayor of 
Persembe. 250 kilometres east of Istanbul, who had 
been elected from Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan's 
pro-Islamic Welfare Party, died instantly after the attack 
in his office early Monday. The assailant, who had 
accused Ozyurt of ruining his business after closing his 
pub, was at large after the incident. In recent months, sev- 
eral Turkish mayorships controlled by Welfare have lim- 
ited the sale of alcohol and ordered the closure of many 
bars and restaurants where alcoholic beverages had been 
served. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
TcL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

15:05 Iris — The Happy 

Professor 

15:20 Capiain Planet 

15:45 .Comedy — ALF 

16:10 Road loAvonlea 

16:15 Bob Morrison Show 

17:00 News Flash 

17:02 Sciences Cartoon 

17:15 La Vie EX: vane Moi 

17:30 Game Show — 

Lcs Buns Genies 

18:00 M Varieties — Ilntccrale: 

Patrick Gruel 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 Magazine — Ushuaia 

19:30 News Headlines 

19:35 U.N. Programme — - 
Peacekeeping 

20:00 Documcniaiy — Man 
Alive 

20 JO Encounter 

20:45 U.N. A Common Goal — 
Documentary 

21:10 Star Trek — The Next 
Generation 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


22:00 

22:00, 

23:15.. 


23:59. 


04:58., 

06:16. 

PRAYER TIMES 

12:31 . 


16:01 . 


18:45 . 


20:03., 



CHURCHES 


St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh, Tel. 8 1 0740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 632785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la SaBe Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church TeL 
771751. 

Amman international Church 
Tel. 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TcL 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints TeL 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene TcL 

675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman TeL 81 1 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meieorulngv 
Temperatures are expected to 


drop farther becoming relatively 
cool at night but fine during the 
day. Skies will be partly cloudy 
and winds westerly moderate to 
active. In Aqaba, it will hoi and- 
dusty. winds northerly moderate 
to active, and seas calm. 


Amman 1 6/27 

Aqaba 23/36 

Deserts ..14/33 

Jordan Valley 23/35 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 29. Aqaba 38 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 54 per cent 
Aqaba 45 per cent 


Khalifeh pharmacy . — 9854 1 7 
EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre ...6371 J 1 

Cb U Defence Dept 661 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 630341 

Chil Defence Emergency .. 1 99 
Rescue Police 192. 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 6I7I0I 

Blood Bank 775121 


53200 


Centre 


Highway Police 843402 

TVaffic Police 896390 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Fayes Dabbas 759155 

Dr.FakherBBbeia .663412 

Du Adrian Zaghloul -.898140 

Dr. Marin Nbali 830435 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

A1 Asema pharmacy ....637055 
AI Salam pharmacy .....636730 

Yaomb pharmacy .644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy ...637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy ....623672 

Najib pharmacy S47632 

IRBII* 

Dr. Mazen Abu Baldr ..276852 

AI Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Mazen Saffarini .....985832 


Public Security Department 

.>630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints .66 1 176 
Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints ... 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints - 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan .77411 1 

Water Authority..- 6S0100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

- — 815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 

53200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport 08- 


HOSPITALS 
AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical 
813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity.. ...64423 1/6 

Ak3eh Maternity 642441/2 

JabaJ Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas, J. Amman — 636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani >..607071 
Shmeisani Hospital — 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AJ-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

ALAhli Abdflh 6M1W/6 

Italian, Ai-Mnhajreen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. 7751 1 1/26 

Army, Marks 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 

602240/50 

Amal Hospital .674 1 55 

The Arab Centre for Heart 

and Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

- (09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital ..(09)986732 
AI ffikma Modem Hospital 

— -....109)990990 

tRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Cathofic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn AI Nafees Hospital 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 
ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:00 Damascus (RJ > 

08:45 Sanaa (RJ) 

08:55 - — Abo Dhabi (RJ) 1 

l(k20 Beirut (RJ) 

10^5 MuscaL Dubai (RJ) 

l(k50 Doha. Bahrain i RJ) 

17:20 -Cairo (RJ) 

17:30 -London (RJ) 

17:40 .Frankfurt (RJ) 

18:25 Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 


Other Flights 


09:15 

Cairo (MS) 

13:40 

Abu Dhabi (GF) 

14:00 


14:00 


16:00 

..Rome (AZ) 

16-30 


19:35 

....Amsterdam (KL) 

20:20 


2030 

- -Aden (JY) 

21:10. 



..TelAviv (LY) 

<Xh55 

.Bucharest (RO) 

03:00 

Kuwait (KL) 


— (02)247100 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:50 -Aqaba (RW) 

19*45 .Tel Aviv (RW) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
06:35 -Beirut (RJ) 


: ■ it" ■« 

' . i 

09-30 Amsterdam. New York 
(RJ) 

12:10 ..Vienna. Frankfurt (RJ) 
12:1s .Amsterdam. Montreal. 
Toronto (RJ) 

*230 Brussels, Paris (RJ) 

13:00 Geneva. Brussels (RJ) 

13:15 - Cairo (RJ) 

14:05 London tRJ) 

2H10 Lamaca(RJ) 

- Jeddah (RJ) 

21:45 Bahrain. Doha (RJj 

21:45 Damascus (RJ) 

22:20 ~Abu Dhabi, Dubai iRJ) 

22:30 Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

Other Flights 

Beirut (ME) 

091 J3 London (BA j 

J0:1S Cairo iMS) 

14:30 .Abu Dhabi. AI ‘Ain. 
Muscat (GF) 

1^2 - Riyadh (SV» 

1^:45 Munich (YPj 

— Rome(AZ) 

Dubai (EK) 

f 0 * 3 Kuwait (KL) 

-AdentlY) 

.Tel Aviv (LY) 

-Bucharest (RO) 

Amstettiam (KL) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
10:00 Aqaba (Marica Airport 

(RW) 

20i3U Aqaba (Maria Airport 
proceeding to QA1A) (RW) 

HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 
Dep. Amman 8:00 ajn. every 


Monday 

Arc Damascus 5:00 pjn. every 
Monday 

Dep. Damascus 7:30 ajn 
every Sunday 

Ate Amman 5:00 pan. every 
Sunday 


market pri 


CEsf 


Upper/lower price in fils per kg. 

Apple 700600 

Banana .600/806 

Banana (mukhammar) J520K® 

Banana (imported) 760/5$ 

Cabbage 130/80 

Carrot _...L.._30Ofl5O 

Cauliflower. .500/300 

Cucumber (large) .150(106 

Cucumber (small) ....... .280/180 

Eggplant. ,240/lf® 

Fig J0WM6 

Garlic J 700/458 

Grapes 440360 

Guava _ 


Lemon „„ 

Marrow (large). 


350/250 


186/120 

Marrow (small) .340/200 

Mulukhiah 120/70 

Onion (dry) 160/5® 

Okra _.1200/700 

Pea 68QM00 

Pepper (hot) 3401000 


Pepper (sweet) 350/2^P 

Plum .650/45 

Pomegranate 380G50 

Potato _25Q/l50 


String Bean 730/400 

Sweet melon 380/250 

Tomato 220/120 


Water melon , 


JOO/140 
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Home News 

Jerusalem holds key to a just peace — bishop 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, September 17, 1996 


to oiunti-r n 






AMMAN fJ.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti Monday received 
Bishop Samir Qafeeti, head 
of the Arab Evangelical- 
Episcopal Church for 
Jerusalem and the Middle 
East, and expressed Jor- 
dan’s appreciation of the 
Church's voluntary and 
charitable services to the 
entire Arab community 
with a particular emphasis 
on Arab Jerusalem. 

Mr. Kabariti and the bish- 
op reviewed the general sit- 
uation in the holy city and 
the church’s efforts to 'serve 
local Christian and Muslim 
communities. 

Subsequent to the meet- 
ing. Bishop Qafeeti said 
they reviewed joint efforts 
by the church and the gov- 
V eminent in providing ser- 
: vices to the Jordanian com- 
munity as well as the polit- 
ical situation in Jerusalem. 

When asked about the sit- 
uation in Jerusalem. Bishop 
Qafeeti told Jordan Televi- 
sion that: “Jerusalem holds 
the key to a just and com- 
prehensive peace in the 
region, a peace that should 
be enjoyed by the followers 
of the three monotheistic 
religions." 

’There is no doubt that 
the Prime Minister as well 



Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti discusses status of Jerusalem with the bead of 
the Arab Evangelical-Episcopal Church Bishop Samir Qafeeti (Petra photo) 


as His Majesty King Hus- 
sein are both deeply con- 
cerned with maintaining the 
.Arab and religious charac- 
ter of Jerusalem. I am hon- 
oured to have worked with 
Mr. Kabariti on the Royal 
Commission for Jerusalem 
Affairs where we closely 
followed developments in 
the holy city,” added the 
bishop. 

He said: "Jerusalem is of 
utmost importance for 
Muslims and Christians as 
it holds the keys to peace 
for all peopie in the 


region.” 

"Jerusalem is monopo- 
lised and occupied by the 
Israeli government and 
therefore the situation in 
the city is unstable and con- 
fused. Jerusalem should 
not be Judaised nor monop- 
olised by one party but 
rather must be ruled by its 
own people and the follow- 
ers of the three monotheis- 
tic religions have the right 
to this holy city and its 
sacred shrines,” said Bish- 
op Qafeeti. 

"Therefore Jerusalem 


should boast a special sta- 
tus to ensure a peaceful sit- 
uation for everyone con- 
cerned. And all related reli- 
gions and parties should 
participate in political, 
social and other matters 
connected to the city and 
have a say in ruling this city 
which must not remain 
under the rule of one party 
at the expense of the others. 
This city should be restored 
to its own people," he con- 
cluded. 
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Criminal Court asked to modify 
ruling on ‘Udwan Mills’ case 


.. * 

k . •- 


Bv Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Amman 
Criminal Court is expect- 
ed to issue a revised rul- 
ing on OcL S. in the retri- 
al of nine persons, five of 
them of whom were sen- 
tenced to death last year, 
after defence attorneys 
Monday requested the 
court tribunal i, to follow 
the ruling of a higher 1 
court. 

The defendants were 
part of a group of 1 2 peo- 
ple, including two 
women, known as. 
“Udwan Mills.” who 
were found guilty by the 
criminal court of commit- 
ting five murders, several 
armed robberies, thefts. 


attempted murder, kid- 
napping and fraud. 

The Court of Cassation 
has been reviewing their 
case since June of 1995 
and returned the case in 
April, ruling that the 
Criminal Court based its 
ruling on the defendants’ 
confessions and neglect- 
ed to study applicable 
• • evidence. 

yu Ahmad Othroan^.one of 
four defence attorneys 
filed an appeal Monday 
asking the Criminal Court 
to follow the higher 
court's rulings. 

Furthermore. Mr. O th- 
ru an asked the court to 
throw out the defendant's 
confessions "as they were 
extracted tinder duress.” 
During the past three 


years, the court interro- 
gated 160 witnesses in 
one of the longest cases 
to be reported in the 
Kingdom. The group was 
nicknamed “Udwan 
Mills" because they were 
captured in a police raid 
in the Udwan Mills vil- 
lage in Sukbneh. 

Meanwhile,', .Criminal. 
Court Prosecutor -General 
. .Zuhair-.i' Atiatvi .rJMfonddy ■ 
announced . thauJae .has 
closed the case of three 
family members found 
dead in their Naour home 
on July 20, 1996 after 
determining it was a case 
of "murder/suicide.” 

The victims, Bebars 
Sadiq, 40, his 70-year-old 
mother, and his wife, 
Duha Selfeddin. 33, were 


found by relatives in their 
Naour home. Each of the 
three victims were found 
to have sustained one bul- 
let to the head. 

According to Mr. Atiat 
Mr. Sadiq had resigned 
from his job the day of 
the incident. 

Upon returning home, 
Mr...; Arias , stated.- ..Mr. 
Sadiq hadafight with his- 
wife aadmother resulting 
from said resignation. 
Close relatives had said 
that Mr. Sadiq had finan- 
cial problems and was 
depressed. 

“Mr. Sadiq retrieved his 
gun on the second floor, 
shot his mother, then 
went to his room and shot 
himself." the prosecutor 
general said. 
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Ozone protection spotlit in symposium 


AMMAN (J. T.) — Min- 
. ister of Municipal and 
, Rural Affairs and the 
“ Environment Abdul 
: Razzak Tubeishat Mon- 
day opened a synipo- 
: sium regarding protec- 
tion of the ozone layer 
and told his audience 
that at least ten industri- 
al businesses have bene- 
fited . from an 
international fund to 
substitute ozone-harm- 
ful substances with 
, ozone-friendly ones. 

The fund was estab- 
, lished in 19S7 to help 
countries implement 
necessary modifications 
in their production 
processes. 

J According to the Mon- 
treal Protocol of 19S7. 


certain chemicals such 
as chloro-fluorocarbons 
create apertures in the 
ozone layer of gas which 
protects the earth from 
dangerous levels of 
ultraviolet rays. 

“Many factory owners 
have requested that the 
ministry' acquire and 
provide financial assis- 
tance to aid in the con- 
version from damaging 
substances to less nox- 
ious ones,” said the min- 
ister . 

He stated that his min- 
istry will submit propos- 
als for II projects under- 
taken by various Jordan- 
ian industrial businesses 
to the so-titled Montreal 
Fund including one from 
the Jordan Petroleum 


Refinery Company, 
adding that they will 
petition for at least $7 
million to help replace 
harmful substances with 
safe ones. 

According to ministry 
sources, the Kingdom 
has thus far received a 
total of $2.5 million 
from the $510 million 
pledged by several 
nations at the Montreal 
Protocol, directed 
toward such conver- 
sions. 

“The earth’s atmos- 
phere knows no borders 
and the damage to the 
ozone layer by any 
country will adversely 
affect the atmosphere of 
others and therefore 
combined international 


efforts are required to 
deal with the depleted 
ozone,” added the minis- 
ter. 

Director General of the 
General Corporation for 
Environmental Protec- 
tion (GCEP) Dr. Saleh 
Sahareh addressed the 
meeting outlining his 
department’s endeav- 
ours to protea the 
ozone layer. 

Organised at Jerusalem 
Hotel in Amman by the 
GCP to mark the World 
Day for the Protection of 
the Ozone, the meeting 
was attended by repre- 
sentatives of various 
government institutions 
and other related organi- 
sations. 
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FILMS 

• 6:00 p.m. 

" ~0pj*i. ... 

Iranian film < *Narjis”"at Abdul Hameea snoman x ounaatron, Jabal Amman at 7:30 p.m., 

THIRD JORDANIAN CHILDREN’S SONG FESTTOLL 

* PrMMitatinn of contesting children’s songs at the Roya} Cultural i Centre at 6:00 pan. (con- 
testing*^ Algeria. Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Syria, Iraq, Palestine, Lebanon, Egypt, 

Yemen anajordan). ■ 

EXHIBITIONS 



j water cuiuui.9 ** * • • 

exhibition at Darat Ai Eunun, Jabal Weibdeh (including scriptures by Vera 
Tamarifohotofflraphs of Jorda^ vfflages by Ammar Kbammash, works by : contemporary 

a ^^rte“b?art^from 1 Franck and E syP* endUed “^P" 5 Volants’’ 

th *wStaby Si Al F^lt Briaffirl i^ScSlens Street (TeL 687598), until Sept. 17. 


Se min ar studies ways to combine 
economy with preservation 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Specialists 
and decision- makers 
Monday called on all 
countries in the region to 
direct their attention to the 
development of a sus tam- 
eable. non-polluting, less 
noxious industry that they 
may secure a clean envi- 
ronment for future gener- 
ations. 

“Jordan as well as other 
countries in the region are 
at the beginning of new 
economic developments 
and growth and our coun- 
tries need to direct their 
track from the beginning 
to ensure a safe and clean 
environment,” said Walter 
Riidek the representative 
of Friedrich Naumann 
Foundation (FNF) in Jor- 
dan and Lebanon. 

Mr. Riidel was address- 
ing a three-day confer- 
ence entitled “Eco-Man- 
agement in Industry and 
Trade," and said that this 
conference is a first 
attempt to bring vital 
information to the Jordan- 
ian business community 
to bolster economic 
growth in the country. 

“Jordan is moving 

towards a new and more 
intensive economy and 
the Kingdom must con- 
sider the environmental, 
impact of industrial devel- 
opment from the begin- 


VTC 

seminar 



AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Vocational Training' Corpo- 
ration (VTC) will hold a 
general conference regard- 
ing the promotion of voca- 
tional training programmes 
in Jordan. 

The conference will be 
■held in December, instead 
of on Sept 29 as previously 
announced, according to 
VTC Director-General Ali 
Nasrailah. 

The conference will last 
three days and is scheduled 
to analyse reports dealing 
with vocational training 
policies, programmes, cur- 
ricula, the labour market, 
unemployment, guest work- 
ers, vocational t rainin g 
requirements, investments, 
cooperation between voca- 
tional centres, economic 
and industrial business and 
job opportunities for Jor- 
danian workers, said Mr. 
Nasrailah 

He added that the date of 
the meeting was postponed 
in order to allow more time 
for the participating 
reseachers and the public 
and private institutions tak- 
ing part in the meeting to 
prepare their expositions. 

Mr. Nasrailah also stated 
that specialists from the 
ministries of education, 
higher education, planning, 
labour, the Jordanian 
Armed Forces, the United 
Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA), the 
VTC Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation, the Jordan 
Engineers Association, the 
Amman Chamber of Indus- 
try, the Civil Service Com- 
mission, the National Com- 
mission for Population, the 
Jordan Radio and Televi- 
sion Corporation and vari- 
ous universities will take 
part in the meeting. 

The meeting will cover 
Jordanian vocational train- 
ing programmes that they 
be increasingly adapted to 
the local and regional 
labour markets needs as 
well as gear vocational 
training to turn out highly 
qualified workers, said Mr. 
Nasrailah 

He said the meeting will 
also focus on intensification 
of media programmes to 
spread awareness among 
members of the public 
about the importance of 
vocational training for the 
national economy and 
implementation of socio- 
economic development pro- 
jects. 


ning" he stated. 

Mr. Riidel stated that he 
is optimistic about Jordan 
uniting with the industrial 
economic community, 
“[and yet] to ensure its 
success we hope that the 
business community in 
Jordan will take action 
[on environmental related 
concerns] and make prop- 
er decisions.” 

As far as legally man- 
dating a healthy environ- 
ment, Mr. Riidel pointed 
out that Parliament 
recently passed an envi- 
ronmental framework law 
“but is lacking the instru- 
ments to facilitate imple- 
mentation." 

“Jordan needs a system 
of legislation whereby the 
government can impose 
fines on industries which 
pollute while at the same 
time offering incentives 
for the industries who 
demonstrate willingness 
toward environmental 
protection,” Mr. Riidel 
said. 

He said that economies 
can institute methods of 
maximising profit which 
are not dependant on 
resources depletion and 
environmental contami- 
nation. 

“The group of politi- 
cians and environmental- 
ists attending this seminar 
see obstacles and want to 
develop a new sustainable 
economic approach to 


provide a bright future for 
coming generations," he 
said. 

Through this confer- 
ence. Mr. Riidel added, 
specialists ■ will try to 
develop a sustainable eco- 
logical economy while 
providing a link between 
organisations and people 
with innovative ideas." 

“It is of singular impor- 
tance to develop such an 
economy, because it is 
only this which will be 
able to provide new jobs 
in the future and guaran- 
tee a competitive "market 
for the raw materials 
located in the Third 
World. 

Chairman of the Amman 
Chamber of Industry 
(ACI) Khaldoun Abu 
Hassan told those attend- 
ing the meeting that 
domestic production and 
the economy both need a 
proper environment to 
ensure development. 

"Continuous economic 
development will lead to 
high rates of growth 
unless it is surrounded by 
a clean environment free 
of pollutants,” Mr. Abu 
Hassan said. 

For this reason, he 
maintained, the ACI 
established a special 
department in 1991 which 
deals with environmental 
issues. 

Its task, according to 
Mr. Abu Hassan, is to 


control and monitor 
industrial pollution and its 
sources. 

Moreover, the depart- 
ment attempts to direct 
industrialists' attention to 
the necessity of control- 
ling pollution in a scien- 
tific and technical man- 
ner. 

The conference states as 
its goal the introduction of 
an environmentally 
responsive economy and 
to familiarise participants 
with the instruments of 
ecological management. 

Moreover, it is designed 
to convince economists 
and politicians that only 
an environmentally ori- 
ented, creative, market- 
led economy holds the 
potential of securing con- 
tinued growth and the sus- 
tainable well being of 
nations and to offer the 
possibility of bridging the 
gap between economy 
and ecology. 

The conference is in ses- 
sion at »he Philadelphia 
Hotel ■ is organised by 
the and the Jordan 

Environment Society 
(JES) 

The gathering is direct- 
ed towards businessmen, 
industrialists, politicians, 
professors, economists 
and journalists. 

Lecturers come from 
Europe, Japan, Singapore 
as well as various nations 
of the Middle East. 



Spokeswomen Rima Abu Dalbouh confers with Lower House Speaker Sa’ad Srour 
(Petra photo) 

Women’s forum petitions parliament 


AMMAN (Petra) — Repre- 
sentatives of the Jordanian 
National Forum for Women 
(JNFW) Monday presented 
a number of petitions to 
parliament pertaining to the 
participation of women in 
the public arena and 
requested that law makers 
take immediate action. 

Spokeswoman Rima Abu 
Dalbouh presented the 
requests to Lower House of 
Parliament Speaker Saad 
Hayel Srour who said that 
the house will discuss 
these issues with due gravi- 
ty and concern. 

Mr. Srour acknowledged 
HRH Princess Basraa, who 
strongly advocates such 
women-oriented groups in 
Jordan, for her continued 
efforts to promote women's 


status and involve Jordan- 
ian women in political, 
social and economic 
forums. 

Mr. Srour stated that the 
JNFW. whose members 
have been elected to vari- 
ous municipal councils in 
Jordan, represents an 
important branch in the 
amplification of women's 
role in society. 

He requested that Ms. 
Abu Dalbouh and her group 
prepare a memorandum 
outlining their bids to be 
presented to the house say- 
ing he would follow up on 
these questions with the 
executive authority. 

The group presented a list 
of requests ranging from 
the appointment of women 
graduates of community- 


colleges as teachers in the 
public schools to pensions 
for women. 

Mr. Abu Dalbouh said 
that the JNFW has been 
striving to promote the role 
of women in various fields 
and has succeeded in 
paving the way for women 
as elected to parliamentary 
and municipal councils. 

Late last month, Mr. 
Srour received a delegation 
representing female mem- 
bers of non-governmental 
organisations and women's 
unions who, among other 
things, pressed for the 
debate of an electoral 
amendment securing a 20 
per cent quota of parlia- 
ment seats allotted to 
women. 


Technical training programmes 
modified for the Arab World 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Delegates from Jordan, 
Syria, Yemen and Pales- 
tine Monday opened a 
two-day symposium on 
the preparation of pro- 
grammes for vocational 
and technical training in 
the Arab World, 

“We hope that the 
reports presented here 
will demonstrate how 
programmes can be 
geared towards meeting 
the requirements of Arab 
labour markets as well as 
ways to coordinate such 
programmes in the coun- 
tries which are participat- 
ing in the conference,” 
said Minister of Labour 
Abdul Hafez Shakhan- 
beh in an address to the 
opening session. 

“The participants 
expect to benefit from 
the advanced technology 
of developed nations in 


terms of vocational train- 
ing methodology and 
how to better meet the 
needs of the local labour 
markets," he added. 

He said that the Voca- 
tional Training Corpora- 
tion (VTC) has been 
serving in conjunction 
with the Ministry of 
Labour in providing the 
labour market with quali- 
fied and skilled labour 
for diverse occupations 
and in helping address 
unemployment 

He explicated the sym- 
posium’s purpose as 
designed to help the par- 
ticipants prepare voca- 
tional and technical train- 
ing programmes which 
are appropriate to die 
requirements of Jordan- 
ian and regional labour 
markets. 

VTC Director General 
Ali Nasrailah outlined 


the corporation's 

achievements as well as 
its drive to sharpen 
instructors’ skills to bet- 
ter cope with the growing 
demand for skilled 
workers. 

He said that the VTC is 
newly involved in con- 
structing a metal indus- 
tries institute as well as a 
chemical industries cen- 
tre directed towards 
training programmes. 

These programmes will 
be implemented with the 
aid of the International 
Labour Organisation. 

The meeting has been 
organised by the VTC in 
cooperation with the 
Amman-based regional 
office of the United 
Nations Educational, Sci- 
entific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO). 
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Clinton to get biggest police 


backing in setback for Dole 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
President Bill Clinton trav- 
els to Ohio Monday to col- 
lect the endorsement from 
the country's biggest police 
group — its first ever for a 
Democrat — as crime 
returned to centre stage in 
the presidential campaign. 

News that the National 
Fraternal Order of Police 
would endorse Mr. Clinton 
at a campaign rally in 
Cincinnati leaked out Sun- 
day and threatened to steal 
the limelight from Repub- 
lican challenger Bob Dole, 
who is due to unveil a 
crime-fighting package in 
Philadelphia Monday. 

Both candidates are focus- 
ing on anti-crime efforts in 
light of recent polls that 
show crime is one of Ame- 


ricans mam concerns. 

A Washington Post poll 
conducted with 4,000 adults 
from June 20 to Aug. 4 and 
released Sunday showed 
that 61 per cent of Ameri- 


cans worried “a great deal" 
about crime, ranking it sec- 
ond only behind worries 
about the nation's schools. 

Sen. Dole has honed in 
these concerns, accusing 
Mr. Clinton, who admitted 
during the 1992 campaign 
to having smoked marijuana 

— albeit without inhaling 

— of being soft on crime 
and drugs. 

Mr. Clinton has responded 
forcefully, proposing this 
week that prison inmates 
and parolees be required to 
undergo drug testing and 
treatment, and releasing 
already-autborised spending 
for state drugs programmes. 

To which Sen. Dole re- 
plied that Mr. Clinton had 
appropriated his ideas and 
that his attention to the issue 
has come too late in his 
administration to be effec- 


tive. 

But Mr. Clinton "s cam- 
paign was gloating over the 
latest endorsement Sunday. 


and one campaign official 
said it underlined the differ- 
ence between the two candi- 
dates. 

“You have one candidate 
running on his record, and 
another running on empty," 
he said. 

Sen. Dole's crime-fighting 
plan, ro be announced at a 
meeting with Republican 
governors, includes ending 
the release of violent crimi- 
nals who have only partially 
completed their sentences, 
making violent juveniles 
“accountable for their 
crimes," and requiring con- 
victs to work while in pri- 
son and pay compensation 
to their victims. 

It also includes a nation- 
wide instant check system 
to stop criminals from buy- 
ing guns. 

But the television cameras 
are likely to be focused on 
Mr. Clinton flanked by 
police officers instead. 

Mr. Clinton has already 


won the endorsement of two 
other major police groups, 
the International Union of 
Police Organisations and 
the National Union of Po- 
lice Organisations, but the 
Fraternal Order of Police is 
by far the biggest. 

"The president has a very 
impressive record of fight- 
ing crime and no one knows 
that better than the police on 
the street." the Clinton cam- 
paign official said. 

He cited Mr. Clinton's 
work on the crime bill, a 
law to ban assault weapons, 
the so-called Brady Law, 
which requires a five-day 
waiting period for handgun 
purchases, and federal sub- 
sidies to put an additional 
100.000 police on the street 

No comment was immedi- 
ately available from the 
National Fraternal Order of 
Police. 


Hong Kong moves Vietnamese 


boatpeople from island camp 


HONGKONG (R) — Hong 
Kong set in motion its big- 
gest mass transfer of Viet- 
namese boatpeople Monday 
when police began moving 
thousands of the illegal im- 
migrants from a remote is- 
land to a high-security 
camp. 

Police boats bobbed near 
the pier at the Taj A Chau 
Island camp as guards herd- 
ed 496 inmates on board 
special ferries and shipped 
them to the Whitehead De- 
tention Camp in die rural 
New Territones area, to get 
them ready for repatriation. 

Monday's operation — 
the first of about 10 to clear 
i n. -the 5,500- inmates from the 
• island — was completed 
without violence. 

Reporters .watched from a 
distance from aboard a boat 
as the Vietnamese left their 
huts and moved towards the 
jetty. 

A long column of the 
boatpeople — including 
elderly people and entire 
families of men. women 
and children — filed along 
the jetty cluiching bundles 
of possessions. Some 
smiled at the reporters and 
cameramen as they left the 
island. 

There were no signs of 
violent resistance or self- 
inflicted injuries that have 
marked other mass transfers 
of Vietnamese illegals in 
Hong Kong and in nearby 
countries such as Thailand. 

“I'm not surprised at all 
because in the past few 
years the Tai A Chau boat- 
people have been very co- 
operative. very' peaceful and 
abided by the camp's rules." 
Assistant Police Commis- 
sioner Benny Ng said of 
Monday's smooth transfer. 

Over the next nine days 
police will ship a similar 
number per day to dear the 
small island, which lies off 
the coast of Lantau, the lar- 
gest isle in the Hong Kong 
archipelago. Mr. Ng was 
confident the rest of the 
runs would be equally 
peaceful. 

The operation is a crucial 
phase in the accelerated 
drive to empty Hong 
Kong's camps by forced 
and voluntary repatriations 
before the British colony is 
handed back to China" in 
mid- 1997. 

Beijing insists they must 



A young Vietnamese detainee peers out of the mesh cov- 
ered window of his Tai A Chau Island detention camp 
room Monday. Hong Kong set in motion its biggest 
mass transfer of Vietnamese boatpeople when police 
began moving thousands of illegal immigrants from the 
remote island to the top security Whitehead detention 
camp (Reuter photo! 


all be gone. But Hong Kong 
is not the only place wiping 
clean the boatpeople slate. 
Similar drives across south 
East Asia have been under 
way this year to clear the 
camps and send the illegal 
migrants home. 

Hong Kong has virtually 
halved its population of 
boatpeople to about 12.000 
through repatriations. 

Authorities have consoli- 
dated the camp network 
through closures, mergers 
and transfers over the past 
few months. 

The detainees are the last 
of a flood of tens of thou- 
sands of Viemamese who 
fled their country after the 
Communists won the Viet- 
nam War in 1975. 

Police launches escorted 
the ferries departing from 
Tai A Chau in case detai- 
nees tried to leap into the 
sea and escape. 

A firefighting boat was 
also deployed, and para- 


medic units were stationed 
on the island in case of vio- 
lence. 

“Wc hope that by transfer- 
ring them to Whitehead, 
more boatpeople will be 
encouraged to apply for vol- 
untary repatriation." said 
security branch spokesman 
Mak Kwok-Wah. 

“The voluntary repatria- 
tion level has been very low 
at Tai A Chau. There were 
only 170 or so votunteers 
there last year." he told 
reporters at the scene. 

Whitehead was rocked by 
fierce rioting in May when 
inmates burned down part 
of the camp and attempted a 
mass breakout. The fugi- 
tives were quickly rounded 

up. 

Tai A Chau was also hit by 
a riot in 1989 after the first 
wave of repatriations, when 
police had to beat a hasty 
retreat from the island in the 
face of overwhelming vio- 
lence. 


Main German parties slip in state election 


HANOVER. Germany fR) — Both Germa- 
ny's main parties. Christian Democrats 
(CDU) and Social Democrats (SPD). lost 
ground in local elections in the northern 
state of Lower Saxony, preliminary official 
results released Monday showed. 

Big winners across the stale in Sunday's 
vote were the environmentalist Greens, who 
leapt to 9.0 per cent from 6.3 per cent in the 
previous round of local elections in [991. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s CDU. which has 
just pushed a tough package of cuts in welfare 
spending and employee benefits through the 
Bonn parliament, fell 1.4 points to 41.6 per 
cent. 

The SPD. who rule alone in the Lower 
Saxony stale government under popular local 
Chairman Gerhard Schraeder, fell 1 .6 points 
to 38.5 per cent. 

The centrist Free Democrats i.FDP). junior 
members of Mr. Kohl’s coalition cabinet in 
Bonn, fell 1.2 points to 4.6 per cent. 


Christian Wulff. chairman of the CDU in 
Lower Saxony, said he was satisfied with the 
result, although premature talk in Bonn of 
plans to reform taxes and speculation that 
pensions might have to be cut had cost his 
party core voters. 

“We are still easily the biggest party in the 
state at local level, the SPD took the biggest 
loss of all the parties." he told national ARD 
Television. 

The SPD has failed nationwide to make sub- 
stantial gains on the back of the government’s 
austerity programme. 

Herbert Schmalstieg, the ruling SPD mayor 
in the state capital Hanover who faces a run- 
off against a CDU candidate to keep his job, 
saw problems for his party above all in the 
rise of the Greens. “In all the big cities... SPD 
and Greens together have a majority, and the 
SPD lost ground everywhere, and lost ground 
substantially, in favour of the Greens," he told 
regional NDR Television. 


U.K. ready 
for fierce 


fiaht over 


Hong Kong 


democracy 


HONG KONG (AJFPj — 
Britain will fight Beijing’s 
plans to scrap Hong Kong's 
Legislative Council next 
year, a British minister said 
here Monday. 

The Foreign Office min- 
ister for Hong Kong. Jere- 
my Hanley, told reporters 
Britain did not accept Chi- 
na's plan to set up a Pro- 
visional Legislature and 
did not regard the disman- 
tling. of the territory’s cur- 
rent elected mini-parlia- 
ment as inevitable. 

“We will continue to try 
to persuade the Chinese 
that it is a thoroughly bad 
idea," Mr. Hanley said after 
meeting Governor Chris 
Patten and his top advisers. 

“I was very firm when we 
talked about the Provisio- 
nal Legislature in Peking 
last week." Mr. Hanley 
said. 

Britain was “Trying to 
impress upon them not just 
the undesirabiity of it but 
also the practical difficul- 
ties thar would flow from a 
decision of that sort," Mr. 
Hanley said. 

“We do not regard it as 
being inevitable. We hope 
therefore that wiser coun- 
sels will be adhered to." 

He said British Foreign 
Secretary' Malcolm Rifkind 
would bring up the matter 
when he meets his Chinese 
counterpan Qian Qichen in 
New York this month. 

“As far as we are con- 
cerned, the future of Hong 
Kong is a big issue and 
anything that is likely to 
dent the confidence in the 
future of Hong Kong for 
U.S- is very important." 

“We will continue to 
fight very fiercely for the 
fact that Legco (the Legis- 
lative Council) has been 
properly elected and 
should continue in opera- 
tion." Mr. Hanley said. 

During a visit in March. 
Prime Minister John Major 
vowed to mobilise interna- 
tional support for Hong 
Kong should China go 
ahead with its plans for the 
territory. 

Mr. Hanley refused to be 
drawn on what action Bri- 
tain might take after the 
vent, although other British 
officials have said the mat- 
ter could be taken up in the 
international courts. 

Beijing has just conclud- 
ed a month-long nomina- 
tion period for candidates 
to sit in a Selection Com- 
mittee which will choose 
Hong Kong first post-han- 
dover legislature and chief 
executive. 

Over 6.000 applications 
were received for the 400 


seats. 

Mr. Hanley said that, in 
general, Sino-Brirish rela- 
tions were improving, al- 
though there was no room 
for complacency. 



Brazil sees polrtirsii 
foul play behind 
goafs death 


President Bill Clinton (right) waves to the crowd as he sits on a bale of hay along with 
Iowa Senator Tom Hartdn (left) as they wait to be introduced before addressing Sen. 
Harlan’s I9th annual Steak n’ Chop Fry in Iridianola Monday (Renter photo) 


Hutu rebel leader's group ‘takes -*«■«««—* 


Brasilia (R) — Police 
investigating the susS 
cious death of a goat stand, 
ing for mayor iff a norft. 
eastern Brazilian town 
newspapers reported. 
derico the goat had beta 
leading in opinion surveys 
in Pilar. 38 kilometres fixm 
the city of Macao, since 
his owner Petrudo 
launched the animal ^ ^ 
campaign trail as a protes 
candidate in October's mu. f 
nicipaJ elections. Maia told P 
the Folha De Sao 
newspaper he thought hulk--® r 
goat had been poisoned by 
a political rival. “He had a ££***- 
lot of foam in his mouth." 
he said. Last weekend, R- **'• 
inhabitants of Pilar drove 
in a convoy of 50 vehicles &*-' ' 
through town in support of s - 
Frederico's candidacy. The W 
election bandwagon was ' 
shot at. newspapers said, ft 
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control ’ of presidential party 


Britons plan first 



NAIROBI (AFP) — The 
Standing Leadership Com- 
mittee of the Front for De- 
mocracy in Burundi (FRO- 
DEBU). which includes 
Hutu rebel leader Leonard 
Nyangoma, Monday stated 
that it was back taking con- 
trol of the party. 

In a statement faxed to 
AFP in Nairobi, the com- 
mittee said that in the next 
few days it will elect a new 
chairman of FRODEBU, 
the party of President 
Sylvestre Ntibantunganya. 
who was ousted in a blood- 
less army coup in July. 

This chairman would be 
the interim movement of the 
party and manage its affairs 
until a full party congress is 
held. FRODEBU had a 
majority in the parliament 
suspended by the coup lea- 
der, Major Pierre Buyoya. 
who last week promised to 
reinstate the assembly. 

Mr. Nyangoma is the 
leader of the National 
Council for the Defence of 
Democracy (CNDD), an . 
opposition party with an 
armed wing which*has been 
fighting the Tutsi-dominat- 
ed array in the small central 
African highland nation. 

FRODEBU’s current 
chairman, Jean Minani. is 
not a member of the Stan- 
ding Committee. Currently 
in Tanzania, he was not 
available Monday morning 
for comment on the com- 


munique. 

The statement said that of 
the committee’s original 14 
members, eight were still 
alive. They included Mr. 
Ntibantunganya. Mr. Nyan- 
goma and the latter’s deputy 
Christian Sendegeya, who 
for the past two years have 
been considered FRODE- 
BU dissidents. 

The statement was signed 
by all surviving members of 
the Nairobi but for Mr. 
Ntibantunganya, a Hutu 
who took refuge in the U.S. 
embassy in Bujumbura on 
July 23. after being stoned 
by Tutsis two days before 
Maj. Buyoya seized power. 

Arrest warrants are out for 
both Mr. Nyangoma, a for- 
mer interior minister who 
opposes any powersharing 
between Burundi's Hutu 
majority and the Tutsis, and 
Mr. Sendegeya, because of 
their role in uprising against 
the Tutsi-led army. 

Tutsis were the traditional 
rulers of Burundi and Mr. 
Buyoya .was head of state 
before free elections in June 
1993 brought the first Hutu 
president, Melchior Ndada- 
ye, to office. Ndadaye’s as- 
sassination in a foiled army 
coup in October that year 
triggered bloodshed that 
escalated into a civil war. 
which has claimed at least 
150,000 lives according to 
Amnesty International. 

Since Maj. Buyoya seized 


back power last July 25 and 
scrapped parliament, at 
least 40 FRODEBU mem- 
bers of parliament have ral- 
lied to the rebels. In June 
1993, the party won 65 
seats in the National Assem- 
bly, but a score of its MPs 
were slain in the ethnic vio- 
lence that followed Nda- 
daye's murder. 

Spe akin g in Brussels on 
SepL 6, Mr. Minani did not 
rule out taking up arras 
against the Buyoya regime, 
but he stated that possible 
cooperation between his 
party and the CNDD was 
still open to debate. 

Maj. Buyoya on SepL 12 
announced that he was 
unbanning political parties 
and restoring parliament, 
meeting some of the de- 
mands of neighbouring 
countries which imposed a 
hard-hitting economic em- 
bargo on Burundi in protest 
against the coup d'etat. 

Spearheaded by Rwanda, , 
Tanzania, Uganda and 
Zaire, the group imposing, 
the sanctions has also de- 
manded that the regime ne- 
gotiate with the Hutu rebels, 
but the Buyoya government 
has said it will not do so 
until they lay down their 
arms and “renounce a poli- 
cy of genocide." 

The rebels have for their 
part said they will not talk 
to “putschists." 
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all-woman North vV,r ?5"r 
Pole trek ?&■•:•• 

LONDON (R) — Twenty fffl/V S 
British and Irish women * - 

were named to mount the .M./r • 

first all-female expedition ' - ■ : - 

to the North Pole, hauling ”’ r - r.. 
sledges 1,000 kilometres. "... . 
Picked from 60 applicants - 1 "_ 
after an exhausting two- 
day weekend of swimming, . .. - 
hikin g and abseiling exer- . .." 
cise on southwest Eng- v ■ 
land's rugged Dartmoor, 
they will pay £1.500 each 
to the Polar Travel Com- 
pany for next spring's ad- 
venture. “The squad com- 
prises 20 of the strongest, 
most courageous women V , : 
have ever met," said Polsft 
■Travel Director Pen Ha- 
dow. “Some of the women 
have been preparing for six 
months already, and are 
incredibly fit” The team 
includes mother and 
daughter Sue and Victoria 
Riches. “I was 50 this year 
and decided I wanted to do 
something. My daughter 




!1* 


[ -"said she was going to have r- •’ ' . 
a go and asked why didn't l ] - • f *’ . ; 

■■'Vrv tr sc "W11 " coTH Cut - • ' ■ ■■ ■ 


'try it as "Well," said Sue 
Riches, whose daughter is - 
25. Two women, an Arneri- 
can and a Japanese, have - 
reached the North Pole in - * 
otherwise male expedi- : 
lions. ~ ir 


Flies send Manila's 
Dirty Harry off to 
new war M 


1: T.; • 


Romania, Hungary sign friendship pact 


TIMISOARA, Romania 
(AFP) — The prime minis- 
ters of Romania and Hun- 
gary, Nicolae Vacaroiu and 
Giro la Horn, signed a con- 
troversial friendship treaty 
Monday aimed at ending 
decades of bilateral tension. 

Romanian President Ion 
fiiescu. Romanian Foreign 
Minister Teodor Melescanu 
and Hungarian Foreign 
Minister Laszlo Kovacs 


also attended the signing of 


the treaty, hammered out 
after five years of tough 
negotiations. 

Outside the government 
building, hundreds of natio- 
nalist demonstrators massed 
to demonstrate against the 
accord, which has triggered 
loud protest on both sides 
of the border. 

Bucharest and Budapest, 
however, have hailed the 
treaty, seen as a condition to 
the two countries' accession 
to NATO and the European 
Union. 

Mr. Iliescu said: “The 
signing of this document 
represents an important mo- 
ment for the future of the 


process of historic reconcil- 
iation between Romania 
and Hungary and will have 
beneficial effects for the 
stability of the region in 
Europe." 

The Romanian head of 
stare said the treaty reflect- 
ed the “realism and political 
courage of the two govern- 
ments" and would enable 
“psychological barriers 
which have often led to dis- 
cord and even tension in 
bilateral relations" to be 
surmounted. 

Mr. ' Horn added: 
"Through this treaty, we are 
undertaking to ensure thar 
the dignity of the Roman- 
ians and the Magyars is no 
longer damaged, and the 
protection of their rights." 

Hungarian nationalists ar- 
gue that the treaty’ fails to 
guarantee minority rights 
for Romania's 1.7 million- 
strong ethnic Hungarians, 
while Romanian right-win- 
gers say it paves the way for 
Hungary to annex the” Ro- 
manian region of Transyl- 
vania. 

Protesters Monday bran- 


dished signs saying “No to 
this criminal treaty" and 
“We will not sell our peo- 
ple.” 

They were trailed by oth- 
ers who support the pact 
and consider it the only way 
to avert the sort of ethnic 
conflicts that have scarred 
some eastern European 
neighbours. 

Mr. Uiescu told journalists 
that Timisoara, which is 
near the border with Hun- 
gary and the rump Yugo- 
slavia. was chosen for the 
signing because it is “a 
model site for the coexis- 
tence of Romanians, what- 
ever their origin." 

Beyond its strong ethnic 
Hungarian minority, the 
town also has significant 
ethnic Serb and German 
communities. 

The treaty is designed to 
ease longstanding tension 
over a territorial settlement 
imposed by the 1920 Ver- 
sailles Treaty, under which 
Hungary- ceded some three- 
fifths of its territory, includ- 
ing Transylvania which was 
transferred to Romania. 


Shuttle blasts off for Mir rendez-vous 


CAPE CANAVERAL. Flo- 
rida (AFP) — The space 
shuttle Atlantis lifted off 
Monday for its fourth ren- 
dez-vous with the orbiting 
Russian Mir space station 
and to bring back record- 
setting U.S. astronaut Shan- 
non Lucid. NASA stud. 

Atlantis blasted off with- 
out incident as scheduled at 
4:54 a,m. (0854 GMT*) with 
a six-member crew aboard. 
The meeting with the Rus- 
sian craft was set for Wed- 
nesday, the National Aero- 
nautics and Space Admi- 
nistration (NASA) said. 

When the shuttle returns 
to Earth Sept. 26 after its 
10-day mission. Lucid will 
have spent 188 days in 
space. 


Her extended space odys- 
sey. stretched out several 
months, meant Lucid broke 
the U.S. duration aloft re- 
cord for a single mission as 
well as the international 
record for women. 

The 53-year-old bioche- 
mist and mother of three 
began her Mir stay in 
March. She was to have re- 
turned to Earth in August 
but problems with the shut- 
tle rocket solid boosters 
grounded earlier flight at- 
tempts. 

Hurricane Fran, which 
churned up the U.S. east 
coast, further postponed a 
Sept. 14 takeoff until Mon- 
day. 

Lucid joined the astronaut 
programme in 1979, She 


has flown four times on a 
shuttle before this mission, 
in 1985. 1989, 1991 and 
1993. for a total of 838 
hours in space prior to the 
Mir mission. 

Her Russian crewmates, 
VaJery Korzun and Alexan- 
der Kaleri will remain 
aboard Mir. joined by U.S. 
astronaut John Blaha, 54 ' 
His four-month stay' will 
make him the third' Ame- 
rican to live aboard the 
Earth-orbiting vessel. 

The shuttle astronauts are 
also scheduled to conduct 
experiments related to pro- 
tein crystallisation in zero 
gravity, electric supercon- 
ductors, mammal tissue 
growth and its reactions to 
contamination. 


MANILA (R) — A Philip- 
pine mayor who shut hun- 
dreds of bars in an effort to 
rid Manila of prostitutes is 
on the warpath again — 
against flies and cock- 
roaches. Blaming them for 
the death of seven people 
in a cholera outbreak in the 
capital, Manila Mayor Al- 
fredo Lim offered cash to 
residents who capture the 
insects. Scores of residents 
queued up at the poor Paco 
district to be paid for cap- 
turing nearly 2,000 flies 
and cockroaches that they 
had brought in plastic bags. 
Officials paid them 15 pe- 
sos (about six U.S. cents) 
for each bag of 10 flies or 
10 cockroaches, which 
were later burned. Mr. Lim 
said he would pay bigger 
money — 20 centavos 
(about eight cents) — for a 
rat. More than 300 people 
have been hospitalised^ 
with cholera caused, offir 
cials said, by contaminated 
water and food. Mr. Lim 
earned the label “Dirty 
Harry" — after a trigger- 
happy Hollywood charac- 
ter played by American 
actor CUnt Eastwood — in 
the Manila press for his 
tough methods in dealing 
with criminals while he 
was Manila’s police chief. 


‘Extinct’ rat 
rediscovered in 
Australian 


DARWIN. Australia (AFP) 
— A native rodent thought 
to be extinct has been 
found living in a remote 
region in the central 
Australian plains- The cen- 
tral rock-rat fZyzomys Pe- 
dunculatus) was last recofv 
ded more than 35 years 
in the rugged West Mc- 
Donnell Ranges, west of 
Alice Springs. A number of 
the rare rats were found liv- 
ing in isolated pockets of 
the mountains by volun- 
teers building a trail 
through the national park. 
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Oyerafl view of hundreds of banners placed in St. Mark's Square in favour of a united Italy, counter the rally by 
the Northern League which capped off three days of demonstrations across northern Italy Snnday. Northern 
League leader Umberto Bossi , declared independence for his self-styled state of Padania at the closing rally 
(Reuter photo) 6 J 

Italy’s Bossi suffers setback but remains a force 


VENICE, Italy (R) — The 
morning after Umberto 
Bossi formally declared 
“independence” for “Pada- 
nia,” Italians living in the 
supposed new northern fed- 
eral republic were not sur- 
prised to find nothing 
changed Monday. 

The same lire bought the 
same newspaper and capuc- 
cino as ever and Italian 
flags remained in place. 

“The north leaves Bossi 
alone” declared the former 
Communist daily newspa- 
per L'Unita in a front page 
headline, judging like many 
people that Mr. Bossi had 
lost his bet. 

But although the media 
trumpeted a failure for Mr. 
Bossi ’s bid to split the weal- 
thy north of Italy away from 
what he has denounced as 
the corrupt, mafia-ridden 
'south, "goUtical comments* ' 
;tors cautioned that the sepa- 
ratist was far from finished/- 

"Declaring victory, as 
some 'Italian' politicians 
will, would be a mistake.” 
said Sergio Romano in a 
front-page column in the 
leading northern daily 
newspaper La Stampa. 

“If the opera is a comic 
one and the leading actor an 


uncontrollable h am, the gist 
of the libretto remains non- 
etheless serious and dramat- 
ic,” Mr. Romano comment- 
ed. 

Former lower house Spea- 
ker Irene Pivetti. a moderate 
who was expelled from Mr. 
Bossi's Northern League 
group in parliament last 
week, said Sunday that Mr. 
Bossi's secessionist drive 
had finished him and des- 
troyed any credibility be 
had. 

But Giuiio Anselmo, in 
Milan's Corriere Della Sera, 
dismissed any suggestion 
that the League was a spent 
force. 

“The movement has a mo- 
dest base of militants, ultra 
hardliners ready to follow 
their boss anywhere and 
anyhow and a mass of vot- 
ers who may be reluctant to 
follow him down the seces- 
sionist path but who remain 
strong,” he said. 

Commentators said the 
fundamental grievances of 
many northerners — the 
perception of corrupt insti- 
tutions and high taxes to 
fund an incompetent bu- 
reaucracy that favoured the 
impoverished south — were 
still to be resolved. 


Ezio Mauro, editor of the 
Rome daily La Repubblica. 
warned that Mr. Bossi's 
failure to mobilise the mass- 
es could only force the 'fiery 
separatist to espouse a more 
hardline position “given 
that the League leader can- 
not now turn back.” 

In declaring indepen- 
dence. Mr. Bossi said Pa- 
dania was “a sovereign and 
independent federal repub- 
lic” and announced a tem- 
porary constitution and pro- 
visional government. 

The League also read out 
a I O-point “bill of rights for 
the citizens of Padania” in 
which the formation of a 
Pa daman National Guard 
was to be set up to defend 
the state. 

President Oscar Luigi 
Scalfaro and Interior Minis- 
ter Giorgio Napolitano both 
warned Mr. Bossi that if he 
converted his angry rhetoric 
into- action, he- risked’ legal 
action. 

Mr. Bossi had called for 
one million of his support- 
ers to form human chains 
along the banks of the River 
Po. which bisects northera 
Italy and runs through the 
country’s industrial heart- 
land, Sunday to show the 


strength of his support. 

In the end. by the univer- 
sal reckoning of the media 
if not of the Northern 
League, some 130,000 
turned out. The declaration 
in Venice drew an estimated 

18.000 people. 

By nightfall, there were 
no flags fluttering in St. 
Mark's Square and the only 
sound was of the cafe or- 
chestras serenading their 
well-heeled clients with 
classical music. 

The numbers in Venice 
compared with some 

150.000 who turned out in 
Milan to demonstrate for 
Italian unity. 

All newspapers recog- 
nised Gianfranco Fmi. lea- 
der of the hard right Natio- 
nal Alliance who organised 
the Milan march, as the big 
winner- pf the weekend. . . 

‘TTie.: government parties 
have..' been shown up as 
weak and uncertain over 
what response to give, mak- 
ing do with irony,” said Mr. 
Anselmi in the Corriere 
Della Sera. “Only Fini had 
the courage to take to the 
field and accept the chal- 
lenge.” 


Grieving parents mount crusade on Belgian judiciary 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — The 
grieving parents of dead and 
missing children have taken 
the lead in a crusade for a 
purge of Belgium's judicia- 
ry after allegations of seri- 
ous shortcomings in recent 
investigations into a paedo- 
phile network and the mur- 
der of a prominent politi- 
cian in 1991. 

The parents say they have 
a duty to ensure that the 
same ’ mistakes which 
allowed known paedophiles 
to operate with apparent im- 
punity even as police were 
searching for several miss- 
ing children, must never 
happen again. 

A total of 500,000 pho- 
tographs of eight-year-olds 
Julie Lejeune and Melissa 
Russo, who were abducted 
last year, sexually abused 
then left to starve to death, 
were collected within 24 
hours from post offices all 
over Beleium. 


Simultaneously, revela- 
tions about the 1991 murder 
of former Socialist Minister 
Andre Cools, implicating 
several of his former col- 
leagues. have reinforced 
calls for an overhaul of the 
political system and judicia- 
ry and for new laws to close 
existing loopholes. 

On Friday, the Lejeune 
and Russo parents presided 
at 3 meeting in Liege of rel- 
atives of young people ab- 
ducted or who have disap- 
peared during the past ten 
years in Belgium. 

“Today, we have the great 
responsibility of never let- 
ting people forget, of refus- 
ing to allow ourselves to be 
fobbed off with promises 
which are never kept, draft 
legislation which gathers 
dust in the drawers and par- 
liamentary debates which 
lead nowhere,” Carinno 
Russo, the mother of 
Melissa said. 


In a Belgium still split 
along linguistic lines bet- 
ween French-speaking Wal- 
loons and the Flemish, the 
mobilisation in both com- 
munities is particularly 
symbolic. 

The impression of una- 
nimity was accentuated by 
the presence in the front 
row at the meeting of the 
sister of Loubna Benaissa. 9 
who disappeared in Brus- 
sels in 1992. 

“We form a big family, 
united in grief, in the ques- 
tions it asks and in the 
search for the truth,” she 
said. 

The parents have decided 
to form a foundation to pro- 
vide help to other parents 
concerned by similar tra- 
gedies and also to press for 
magistrates to be given the 
means to investigate sus- 
pected paedophiles without 
hindrance. 

King Albert II meanwhile 


braved critics who accused 
him of exceeding his pre- 
rogatives, to call for an 
enquiry to expose the short- 
comings in the judicial in- 
vestigation launched after 
the disappearance of Melis- 
sa and Julie and of two 
other girls later found dead. 

Since the discovery and 
rescue a month ago of Lae- 
titia Delhez and Sabine Dar- 
denne after they too had 
been kidnapped by paedo- 
philes, the investigation has 
made great strides. 

The focus has now shifted 
from Marc Dutroux, the 
chief suspect at whose 
homes four of the dead girls 
were found, to a Brussels 
property agent, Jean-Michel 
Nihoul whose links with 
business and political cir- 
cles were exposed this week 
by the daily La Demiere 
Heure. 


Hashimoto may win election battle with partners 


TOKYO (AFP.i — Japan's Prime Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto is expected to push through plans this week to 
clear political uncertainty confronting the country by 
announcing an election date, news reports said Monday. 

The leader of the right wing Liberal Democratic Party 
wants an election on Oct. 20 and will attempt Thursday to 
persuade leaders of the smaller Social Democratic Party 
fSDP'i and the New Party Sakigake, Jiji Press news agency 

former Premier Tomiiehi Murayama who heads the left 
wins SDP and Sakigake leader Shoichi Ide have opposed 
earlv elections while a new centrist party is being set up. 
But party sources quoted by Jiji said they are likely to give 

in at the meeting. 

Mr Hashimoto cleared the main obstacle for elections last 
week when he ended a one-year old dispute with the south- 
ern prefecture of Okinawa over leases for U.S. military 

Media reports say the cabinet will probably decide Friday 
to convene a special session of parliament on Sept. .7 to 
allow the premier to dissolve the powerful lower house 
The looming election has focused attention on a new lib- 
eral party to be led by Health Minister Naoto Kan, the 
sSi.Sk? vice-president, and one of the most popular 
politicians in the country, and his former party colleague 

Y Th?n”w°^ a hopes to be “a third force" to challenge the 
I T7P Which has ■'06 seats in parliament, and the opposmon 
™„Lnari?e" New Fronuer Party (NFP), which has 

1 h S “Sd also have a decisive say in parliament and 


become a possible coalition partner for either the LDP or 
the NFP if neither can get a majority at the next election. 

Mr. Kan, Mr. Hatoyama and two other promoters of the 
new party — Hatoyama’s younger brother Kunio 
Hatoyama and SDP lawmaker Tomiko Okazaki — will set 
up a -preparatory committee Tuesday to launch “the 
Democratic Party” one week after the lower house is dis- 
solved. 

About 30 lawmakers from Sakigake, the SDP and small 
opposition groups are expected to join the party, but its final 
size will depend on how well disagreements among the 
backers can be contained. 

While Mr. Kan wants a broad alliance of liberals from the 
SDP and Sakigake, the Hatoyama brothers are seeking 
exclusion of veteran members of the two parties, particu- 
larly former Premier Murayama and former Finance 
Minister Masayoshi Takemura. They say the two are 
“incompatible” with the fresh image the new party seeks. 

“In order to establish a cabinet that can effectively tackle 
pending administrative reforms, we need veteran lawmak- 
ers,” Mr. Kan said at the weekend, calling for Mr. 
Takemura's particiaption. 

Other senior Sakigake members have said they would not 
join the new party if Mr. Takemura does noL 

The SDP meanwhile decided last week to let all its lower 
house members join the Democratic Party, although Kunio 
Hatoyama, who quit the NFP to tie up with his brother, is 
opposed to the Socialists’ participation en bloc. 

The Mainichi Shirabun newspaper said the success of the 
party would depend on Mr. Kan's “coordinating power” to 
settle the disputes. 
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Lebed prepares new mission as 
fighting breaks Chechen ceasefire 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Top 
Russian negotiator Alexan- 
der Lebed prepared for a 
new mission to Chechenya 
Monday in the wake of the 
first major ceasefire viola- 
tion in Grozny and prob- 
lems in implementing a ftu- 
cial political accord. 

Gen. Lebed, who bro- 
kered the peace accord last 
month, wifi fly to Chechen- 
ya Tuesday to meet the 
commander of Russian 
troops. General VVacheslav 
Tikhomirov, and Chechen 
Chief of Staff Aslan Mas- 
khadov, a Lebed spokesman 
said. 

The main issues will be a 
deadlock over exchange of 
prisoners of war, the sus- 
pended Russian troop with- 
drawal and formation of a 
coalition government to rule 
until free elections are held, 
the spokesman told ITAR- 
TASS news agency. 

Gen. Lebed met with Rus- 
sian Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin for an hour 
to discuss Chechenya, Inter- 
fax News Agency said. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin was 
later to also meet with Doku 
Zavgayev, head of the pro- 
Moscow government, 
which ruled in areas held by 
Russian troops until a major 
separatist offensive this 
August, ITAR-TASS said 
Gen. Lebed's latest visit 
comes against a background 
of increasing tension in the 
tiny republic and a bitter 
reaction in Moscow to die 
peace process, seen by. 
nationalists and hardliners 
as a sell-out to the Chechen 
independence rebellion. 

Reports from Grozny late 
Sunday said that a fierce 
attack, involving small 
arms, mortars and rocket 
launchers. was made 
against Russian positions 
near a big military base at 
the Severny Airport in 
northern Grozny.. .... 

It was the first serious vio- . 
lationv of the ceasefire 
signed on Aug; 22, but it 
was unclear who was res- 
ponsible. 







A Chechen fighter (left) and a Russian Interior Ministry serviceman, enemies in the 
not too distant past prepare to head out on a joint patrol of Grozny. Following a 
peace deal reached in August, which put a halt to fighting in this breakaway repub- 
lic, Grozny is being policed and defended by joint patrols of separatist guerrillas and 
Russian forces (Reuter photo) 


Interfax reported Monday 
that the fighting was quelled 
by Chechen rebels and Rus- 
sian soldiers from a joint 
force set up to enforce the 
ceasefire in the city. 

The Joint Force, which 
has a total of about 550 
men, cordoned off the area 
and then searched for Lhe 
assailants. Interfax said. 

Chechen rebel spokesman 
Movladi Udugov described 
the attack as “a serious bat- 
tie,” Echo Moscow radio 
reported. However.. Interfax 
reported that no one was 
killed. 

ITAR-TASS said that pro- 
vocateurs trying to upset the 
fragile peace process might 
be to blame. 

Although the ceasefire 
period has been the calmest 
in Grozny and the rest of 
Chechenya since the bloody 
war began in Dec. 1994. the 
two sides remain' far from 
addressing ^the political 
causes for the war. 

The peace deal signed 


Aug. 3 1 by Gen. Lebed and 
Mr. Maskhadov officially 
ended the war and laid the 
groundwork for a political 
solution by ordering the 
withdrawal of Russian 
troops and delaying any 
final decision on Chechen- 
ya’s political status for up to 
five years. 

However, the provision 
for freezing the debate over 
Chechenya’s self-declared 
independence, which Rus- 
sian troops have failed (o 
crush in 2 1 months of fight- 
ing. has been heavily criti- 
cised in Moscow. 

The fiercest critics, such 
as Zavgayev. have even 
labelled Gen. Lebed a trai- 
tor. 

Another stumbling block 
has been the exchange of 
prisoners, with both sides 
accusing the other of mak- 
ing impossible demands. 

Last week, Gen. Tikhomi- 
rov suspended the troop 
withdrawals until all prison- 
ers were released, sparking 


tensions among the Che- 
chen rebels, who have said 
that a Russian pull-out is 
. their main demand. 

Attempts by the rebels to 
organise the formation of a 
coalition government, inc- 
luding several anti-indepen- 
dence figures, have also run 
into opposition in Moscow. 

On Sunday, Gen. Lebed 
said that the rebel proposals 
were insufficient, because 
they did not include leaders 
of the pro-Moscow govern- 
ment. 

He said other parties 
“simply are afraid” to join 
the rebels’ proposed coali- 
tion. 

An estimated 40,000 peo- 
ple have died in the war. 

Two previous peace pro- 
cesses have collapsed. The 
latest effort came in the 
wake of < a- stunning rebel 
offensive- in -early August, 
when they recaptured 
Grozny and'iJaused heavy 
losses among the Russian 
forces. 


Yeltsin Grenade attacks mar Kashmir polls 


stays in 
hospital for 
further tests 

MOSCOW (R) — Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin, under- 
going a series of medical 
tests at Russia’s Central 
Clinical Hospital, will 
spend another two days as 
an in-patient there, the Pre- 
sidential Press Office said 
Monday. 

It gave no details of what 
tests would be earned out 
Spokesmen said Satur- 
day the hospital tests 
would help prepare the 
ground for President Yel- 
tsin’s planned heart opera- 
tion, but they did not say 
how long he would stay in 
hospital. 

President Yeltsin, 65, 
broke a long Kremlin tradi- 
tion of secrecy about the 
health of Moscow's leaders 
earlier this month when he 
said he was going to have 
an operation on his heart. 
The alternative, the presi- 
dent told reporters, was to 
have a sedentary life. 

He went into hospital for 
the tests last Friday. 

President Yeltsin, who 
had two heart attacks last 
year, disappeared between 
the two rounds of Russia’s 
presidential election, 
prompting speculation that 
he had been taken ill. He 
has been on holiday out- 
side Moscow for over a 
week. 

He agreed .earlier this 
month to have a heart by- 
pass to improve blood sup- 
ply to the heart, and doc- 
tors will decide later this 
month exactly when to 
operate. 

Bypass surgery is much 
more common in the Uni- 
ted States and other west- 
ern countries than in Rus- 
sia. 

The Kremlin has invited 
experienced Western cardi- 
ologists to join the team of 
consultants. 

President Yeltsin has said 
he will have the operation 
in Russia rather than trav- 
elling abroad for treatment. 


ANANTNAG, India (R) — 
Suspected separatist mili- 
tants hurled grenades out- 
side two polling stations in 
southern Kashmir Monday, 
injuring three paramilitary 
troopers at the start of vot- 
ing in local elections, wit- 
nesses said. 

One grenade exploded 
near a polling station in 
Diaigam village as a group 
of journalists arrived to ob- 
serve the second phase of 
the elections in Jammu and 
Kashmir state, which have 
been marred by anti-gov- 
ernment protests. 

Diaigam resident Ghulam 
Mohammad told Reuters 
there had been at least two 
other grenade attacks since 
Sunday evening in nearby 
Ananmag town, 50 kilome- 
tres south of the state's 
summer capital of Srinagar. 

The state, tom by a six- 
year separatist revolt, is 
holding its first assembly 
elections since 1987. The 
first stage of the four-phase 
polls was held on Sept. 7. 
and voters were sei to cast 


ballots in the second phase 
Monday in parts of the 
Kashmir and Jammu re- 
gions of the state. 

At least 20 people, most 
of them political activists, 
have been killed during 
campaigning. Several can- 
didates including Farooq 
Abdullah, head of the 
state’s largest party, the Na- 
tional Conference, have es- 
caped attacks. 

Separatist groups called a 
state-wide strike Monday to 
protest against the elec- 
tions. Polling stations in 
Anantnag and neighbouring 
Pulwana town were largely 
deserted after they opened 
at 7 a.m. (0130 GMT), resi- 
dents said. 

But voter turnout in 
Kashmir’s largely Hindu 
district of Jammu was bet- 
ter, officials said. 

“I am voting to bring an 
end to the rule of bureaucra- 
cy.” Shakuntala Devi, a 
Hindu housewife, told Reu- 
ters in Jammu. “There is 
nothing better than having 
people’s own elected repre- 



An Indian paramilitary' trooper helps a Kashmir i 
woman to cast her vote at a polling booth in Pulwama 
Monday during the second phase of crucial polls. 
Indian officals said five blasts had taken place in 
Anantnag town, mostly aimed at disrupting the polls 
opposed by separatist groups in Jammu and Kashmir 
state (Reuter photo) 


sentatives to look after our 
interests.” 

Police in Srinagar, where 
polling was set for next 
Saturday, blocked protest 
marches by separatists, 
using tear gas and wooden 
barons to disperse demon- 
strators, witnesses said. 

Before dawn, Kashmiri 
Muslims prayed for peace 
as they braced for the sec- 
ond phase of polls consid- 
ered crucial to India’s 
efforts to restore democratic 
rule in the region. 

“May the Almighty God 
bring peace to his miserable 
followers and end their suf- 
fering soon.” a prayer lea- 
der in Srinagar said. Loud- 
speakers across the city 
echoed similar prayers. 

Police and hospital offi- 
cials say more than 20.000 
people have died in insur- 
gency-related violence 
since the separatist rebel- 
lion began in 1990. 

In a bid to quell sepa- 
ratism. Prime Minister H.D. 
Deve Gowda’s three- 
month-old centre-left gov- 
ernment has promised to 
extend “maximum autono- 
my” to the state following 
the elections. 

On the fust day of polling 
on Sept. 7, voters in 26 of 
the state's 87 constituencies 
cast ballots. Officials said 
between 50 and 53 per cent 
of the eligible voters turned 
out that day. 

“We expect the 34 elec- 
tions today to be even better 
than the first phase," a po- 
lice official told Reuters in 
Srinagar. 

Following Tuesday's vot- 
ing. two more days of pol- 
ling will be held on Sept. 21 
and 30. Counting will begin 
on Oct. 1, and the results 
are expected several dhys 
later. 

The government has de- 
tained senior leaders of the 
separatist All Parties Hurri- 
yat (Freedom) Conference 
since last week after they 
threatened to campaign 
against the polls, members 
said. 

Fearing they could be- 
come die targets of vio- 
lence. some political acti- 
vists have been wearing 
masks on the campaign 
trail. 
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Partial victory 




ALGERIAN PRESIDENT Liamine Zeroual 
may have achieved partial victory at the end 
of the recent national conference which was 
convened to pave the way for the political 
future of the country. Delegates of some 38 
national bodies and parties attended the meet- 
ing. These included some opposition parlies 
and moderate Islamic groups. These groups 
and parties on Sunday adopted a national 
charter that renounced terrorism and advo- 
cated pluralistic democracy. Notably absent 
from the gathering that adopted the “platform 
for national understanding” were the Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS), which was barred from 
participation, and the Socialist Forces Front 
(FFSl which was invited but declined to par- 
ticipate, something that dampened hopes for 
an early resolution of the crisis in the North 
African Arab country that so far claimed the 
lives of at least 50,000 people since the author- 
ities annulled the results of the national elec- 
tions that the FIS was poised to win in 1992. 

The crux of the conflict in Algeria has always 
been the dispute between the regime and the 
FIS whose absence from the Sunday’s confer- 
ence may still prolong the crisis. In retrospect 
the FIS would do itself and the country a great 
deal of good if it come out in support of the 
national consensus against terrorism even 
though it has been politically boycotted by the 
regime. No matter what the grievances or the 
FIS and other opposition groups in Algeria 
are, the resort to violence is never the right 
kind of policy that can legitimise their views. 
'As long' as the government accepts pluralistic 
democracy* there is always room for accom- 
modatiff^ with all shades of opinion that are 
peacefully expressed and pursued. By resort- 
ing to armed struggle, militant factions have 
literally given ammunition to the establish- 
ment to suppress them by all available means. 

The international community can take com- 
fort in the holding of a national conference in 
Algeria that aims at national reconciliation on 
the basis of constructive negotiations. The 
non-participation of the main opposition par- 
ties in this process of national healing, howev- 
er, remains a major shortcoming. The minute 
the FIS and the opposition parties endorse the 
rejection of violence ana terrorism, they 
should be invited to play their respective nat- 
ural roles so that the Algerian people can con- 
tinue their efforts for national reconstruction 
on the foundation of pluralistic democracy. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A! Ra’i daily said that with its wise 
behaviour vis-a-vis the Kurds of Iraq and its announce- 
ment accepting an autonomy rule for Iraqi Kurds led by 
Masoud Barzuni. the Baghdad government has won the 
respect of the world. Baghdad's change of stand 
towards the Kurds in general, especially granting them 
amnesty and expressing readiness to cooperate with 
them in their autonomy region, has changed chc world's 
opinion about the Iraqi regime, said Mahmoud Rimawi. 
The Iraqi government can now take a step further, 
aimed at consolidating its position and winning the 
respect of all the Iraqi people, by dissolving the 
Revolutionary Command Council and by returning the 
country to civilian rule, with all that it entails of laws, 
democracy and constitutional institutions, urged the 
writer. He said that the Iraqi people have been waiting 
for democracy which, if they win and exercise, will 
help thwart Washington’s campaign against the Iraqi 
regime worldwide and reduce the danger constantly 
poised against the Iraqi people. The writer said that the 
Iraqis have worked hard for the past five years to 
rebuild their installations and the time has come for 
them to enjoy stability on the internal front. If the 
Baghdad government succeeded in providing safety 
and self-rule for the Kurds, said the writer, it can and 
should make way for democracy and respect of human 
rights for the rest of the Iraqi nation. 


IN AN interview with the American television network 
CNN. Palestine President Yasser Arafat described his 
meeting with Israel’s Premier Benyamin Netanyahu as 
positive, but added that the outcome of the meeting was 
nil, according to Ahmad A1 Misleh. a writer for A1 Ra’i. 
He said that Mr. Arafat is right to reach this conclusion 
because Mr. Netanyahu is doubled-faced and a man 
whose actions and practices contradict with his state- 
ments about Israel's quest for peace with the .Arabs in 
general and the Palestinians in particular. The world has 
by now realised that Mr. Netanyahu's actions on the 
ground, especially with regard to the delays in imple- 
menting the Oslo accords wjrh the Palestinians and the 
construction of Jewish settlements on Arab lands, total- 
ly conflict with his statements to the media and those he 
makes to foreign leaders, said the writer. The confisca- 
tion of Arab land for the construction of Jewish settle- 
ments is being done in flagrant violation of the Oslo 
deal and in disregard of all U.N. resolutions and inter- 
national rules, added the writer. When Mr. Arafat says 
that the outcome of his meeting is zero, added the 
writer, he is simply stating the facts on the ground, facts 
which Mr. Netanyahu is trying to conceal, through his 
double-standard dealings, from the world at large. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


Iraq, the New American Imperium 


and those troublesome bags of tea 


Why, 1 have frequently asked myself, have the United 
States and the United Kingdom, both in 1990-91 and 
today, consistently been the most vehement and violent 
actors in their militaristic stand against Iraq? What is it 
about American and British political culture that explains 
the consistent intensity of their self-satisfied. almost glee- 
ful resort to a deadly combination of strangulation of eco- 
nomic sanctions and routine military strikes? 

We have three hyperactive leaderships here — of the 
U.S.. UK and Iraq — going at it in one of modem history’s 
most bizarre and oddly entertaining confrontations, while 
a few adjacent, terrified Arab states slowly turn themselves 
into disguised U.S.-UK air bases and the rest of the world 
more or" less watches, slightly embarrassed, often beguiled 
and fascinated. 

The mass media around the world, including the Arab 
media, have largely done a poor job of exploring the deep- 
er significance of this long-running drama. It was tempting 
but journalistically unprofessional in 1990-91 to wonder 
whether U.S.-UK policy was largely explained by genes 
and personality factors, notably the political hormones and 
loins-driven macho-diplomacy of historically uncom- 
pelling characters like George Bush and Margaret 
Thatcher — both of whom found it necessary to resort to 
exaggerated jingoism and flag-waving on a massive scale. 
But no, personality does not explain it ail. given that the 
U.S.-UK leaderships have changed but their policies 
towards Iraq have noL The explanation is elsewhere. 

An important clue — a telltale sign, I think — is the tone 
with which most U.S. and UK officials and mass media 
organs portray Iraq and its president. For example, the 
president is always called "Sad-am"; but why? What is the 
intention of the combination of mispronunciation and the 
use of the Iraqi president's first name by U.S. and UK offi- 
cials? Is it mere ignorance and arrogance masquerading as 
false confidence? Or is it a deeper racism and imperial dis- 
dain masquerading as familiarity? 

Also, the U.S. and UK focus almost exclusively on the 
person of Saddam Hussein: most of the remarks about him 
by U.S. and UK officials portray him as being stupid, irra- 
tional. genetically prone to barbarism, beyond the pale of 
civilised behaviour, and many other such attributes. These 
characterisations of the Iraqi president have now been aug- 
mented by this season's newest U.S.-UK fine: that Saddam 
Hussein is so stupid, unfeeling, and stubborn that he is 
incapable of learning a lesson being taught with repeated 
and massive use of force against his country. This further 
promotes the Iraqi leader as a hopelessly violent and 
predatory man who cannot stop menacing his neighbours, 
bis own people, or those handsome young American and 
British pilots in their high-tech airplanes so many thou- 
sands, of miles way from .home, in the . hot desert sun. 
defending... well, defending, .what, precisely? 

The ' latest twist 'to the drama, announced by U.S. " 
Defence^ ’Secretary William Perry this week, is that Iraq 
should not'rebuild its own air defence system because this 
would threaten the fives of U.S. pilots patrolling the no-fly 
zone in southern and central Iraq. (I would like to take this 
opportunity to nominate the Honourable William Perry for 
the 1997 television Emmy Awards in the categoiy of best 
supporting male role in a black comedy mini-series; in 
view of the fact that angry Saudi Arabians have been 
killing American military personnel this year at a far faster 
rate than Iraqis have been killing Americans, the obvious 
way for Mr Perry to protect his able young pilots is to re- 
base them in North Carolina and Texas.) Yet. the sheer 
diplomatic audacity of the U.S. dictate on Iraq's air 
defences is itself telling of that deeper something that we 
must keep seeking out as a credible explanation for the 
striking combination of intellectual fatuousness and psy- 
cho-diplomatic fury that characterises the U.S. and UK 
positions. 1 ask again: Why do only these two countries, 
and Iraq, remain in their state of combat so chronic that it 
is nor only' predictable and routine, but also almost comic? 

I would like to suggest a possible explanation: the United 
States and the United Kingdom are the most enthusiastic 
united bombers (the uni-bombers!) in Iraq because they 
are the main actors in a vast, intricate and chilling histori- 


cal drama — the passing of the imperial torch and respon- 
sibility in the Middle East and. by extension, in the rest of 
the world. The political and military frenzy of the U.S, and 
UK vis-a-vis Iraq (and also Iran, in most cases) is not ade- 
quately explained by the fact that ihe U.S.-UK are deeply 
or seriously interested in any of the fatuous excuses they 
have given the world (protecting the Kurds, safeguarding 
neighbours, implementing U.N. resolutions, etc.). It is 
explained by the fact that they primarily want to maintain 
the Middle East and its resources as they have been for 
several centuries — within the broad imperial and strate- 
gic sphere of the leading global power, which is the U.S. 
today, but which was the UK in the 19th century when this 
particular imperial story began. 

Two things are going on simultaneously: a) the nature of 
Western imperial interests and strategic control mecha- 
nisms is changing, from the UK's 19th century model of 
physical occupation and direct political management to Lhe 
U.S.'s 20th century model of indirect commercial and cul- 
tural domination — achieved through the use of surro- 
gates in the form of wealthy local elites, brittle political 
regimes and a Bamum-and-Bailey-like assortment of odd- 
ball Oriental flunkies, groupies, cheer-leaders, errand 
boys, voyeurs and hangers-on. 


“Why the hysterical intellectual and mil- 
itary response of the U.S . and the UK to 
Iraq? Because this response is designed 
to achieve one thing and one thing only: 
to punish , defeat, humiliate and dehu- 
manise the people , government, presi- 
dent and very concept of the sovereign 
Iraqi nation so severely and so frequent- 
ly for their imperial revolt that no other 
Third World country for the coming hun- 
dred years would ever consider the same 
sort of impertinence and disobedience 
that Iraq has displayed and continues to 
display.” 


The grave crime of which Iraq and Saddam Hussein are 
uniquely guilty is imperial insubordination. Every other 
terrible thing rhey:areiaccused. s of -doing, has been or is still 
being done by manyi other countries in the wori4«dth no 
significant response from the U.S.and UK. Why* the hys- 
terical intellectual and military response of the U.S. and 
the UK to Iraq? Because this response is designed to 
achieve one thing and one thing only: to punish, defeat, 
humiliate and dehumanise the people, government, presi- 
dent and very concept of the sovereign Iraqi nation so 
severely and so frequently for their imperial revolt that no 
other Third World country for the coming hundred years 
would ever consider ihe same sort of impertinence and dis- 
obedience that Iraq has displayed and continues to display. 
Iraq, the cradle of civilisation, is being turned into a waste- 
land where some grandmothers and children face the 
choice of dying or working as prostitutes — because Iraq 
foolishly defied the imperial rules. It challenged and dared 
to change an old order that was manufactured by the 
British and is being perpetuated by the Americans. This 
conflict is not about creating a New World Order of the 
rule of law; it is abouL reinventing and renaming the old 
imperial order of hegemony, exploitation and tourism to 
exotic lands. 

The common thread that runs through U.S.-UK behav- 
iour and Iraqi government's behaviour has been clarified 
in 1996: the U.S. and UK are primarily demanding com- 


pliance with the imperial rules and tradition, while Iraq is 
continuing primarily to show defiance. Viewed in these 
terms, the behaviour of Iraq is very clear, logical and con- 
sistent, and so is that of the U.S. and UK. Thus, it is nei- 
ther sheer imbecility nor a morally obtuse cruelty that dri- 
ves the U.S. and UK to act as they do: it is the indomitable 
and irresistible nature of the imperial imperative, i.e„ 
being imperially driven, they just can’t help it And con- 
versely, Iraq's behaviour vis-h-vis its neighbourhood and 
the military presence of the Western powers is neither 
generic megalomania nor an outlandish dash for the loot, 
as the U.S.-UK imperial world view would have us 
believe; Iraq's behaviour is anti -imperial rebellion and 
insurrection, pure and simple. Thus, the Iraqi govern- 
ment’s greatest fear is not to be attacked, but to be ignored 
by the U.S.-UK uni-bombers. When Iraq needles and pro- 
vokes the U.S.-UK rules, it is not necessarily being stupid; 
it is being rebellious in a well established anti-imperial tra- 
dition that is both programmed into the genes of our 
species and deeply burned into the chronicles of human 
civilisation (listen up guys, this is kinda like doing some- 
thing foolishly dangerous like throwing bags of tea into 
Boston harbour in the 1 8th century). 

You might say this is crazy. I might agree. Saddam 
Hussein is no Arab hero for me; he is a violent man who 
runs a police state and attacks his neighbours, in the finest 
hegemonic Middle Eastern tradition. I want no pan of his 
system or his ways. But he, the person, is not the issue, as 
the uni-bombers want us to believe. The issue is imperial 
rule and the tutelage it demands from Middle Eastern 
states. Six years after Iraq invaded Kuwait and the U.S.- 
UK military reaction got under way, the rules of the game 
are now more clear. Both sides are violent, predatory and 
wrong, but neither is crazy, inconsistent or irrational. Both 
are behaving according to fixed human rules and psycho- 
political criteria: the desire to dominate and rule, and the 
counter-desire to be free and sovereign. The imperial 
temptation vs. ibe struggle for self-assertion and dignity. 
The timeless and universal urge to dump tea into the sea, 
to thumb your nose at the foreign military hegemony from 
across the sea. 

The behaviour of the three hegemonies represents a 
struggle to define the new imperium in the Middle East. 
That is why this week we witness so many people doing so 
many weird things around here, where all sorts of locals 
and foreigners have such a hard time learning the lessons 
that history tries repeatedly to teach them: the U.S. and 
UK. once again, are quietly abandoning the Kurds to their 
harsh fate; senior U.S. officials are flying around the 
Middle East making statements that testify as much to the 
political jiggling of the neurological connections caused 
by chronic jet-lag as they do to the historical pitfalls of 
engaging in imperial amateurism; UK officials within 
earshot of any working televMtifr camera anywhere in' the 
world are cheering on the Ammtfans as haref as they can, 
dreaming of an honourable mention in next year's Emmy 
Awards in the category of best supporting-supporting role; 
most Gulf, Arab and other Middle Eastern governments 
are finding themselves getting tied up in increasingly inco- 
herent and uncomfortable diplomatic knots as they try 
simultaneously to reflect the sentiments of their own peo- 
ple and appease the New American Imperium; almost 
every country in the world other than the U.S. and UK is 
silently snickering and laughing, and trying to figure out 
how to cash in on the commercial coasequences of the 
confrontation in Iraq; and. most people, in most homes, in 
most .Arab countries, are watching it all with a combination 
of anger and amusement, quietly cheering for Iraq yet 
knowing that Iraq and its president are destined to suffer 
and probably get clobbered again soon, nervously aware 
that the violent and retributive rules of the New American 
Imperium. like the old British one. apply to them, too. 

The atmosphere in the Middle East is both violent and 
hopeful, as it always is in situations around the world when 
the deceptive surface calm of imperial tutelage and legacy 
is shattered by violent troublemakers throwing tea all over 
the place. 


U.S. seen struggling to secure Saudi backing 


By Youssef Kassem 
Reuter 


DUBAI — Saudi Arabia's 
reluctance to get involved in 
U.S. military action against 
Iraq reflects differences 
between the two allies 
which go beyond Baghdad 
to include their policies 
towards Israel, analysis said 
Monday. 

U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Perry's wo brief 
weekend shuttles to the 
kingdom were part of a 
lightning Gulf mission in 
search of support for a pos- 
sible military showdown 
with Iraq. 

Mr. Perry, who flew to 
NATO ally Turkey Monday, 
made brief stops in Kuwait 
and Bahrain. 

But it was in Saudi 
Arabia, launch pad for the 
U.S.-led 1991 Gulf war 
against Iraq, where Arab 
disquiet over the Clinton 
administration's arms build- 
up against Baghdad found 
the most significant expres- 
sion. 

Remarks by Saudi 
Defence and Aviation 
Minister Prince Sultan 
about U.S. forces under- 
scored deep sensitivities in 
Saudi Arabia, rattled by two 
bombs thar killed 24 
Americans in the last year ' 
and facing violent Muslim 
militant opposition to the 
American presence. 

“First of all there are no 
American forces there (in 


Al-Kharg)... There are 

planes tied to Security 
Council resolutions present 
in this area and he (Perry) 
visited the pilots and greet- 
ed them.” the prince told 
reporters Sunday. 

The 5.000 U.S. Military 
personnel in the kingdom 
are being shifted to Al- 
Kharg air base in the desert, 
deemed safer than Dhahran 
where a truck bomb killed 
19 American airmen in 
June. 

Analysts said the Clinton 
administration could be 
concerned about Riyadh’s 
thinking after Washington 
launched 44 cruise missiles 
against southern Iraq earlier 
this month. 

Prince Sultan broke more 
than a week's Saudi silence 
on the attacks to say 
Wednesday that if asked. 
Saudi Arabia would have 
refused to allow U.S. planes 
already deployed on Saudi 
bases to be used for raids on 
Iraq. 

“Saudi Arabia's abstention 
from hosting U.S. raids against 
Iraq caused concern in 
Washington.” said a Gulf- 
based analyst who declined to 
be named. 

“Riyadh is as keen as iis 
oiher Gulf and western allies to 
see an end to threats to the 
region, but the saudis see 
Saddam as one issue and Iraq 
as another.” he added. 

Saudi involvement in U.S. 
military action would add a 
veneer of Arab approval but the 


United States has shown that it 
has sufficient firepower in the 
region to act alone if necessary. 

Sources familiar with Saudi 
thinking ruled out a major rift 
between the two allies, but said 
the Saudis were not now so 
wholehearted about an unri- 
valled U.S. role in the Gulf. 

They said the Iraq-U.S. 
showdown was the latest of 
what they saw as Saudi differ- 
ences with the United States on 


some issues. 


Analysts said Riyadh's dis- 
pleasure with Washington 
began when, at rwo Middle 
East summits in Casablanca in 
1994 and Amman in 1995, the 
United States threw iLs weight 
behind a planned S10 billion 
Middle East development bank 
with Israeli participation. 

Saudi Arabia rejected the 
proposal, saying Arab financial 
institutions were capable of 


financing development pro- 
jects. 

"They Uhe Saudis), along 
with some Arab states would 
not concede to American pres- 
sures to integrate Israel in the 
region's economy before a 
comprehensive Middle East 
peace is achieved.” said one 
Arab diplomat. 

“It was like puiting the cart 
before the horse." he added. 

Sources said the Saudis also 
regarded the U.S. role in the 
Middle East peace process as 
unbalanced following the elec- 
tion of Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu on a 
platform which rejected an ear- 
lier agreed Ian d-for- peace for- 


mula. 

Riyadh has said it would con- 
sider direct links with the 
Jewish state only after Israel 
reached a final peace accord 
with Syria and Lebanon and 
the status of Jerusalem was 
resolved. 

Diplomats said Riyadh was 
also annoyed by U.S. question- 
ing of the effectiveness of 
cooperation between U.S. and 
Saudi officials investigating 
the two bomb attacks. 

The 5audi interior ministry 
said in May the arrest of four 
Saudis, beheaded on May 31 
for the first blast in Riyadh last 
November, was a result of 
efforts by Saudi investigators 
without outside help. 

Saudi Arabia's ambassador 
to Washington Prince Bandar 
underlined the Saudi mood in 
June when he said: "Our secu- 
rity people are first rate." 

Analysts said Saudi officials 
also felt the United States was 
not Fully considering the conse- 
quences of a divided Iraq. 

“Fragmentation of Iraq could 
mean inviting a bigger Turkish 
and Iranian role in the region. 
To the Saudis, this could pose a 
bigger threat to the region than 
Saddam." a columnist in the 
United Arab Emirates toJd 
Reuters on condition of 
anonymity. 

"Attacking Iraq from Saudi 
bases could fuel more resent- 
ment to the presence of U.S. 
troops on its soil, a pretext used 
by militants and dissidents to 
criticise the Saudi royal fami- 
ly." 


LETTERS 


Make up time 


To the Editor 


IS well-known that healthy competition brings out 
the best in businesses and provides quality products, 
improved customer service, to their customers. Such 
salutary competition was well-evident this summer dur- 
ing the price war that flared up between the different 
international airlines, the national carrier and travel 
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Customers noticed and felt the impact of the price war 
in then- pockets, where it matters the most People 
talked about Lhe drop in airline ticket prices during 
social events. Many people were able to travel to desti- 
nations they had been dreaming of. Businesspeople 
made most of their necessary trips during this period to 
take advantage of the low prices. 
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The shape of things to come 


By Comelio Soramaruga 

THE 1990s have been 
exceptionally turbulent for 
the International Red Cross 
and Red Crescent (ICRC) 
movement, more so than 
any period since World War 
n. The landscape within 
which humanitarian activi- 
ties must take place has 
evolved, and continues to 
evolve, dramatically. 

It is now accepted wis- 
dom that the end of the cold 
war has been the catalyst 
for many of these changes. 
But five years ago, who 
foresaw the full implica- 
tions? Superpower rivalry 
provided a form of disci- 
pline to the many conflicts 
around the world. Rare was 
the political leader who, 
directly or indirectly, did 
not depend upon one of 
them for support. But since 
the collapse of the Berlin 
Wall, many conflicts have 
taken place in a kind of 
geostrategic vacuum. 


Some conflicts have been 
marked by the collapse of 
government and a total 
breakdown of authority, law 
and order. Others have been 
more characterised by the 
fragmentation or devolution 
of authority to provincial, 
local and even neighbour- 
hood levels, authority 
whose cohesion owes more 
to ethnic, religious or infor- 
mal economic ties than to 
political considerations. In 
others, the state has 
remained more or less 
intact, but those responsible 
for ensuring the security of 
the population and of spe- 
cific groups like detainees 
are lacking in training, 
resources and the will to 
carry out their duties. 

Conflicts which appear to 
be devoid of ideology have 
often left the international 
community at a loss as to 
how to react Warring par- 
ties may be motivated by 
territorial ambition, access 
to precious resources like 


oil or gems, the desire to 
‘'cleanse" entire areas of 
rival ethnic groups, or 
seemingly the basest crimi- 
nal instincts. In these cir- 
cumstances, where combat- 
ants either know nothing or 
do not care about basic 
humanitarian norms, not 
even those which for cen- 
turies may have under- 
pinned tolerance in their 
own societies, the role of 
humanitarian actors has 
been enormously compli- 
cated. 

These developments on 
the ground have been fur- 
ther aggravated by major 
changes on the humanitari- 
an scene. The number of 
organisations — multilater- 
al, bilateral and non-gov- 
ernmental — getting direct- 
ly involved in crises has 
proliferated. Intense and 
uneven media interest has 
had a major impact upon 
international responses. 
There has been confusion 
between the roles of politi- 


cal, military and humanitar- 
ian actors and, most coun- 
terproductive of all, 
attempts are being made to 
solve essentially political 
problems with humanitari- 
an means. The lessons are 
slowly being drawn from 
situations like Somalia and 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, but 
this has been too late for 
many of the victims, in 
whose name, after all, relief 
operations have been 
mounted in the first place. 
Indeed, accountability to 
donors might be said to 
have outpaced accountabili- 
ty to beneficiaries through- 
out the 1990s. 

The ICRC has tried to rise 
to the many challenges 
these developments have 
posed. The 1990s have 
marked the “coming out” of 
the organisation in many 
senses: not just in obtaining 
observer status at the Unit- 
ed Nations General Assem- 
bly, but in its willingness to 
cooperate with other 


humanitarian players in the 
interest of the victims, with 
United Nations agencies, 
multilateral donors and 
non-governmental groups; 
to collaborate more closely 
with human rights and other 
specialist lawyers as the rel- 
evance to them of 
international humanitarian 
law grows; to be mord 1 pub- 
lic about its concerns 
whether regarding the secu- 
rity of civilian populations 
or, for example, on the 
health effects of weapons 
such as anti-personnel land- 
mines; and its willingness 
to broaden its activities to 
help enable populations and 
victims not just to meet 
their immediate relief needs 
but also to prepare them- 
selves to recover their pro- 
ductive lives. 

Above all. the ICRC has 
intensified its collaboration 
with other components of 
the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent movement, both 
with national societies and 


the International Federation 
of Red Cross and Red Cres- 
cent Societies, recognising 
the unique capacity of the 
movement to deliver ser- 
vices to the vic tims . This 
has been evident, for exam- 
ple. in tracing, dissemina- 
tion and public information 
activities. 

The ICRC has experi- 
enced a period of extraordi- 
nary growth in the last five 
years and has reached parts 
of the world it has never 
reached before. Indeed, del- 
egates now find themselves 
caught in the very midst of 
the fighting, and not as in 
the past on the sidelines, 
with all the implications 
this has for their security 
and the qualities they 
require to cany out their 
tasks. 

The demands placed upon 
the organisation and its 
growth have strained its 
capacity to find well-quali- 
fied delegates able to 
respond to complex crises 


at very short notice and has 
involved the organisation in 
redoubling its efforts to 
secure the necessary fund- 
ing. But it has managed to 
remain faithful to the man- 
date entrusted to it by gov- 
ernments in the Geneva 
Conventions. 

The ICRC remains braced 
for the future, though not 
without anxiety. Global 
socio-economic currents 
threaten to put ever greater 
strains on populations 
around the world. The bat- 
tle for resources will con- 
tinue to be compounded by 
deep-flowing political and 
ethnic tensions. Govern- 
ments in many countries 
will find it increasingly dif- 
ficult Lo respond to the aspi- 
rations and basic needs of 
their own people, and there 
will always be the 
unscrupulous willing to 
take advantage of wider 
disaffection for personal 
gain. Debt burdens, unregu- 
lated transfer of weapons 


and enormous pressure on 
natural resources will take a 
greater toll on the most vul- 
nerable and discriminated 
against in many societies. 

The ICRC will continue 
to Collaborate closely with 
the rest of the Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Move- 
ment to ensure that the pos- 
sibilities and limits of 
humanitarian action are 
understood, that the provi- 
sions of international 
humanitarian law are 
respected and implemented 
that the needs of the victims 
of conflict and violence are 
met as quickly, impartially 
and comprehensively as 
possible. 


The writer is president of 
the ICRC. This article is an 
extract from "Challenges of 
the nineties : ICRC special 
report on activities between 
1990-1995 


n 

v* - r 

C *■* • 
tw V - 

: ■ 
=&«: * 
•'arT 
• i •«. 




v- •- 


t 


V ►- - 



.1/1 1 ‘ 




■ -v 


I* 

Mr"- 



trf •- • ' 


Status of Iraqi Kurdistan subject of dialogue 


(Continued from page 1) 

Tens of thousands of 
Kurds have fled the fighting 
in the region during the 
past two weeks and a num- 
ber of PUK leaders, includ- 
ing chief Jalal Talabani. 
have reportedly sought 
refuge in Iran. 

Iraqi Kurdistan had been 
autonomous from Baghdad 
since the 1991 Gulf war 
when the United Stales, 
France and Britain set up a 
Kurdish “safe haven" there. 

Parliament Vice-President 
Nijad Omar Agha said that 
the legislature still symbol- 
ised the ties between the 
two rival Kurdish parties. 

Before the session. KDP 
leader Massud Barzani dis- 
cussed, with the deputies 
. the possibility of sending a 
delegation tq.Iran to pffprv 
to let the PUK leaders 
return here but to conduct 
political activities only. 

Mr. Barzani said Saturday 
that an “Iraqi Kurdish 
army” will be set up and 
that all partisan militias will 
be abolished, even his own. 

He reiterated his suppport 
for a Kurdish unit within an 
Iraqi federation, pro- 
claimed in 1992 by the 
Kurdish parliament. 

KDP spokesman Sami 


Abdul Rahman told AFP 
that his party sent “a posi- 
tive letter to Washington 
and that he was expecting a 
response to it" He did not 
give further details on the 
message. 

Separately, in an inter- 
view with the Arabic-Ian- 
guage paper A1 Hayat, Mr. 
Barzani said: “We believe 
that Kurdistan is pan of 
Iraq and we realise the 
importance, indeed the 
need to preserve the territo- 
rial sovereignty of Iraq.” 

“The most natural way to 
resolve the Kurdish ques- 
tion is still through negoti- 
ations ... with the central 
government ” he said, “on 
the basis of democracy in 
Iraq, pluralism, free elec- 
tions and federalism." 

Mr. Barzani indicated, 
however, that- a , return of 
Iraqi government control 
over the Kurdish-dominat- 
ed areas of northern Iraq 
was not likely in the short- 
term. 

Mr. Barzani also said that 
the KDP remained commit- 
ted to decisions taken by 
the Kurdish parliament in 
favour of a federal solution 
to the status of Iraqi Kur- 
distan, 

The KDP leader also said 
he was forced to forge an 


alliance with Baghdad 
because of Tehran’s support 
for the PUK. 

“We reached agreement 
with the Iraqi government 
on two points: Respect for 
Iraqi sovereignty and our 
right to exist," he said. 

Iran called on the United 
Nations on Monday to 
“rapidly" take on financial 
responsibility for thousands 
of Iraqi Kurdish refugees. 

“We admitted these 
refugees at the U.N.’s 
request and now the organ- 
isation should rapidly for- 
ward aid," said Ahmad 
Hosseini, the director gen- 
eral of the foreign min- 
istry’s refugee office. 

He said around 60,000 
Kurdish refugees were 
sheltered in-.five. camps, 
adding that Tehran had con- 
veyed its concern over their 
expenses to the United 
Nations High Commission- 
er for Refugees (UNHCR). 

“The resources of our 
three provinces where the 
refugee camps are situated 
are being worn out and if 
the aid does not arrive on 
time we will have a prob- 
lem,” the official news 
agency IRNA quoted Mr. 
Hosseini as saying. 


Mubarak urges Netanyahu 


(Continued from page 1) 

“It seems as if Israel wants 
to go back on these agree- 
ments. but you (Israelis) will 
lose the Arab World’s confi- 
dence." he said. "The t Israeli) 
theory of security before 
peace is wrong because 
while the territories are occu- 
pied and while peace has not 
yet been established, all 
anempts to ensure security 
are in vain.” the Egyptian 
leader said. 

“Israel must help unblock 
the peace process because I 
fear a reversal which will 
reverberate on us all and 
which will hurt all peoples. 
There is a lot of scepticism 
with regard to Israel (in the 
Arab World), that's why I say 
‘build the Palestinians’ confi- 
dence so that we can talk with 
the other countries. Take a 
first step’.’’ Mr. Mubarak 
urged. 

Regarding the third Middle 
East and North Africa 


(MENA) economic confer- 
ence. Mr. Mubarak said, “If 
the conference is cancelled, it 
will h3rm Israel because it’s 
this country that will be 
responsible.” 

Mr. Mubarak had threat- 
ened to cancel the conference, 
scheduled for Nov. 12-14 in 
Cairo, unless Israel moved 
the peace process ahead with 
the Palestinians. “Mr. 
Netanyahu said that the can- 
cellation of the economic 
conference will hurt Egypt, 
but in fact all the countries 
will blame Israel.” he added. 

Mr. Mubarak raonday 
expressed his concern with 
holding the conference as 
scheduled but stressed that he 
would not cave in to “pres- 
sure." 

“Egypt is concerned with 
holding the economic confer- 
ence on the expected dales" 
but “I’m asking the United 
States and Israel to take 
responsibility (by advancing 
the peace process; to ensure 


the conference's success,” 
Mr. Mubarak was quoted by 
his information minister, 
Safwat A1 Sherif, as saying. 

.Mr. Mubarak urged Israel 
and the United Stares to 
"assume full responsibility ... 
lo guarantee the success of 
this conference” by taking 
steps toward ending the stale- 
mate in the Arab- Israeli peace 
process, said Mr. Sherif. 

EOn Sunday. Mr. 
Netanyahu criticised Egypt, 
saying: “Holding the eco- 
nomic conference is in the 
interest of Egypt.” 

“Whoever tries to cancel it 
is looking to cut off his own 
nose,” Mr. Netanyahu said in 
an interview with Israeli 
Radio. 

The editor-in-chief of A1 
Gomhouriya, Samir Ragab. 
struck back saying: “May 
your (Netanyahu's) nose, ears 
and even your tongue be cut 
off’ and accused the Israeli 
prime minister of making 
“impolite" remarks. 


Number of corruption, bribery cases rises to 101 


(Continued from page 1) 
adulterated flour as well as 
animal feed, the list showed. 

Other cases involved dupli- 
cate products with brand 
name, including watches. 

Dr. Muasher confirmed that 
two employees of the Greater 
Amman Municipal Council 
were charged with altering 
municipal documents related 
to a 1.5 dunum of land in the 
posh Abdoun area. The alter- 
ations showed that the plot was 
in class A residential neigh- 
bourhood whereas the munici- 
pality had classified it as part 
of a 23-dunum area designated 
for a park in 1975. 

The amount of bribery’ 
involved was JD 270.000. 


according to Dr. Muasher. 

Also uncovered were cases 
of stealing of equipment and 
material from the stores of the 
Water Authority of Jordan and 
at least one employee has been 
charged. A contractor with the 
Water Authority of Jordan also 
faces similar charges in a dif- 
ferent case. 

Four employees of the 
Telecommunications Corpora- 
tion (TCC) face charges of 
bribery after they were found 
to have collected money from 
subscribers for quick connec- 
tion of telephone lines. The 
amount known to have been 
received by the four is JD 
12.000 since 1993. 

One or more inspectors from 


the Ministry of Labour were 
found to have ignored viola- 
tions of ministry regulations 
governing foreign workers in 
the country and ignored their 
illegal status without work per- 
mit in return for bribes. 

Also referred to court are 
cases involving forgery of reg- 
istration books of vehicles and 
illegal alteration of chassis ser- 
ial nurabers.in vehicles. 

The Kabariti government 
has made the fight against cor- 
ruption one of its priorities. 

Dr. Muasher's disclosures on 
Monday came in line with a 
government promise to prove 
its seriousness in its endeav- 
ours to fight corruption and 

bribery. 


Jordan pledges continued support 


Prominent candidates take early lead 


(Continued from page 1) ‘ 

of the Arab World representa- 
tives of the Red Crescent and 
Red Cross organisations and 
told his guests that serious 
humanitarian work should 
involve the cooperation of the 
region's countries. 

He said humanitarian work 
should be separated from poli- 
tics and the concerned parties 
should promote their endeav- 
ours by establishing a humani- 
tarian charter that spells out 
principles for such endeav- 
ours. 

Prince Hassan recalled the 
heavy burden which Jordan 
shouldered in dealing with 
hundreds of thousands of dis- 
placed expatriates and 
refugees during the Gulf crisis 
and expressed concern over 
the prospect of Jordan dealing 
witivsimiiar crisis in the. light 
of.' die recent military escala- 
tion in the region. 

He said: “The region lacks 
special institutions that can 
defuse conflicts, control the 
use of arms and assures 
regional security, institutions 
which are necessary to help 
our region avert the catastro- 
phes of conflicts and wars.” 

“Parallel to establishing 
such institutions, the region 
requires endeavours to create a 
mechanism and a means to 
deal with the humanitarian 


aspects, like establishing 
medical centres, hospitals and 
centres for providing relief 
services and medical aid.” the 
Regent added. 

He recalled the conse- 
quences of the 1991 Gulf con- 
flict when Jordan had to deal 
with one- and- half million of 
displaced persons who con- 
verged on the Kingdom from 
the Gulf and his meetings with 
U.N. officials to provide aid 
for them. 

“The management of crises 
is not an easy task,” he said, 
adding that qualified person- 
nel and well-equipped centres 
are required during crises to 
offer the minimum level of 
relief to the distressed people. 

“We are living through a 1 
new phase of worry and uncer- 
tainty represented in the 
reported American prepara- 
tions to receive Kurdish 
refugees following the latest 
escalations in Iraq on the one : 
hand and the reported threats 
which forebodes disasters on 
the other," he stressed. 

Sheikh Abdul Ghani Ashi, 
secretary-general of the Fed- 
eration of the Arab Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Organisa- 
tions, presented Her Royal 
Highness Princess SarvathAl 
Hassan with the Abu Bakr A1 
Siddiq Medal in recognition 
of her efforts and services in 
humanitarian fields. 


(Continued Grom page 1) 

count from 20 municipalities, 
OSCE officials said. 

The three nationalist candi- 
dates had been widely predict- 
ed before the elections as like- 
ly to take the lion's share of the 
votes in the race for the presi- 
dency. 

The presidency will last for 
two years and the candidate 
who gathers the highest tally 
will be elected the president of 
the country. 

The first results were based 
on a count of 103,000 votes in 
nine muncipalitiesm — two in 
the Republika Srpska and 
seven in the Muslira-Croat 
federation. 

They appeared to indicate 
that fears that Mr. Izetbegovic 
would be badly hit by a chal- 
lenge from his main rival Haris 
Silajdzic had.iqot been borne 
out at the b&Hot bo*,jWestem 
diplomatic observers said. 

Sarajevans had feared that if 
Mr. Silajdzic took too many 
votes from Mr. Izeibegovic. 
the presidency might pass to 
Mr. Krajisnik, greatly feared 
by the Bosnian Muslims. 

International organisers cau- 
tioned that the samples, partic- 
ularly for the Muslim contest. 


were too small to indicate reli- 
ably whether Izeibegovic 
would win a big enough 
majority to ensure he would 
head the presidency. 

The OSCE, which is organ- 
ising the poll, said it had 
received 75 protests over the 
conduct of Bosnia's first post- 
war elections and a respected 
monitoring group said the bal- 
loting was not remotely free 
and fair. 

Some of the complaints 
involved groups, apparently 
Muslim refugees bused under 
NATO security into separatist 
Serb territory to vote, who said 
they were* disenfranchised 
because their names were 
missing from polling station 
lists. 

One was a challenge by the 
SDA which denounced voting 
results on Serb territory as 
fraudulent, before they were 
even announced, and vowed 
not to recognise them. 

Authorities must rule on 
complaints within 72 hours of 
receipt. Elections results can- 
not be certified before all 
protests are resolved. 

An independent monitoring 
agency said many refugees in 
Bosnia were effectively disen- 
franchised because of techni- 


cal errors in voter registration. 

Some 200,000 refugees 
abroad may have been unable 
to vote for the same reason, the 
Soros foundation-backed 
International Crisis Group 
(TCG) said in a statement. 

A U.N. spokesman said only 
14,700 of an eligible 150.000 
displaced people dared to 
cross Bosnia's internal bound- 
ary lines to vote on terrain 
from which they were evicted 
by nationalist militias during 
the 1992-95 war. 

International officials at an 
election post-mortem briefing 
blamed the poor turnout for 
buses hired to take refugees 
across ethnic lines on several 
factors, including a postpone- 
ment of municipal voting and a 
general climate of fear. 

ICG monitors said most 
refugees who. wanted to vote in 
the-Serb enti ty "did not because 
polling stattagg were deliber- 
ately placed 'well away from 
their old neighbourhoods and 
because of confusion over 
security precautions. 

“Against this background of 
adverse conditions, electoral 
engineering and disenfran- 
chisement, these elections can- 
not be described as free, fair or 
democratic,” the ICG said. 


U.S. fails to seal cracks in anti-Iraq coalition 


Foreign exchange reserves 
will be up 


(Continued Grom page 1) 

a SI bOlion pledge made at the 
Paris meeting. 

Some of the pledges have 
already been fulfilled, she said, 
noting that the European Union 
(EU) had signed a $125 million 
assistance to the Kingdom’s bal- 
ance of payments and the U.S. 
Bum Bank had also granted 
5200 million in credit facilities 
for Jordanian imports of Ameri- 
can goods and services. 

Other expected funds include 
a $100 million soft loon from an 
Arab fund and another tranche 
of European assistance of $120 
raillioa, she added. 

Dr Khalaf said Jordan had 
achieved major success in bring- 
ing down its foreign debts in 
terms of its relation to the King- 
dom’s gross domestic product 
(GDP). 

She noted that Jordan's for- 
eign debts stood at more than 
200 per cent of its GDP only a 
few years ago, but now it stands 
at around 100 per cent. 

‘This means chat we have not 
simply brought down the debts 
but increased our GDR7 Dr. 


(Continued from page 1) 

Israeli officials said that a 
group of settlers who had 
occupied four of the 
closed-down shops last 
week had been removed 
and police would prevent 
any future seizures, Mr. 
Natshe said. 

Under agreements for the 
expansion of Palestinian 
self-rule in the West Bank, 
the Israeli government, 
then led by the dovish 
Labour Party, pledged to 
allow the reopening of the 
market. 

The accords, concluded 


Khalaf pointed out 

The government wiD soon 
present a report to die World 
Bank, outlining all the econom- 
ic reforms it had undertaken and 
proposes to undertake, die said 

The World Bank is guiding 
the Kingdom's economic 
restructuring and the report is 
expected to bring in additional 
World Bank assistance to the 
reform programme. 

However, the restructuring 
and reform programme is mere 
Jordanian than World Bank or 
International Monetary Fund, 
the minister said 

“Jordan stands out in the Mid- 
dle East region after having 
achieved so much through eco- 
nomic restructuring aid the gov- 
ernment is committed to the pro- 
gramme because it has been a 
tremendous success for the 
country and its economy,” Dr. 
Khalaf said 

“It is a national programme 
that aims at positively address- 
ing all aspects of the national 
economy,” and as such it cannot 
simply be described as an exter- 
nal programme imposed on Jor- 
dan, she added 


in September 1995, also 
called for the withdrawal of 
Israeli troops from 80 per 
cent of the town, home to 
120,000 Palestinians. 

However, the redeploy- 
ment plan was put on hold 
by the new government, led 
by Israel’s hardline Likud 
Parry leader, Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 

His government is seek- 
ing to renegotiate the agree- 
ments with the Palestinians 
to allow the Israeli military 
to mainrain a presence in 
areas it was supposed to 

vacate. 


(Continued from page 1) 

The Pentagon had announced 
on Friday that additional troops 
would be sent ro Kuwait, but this 
was thrown into question over 
the weekend as Kuwait City 
balked at the deployment. It gave 
final approval on Monday. 

White House spokesman 
Michael McCrary declined to 
say how many U.S. troops 
would be sent to Kuwait where 
eight F-1I7 Stealth bombers 
and 18 F-16 fighters were 
deployed last week. 

“We can confirm that the gov- 
ernment of Kuwait has agreed to 
the stationing of our troops 
there," Mr. McCuny said. 

The threat to deploy more 
troops came despite Baghdad's 
pledge Friday to stop attacking 
allied warplanes patrolling an 
expanded flight-exclusion zone 
in southern Iraq established to 
protest the mainly Shiite popu- 
lation there. 

The zone was enlarged after 
Iraqi troops entered Kurdish- 
held northern Iraq on Aug. 31, 
helping one Kurdish faction take 
control of nearly the entire 
region and spawning a refugee 
crisis. 

Kuwait, which a U.S.-led mil- 
itary coalition freed from Iraqi 
occupation in the 1991 Gulf war, 
was the only Arab country to 
openly support U.S. cruise mis- 
sile strikes on southern Iraq on 
SepL 3 and 4. 

The strikes were in retaliation 
for an Iraqi military incursion 
into the Kurdish “safe haven" of 
northern Iraq. 

Mr. Perry said Sunday that he 
had alerted troops based at Fort 
Hood, Texas, to be prepared to 
join 1,200 U.S. troops already 
staging exercises in the Kuwaiti 
desen. Some 3,000 to 5,000 
troops are to be deployed. 

A Western diplomat said 
Kuwait's initial hesitation in 
accepting die troops arose 
“because Arab countries are 
fully against it, fully against 
intervention” in Iraq, 

They are not alone. In Ankara 

on Monday. Foreign Minister 


Tuisu Ciller ruled out letting the 
United Slates use the Incirlik air 
base in southern Turkey. 

"There has been no U.S. 
request for the use (of Incirlik) ... 
Indeed we cannot respond posi- 
tively to such a request regarding 
Inciriik," Mrs. Ciller told 
reporters after a meeting with 
Mr. Perry. 

‘This would not be a correct 
approach for our country's cur- 
rent interests.” 

Allied aircraft based in Incirlik 
launched intensive strikes 
against Iraqi targets during the 
Gulf war. 

After being refused support 
from Turkey for airstrikes on 
Iraq, Mr. Petty headed Monday 
for a hastily arranged meeting 
with counterparts Michael Por- 
tillo of Britain and Charles Mil- 
Ion of France. 

Tbe British Defence Ministry 
said the three were to meet at an 
air base west of London late 
Monday. 

Britain has given its full sup- 
port for U.S. cruise missile 
strikes on Iraqi military installa- 
tions but France has distanced 
itself from the strikes. 

In addition to Kuwait, Mr. 
Perry's regional tour also includ- 
ed a stop in Bahrain, the headr 
quarters of the U.S. Fifth Fleet It 
has accepted the deployment at 
its air bases of 23 U.S. F-16 
fighters. 

The U.S. defence chief met in 
with King Fahd in Saudi Arabia, 
which has forbade the United 
Stares from using U.S. war- 
planes based in the kingdom to 
cany out strikes on Iraq. 

Iraqi newspapers on Monday 
welcomed Mr. Perry’s apparent 
difficulties. 

“The desperate efforts of the 
United States to revive the (Gulf 
war) coalition to cany out its 
aggressive plans is doomed to 
failure," said AJ Thawra. ‘The 
American administration is 
incapable of understanding the 
changes which have taken place 
in tbe attitude of the whole 
world." 

Another official Iraqi daily 
said Iraq had foiled a U.S. plot 


to divide the country ami set up 
puppet regimes in the Kurdish 
north and mainly Shiite Muslim 
south. 

The plot was to be set in 
modem by Jalal Talabani, leader 
of the Patriotic Union of Kurdis- 
tan (PUK) defeated in the north 
by a rival Kurdish faction which 
turned to Baghdad, A1 
Jumhouriya newspaper charged. 

“The plan was for the PUK to 
seize control of northern Iraq 
with the support of Iran, for 
anarchy to spread in die south, 
and for puppet governments to 
be formed in both regions,” it 
said. 

‘The puppet government to be 
set up in the south would then 
call for protection from the Unit- 
ed Stales and its allies,” the 
paper said. 

“This pkx. which was to be 
carried out in September, aimed 
to divide Iraq into three entities 
which would then wage war. 
allowing the United States to 
take fiiU control of Iraq.” 

Saudi Defence Minister Prince 
Sultan said that he did not think 
the United States planned anoth- 
er military strike against Iraq and 
welcomed recent statements 
from Baghdad aimed at defusing 
tensions. 

On Monday Iraq’s ambassador 
to the United Nations, Nizar 
Hamdoun, told die Cable News 
Network that Baghdad would 
not fire on allied planes ^Wash- 
ington halted its military buildup 
in the region. 

“If they don't shoot at us, 
we're not going to shoot a 
them,” Mr. Hamdoun said, 
adding “we are in a waiting sta- 
tus.” 

U.S. officials have said that 
■Washington’s allies haw basi- 
cally the same perception of the 
threat posed by Baghdad, mid 
merely disagree with the U.S. 
approach. 

They have also said that the 
U.S. military is up to the task of 
facing Iraq alone if necessary. 

But the decision to send the 
top U.S. defence official abroad 
confirms that they take seriously 
the coalition’s apparent fracture. 


Hebronites demand reopening of market 
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IMF steps up surveillance role 
but notes weakening in reserves 


Asian reliance on Arab oil seen as 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The International Monetary 
Fund ('IMF) bolstered its 
surveillance of world 
economies in its last finan- 
cial year but saw its 
reserves contract in the face 
of major commitments., 
notably to Russia. 

The IMF, in a report on 
its financial year ending 
April 30, disclosed that it 
had extended financial 
commitments to member 
states worth $26 billion. 

The figure was well 
above the $22 billion com- 
mitted in 1994-1995, the 
year of the Mexican peso 
crisis, and the $20 billion 
made available during a 
debt emergency in 1982- 
1983. 

The IMF in the past fina- 
cial period accorded a $10 
billion credit to Russia, sec- 
ond only to the $17.5 bil- 
lion approved for Mexico 
in 1995- 

In addition, the fund insti- 


tuted a new emergency 
financing mechanism to 
enable it to respond rapidly 
to members confronting an 
external financial crisis. 

At the same time, aid pro- 
grammes were approved 
for countries just emerging 
from conflicts, with Bosnia 
the first beneficiary. 

But the report noted that 
as a result of such financ- 
ing, its liquidity ratio — 
between the IMF’s uncom- 
mitted usable resources and 
its liabilities — fell to 89.8 
per cent in late April from 
126.1 per cent at the end of 
its financial period a year 
earlier. 

The fund's liquid 
resources dropped to $81.8 
billion as of April 30. 1996 
from $89 3 billion in 1995. 

But the IMF said it bad 
also taken steps to add to its 
resources. An extension of 
its borrowing capacity 
should be finally approved 
at its annual meeting later 


this month, according to 
IMF deputy managing 
director Stanley Fisher. 

An agreement in principle 
on the expansion has been 
reached with a dozen new 
countries, taking the total 
amount available to the 
IMF in time of crisis to 
around $50 billion. 

A key question con- 
fronting the IMF remains a 
proposal to sell a small pan 
of the fund's gold reserves 
to finance its participation 
in an initiative — to be car- 
ried out with the World 
Bank — to ease the debt 
burden of the world’s poor- 
est countries. 

Also unresolved are the 
allocation of special draw- 
ing rights (SDR) to new 
IMF members who have 
□ever received them and 
increases in quota contribu- 
tions. 

At present , the necessaiy 
majority backing for 
expanding SDR allocations 


has not been achieved, 
according to Mr. .Fisher, 
who added that consensus 
on a quota hike was possi- 
ble next year. 

On the question of sur- 
veillance, the IMF has 
increased to one a month 
the frequency of informal 
executive board meetings 
to review major develop- 
ments in selected countries. 

As of Sept. 18 the IMF 
will launch an information 
service on the Internet, pro- 
viding economic and finan- 
cial statistics that member 
states agree to release regu- 
larly to the public and to the 
markets. 

Thirty-three countries 
have agreed to participate 
in the service. 

With 181 member states, 
the IMF operates on a bud- 
get of $490 million and 
employs 2^200 people. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Japan and other Asian coun- 
tries are set to become 
almost completely reliant on 
Arab oil as they press ahead 
with refinery expansion to 
meet domestic demand, an 
official report has said 

South Asian countries and 
Pacific nations currently 
import from the Middle East 
nearly 76 per cent of their 
total crude supplies of 
around 9.3 million barrels 
per day (bpd), the Kuwaiti- 
based Organisation of Arab 
Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries (OAPEC) said in its 
quarterly bulletin. 

The level is projected to 
grow to 79 per cent in 1997 
and 84 per cent in 2000 
before it climbs above 90 
per cent in Ihe following 
years. 

“By the year 2005. around 
92 per cent of that region's 
crude imports will come 
from the Middle East unless 
there are other supply 
sources," it said. 

“Since most of those 
countries have plans to 
expand their refining capac- 
ity to meet local consump- 


EPA: Japan is tired, but time to wake up to reality 


TOKYO (.AFP) — Japan is 
tired. The econonuc sys- 
tems. structures and poli- 
cies that drove the nation to 
the top of the world over 
the past 50 years have run 
their course and it is time to 
change. 

So says the Economic 
Planning Agency (EPA) in 
its white paper , the govern- 
ment’s annual prognosis on 
the economy since 1947. 

“The economic system 
that has until now regulated 
the market economy in 
Japan now shows signs of 
exhaustion." the EPA said 
in it s economic survey of 
Japan. 

It concluded the collapse 
of the speculative “bubble 
economy” of the late 1980s, 
the yen’s rise against the 
dollar, intensifying compe- 
tition and bn ageing popula- 
tion means Japan has to 
rethink its way of doing 
things. 

“Fifty years after World 
War II, the Japanese econo- 
my finds itself in a period 
of historical structural 
adjustment," the EPA said, 
adding that uncertainties 
about the future direction of 
the economy contributed to 
the “strikingly exceptional 
low growth” of the past 
four years. 


The report provides a 
clear basis for the argu- 
ments of EPA director gen- 
eral Shusei Tanaka, 
appointed-early this year by 
Prime Minister Ryu taro 
Hashimoto to head eco- 
nomic planning for Japan. 

Mr. Tanaka believes in 
radical deregulation if the 
maturing economy is to 
boost its capacity for 
growth. 

He has backers in Mr. 
Hashimoto and Finance 
Minister Wataru Kubo, and 
the EPA paper carries the 
weight of being the govern- 
ment's view of the econo- 
my. The question is 
whether the message can be 
sold to the electorate, 
industry and the bureau- 
crats. 

But as Akira Sadahro, a 
research department direc- 
tor at the EPA, said in brief- 
ing foreign press: “It is our 
job to explain the situation, 
not to make decisions about 
what is to be done.” 

Nonetheless, ihe white 
paper spells out the need for 
change. 

“The low growth of the 
first half of the 1990s was 
caused by the Japanese eco- 
nomic structure and sys- 
tem's inability to cope with 
several successive internal 


and external shocks,” it 
said. 

The paper said that 
despite government 

attempts to stimulate the 
economy, such as the injec- 
tions of public funds — in 
the order of 60 trillion yen 
($555 billion ) and a 5J 
trillion yen tax cut Japan 
was hit by three unexpected 
shocks. Those were the 
Kobe earthquake, the sharp 
rise of the yen, and the gas 
attack on the Tokyo sub- 
way. 

Economic recovery has 
yet to be realised. 

The EPA concluded: 
‘True recovery of the econ- 
omy should be achieved 
through strengthening the 
base of the- Japanese econo- 
my by changing economic 
structures and systems." ‘ 

The agency said Japan’s 
three-level industrial struc- 
ture — based on profitable, 
and unprofitable, manufac- 
turing sectors, and the ser- 
vices sector, needed to be 
reviewed. 

Boosting the unprofitable 
sector, rather than coddling 
it, might help further 
redress the current account 
surplus and reduce the dif- 
ference between prices in 
Japan and overseas, as well 
as create a structure more 


THE Daily Crossword by Alvin L Becker 


ACROSS 
1 Gross guy 
5 — miss 
(haphazard) 

10 Deprivation 

14 — mutuel 

15 — Gay (WWII 
plane) 

16 Hybrid citrus 

17 Erstwhile mils. 

18 Playwright 
Pirandello 

19 Nursery item 

20 Chicken 

23 tn the dumps 

24 Antagonist 

25 Render 
motionless 

28 Cabbage dish 
30 Imitate 

33 Landed 

34 Errant GIs 

35 Kind □( music 

36 Holmes 
adventure (with 
■The”) 

40 Vane letters 

41 Commerce 

42 Bulrush 

43 Patriotic gp. 

44 Put to work 

45 Except 

47 Set a dog on 

48 On the ocean 

49 Discover in the 
act 

56 Indonesian 
island 

57 Haul — (high 
society) 

58 In — 
(completely) 

59 Arab land 

60 Noted fur trader 

61 Alaskan isle 

62 Gusto 

63 Some lights 

64 Close by 

DOWN 

1 Incentive 

2 Whip 

3 Approximately 

4 Hem in some 
gardens 

5 Gas 

6 Occupied 


1 2 3 u 


5 fi 7 8 9 


10 111 112 113 


25 1 26 [27 


130 |31 |32 


153 (54 |55 
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7 Work hard 
6 Russian saint 
9 Precipitation 

10 Money 

11 Fairytale 
heavy 

12 Glided 

13 Blood relation 

21 Building wing 

22 Use a divining 
rod 

25 Came dean 

26 Actress Verdugo 

27 Apple drink 

28 Stockholm 
native 

29 Gold strike 

30 Debale 

31 Cezanne and 
Klee 

32 Fleurels 

34 Jewish month 

37 System of 
morality 

38 'll I Were — “ 

39 Certain 
Southerner 


iQOUOU 


A I L j O 


i nnnnn 


timing 



AiClE 
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BBHfl 


45 Theater people 

46 Tchrs.’ gp. 

47 Assigned task 

48 Append 

49 Arrived 

50 Woe word 

51 Wine 


52 Within: pref. 

53 Be too 
affectionate 

54 Ms. Kelt 

55 Gloomy 

56 Dickens' pen 
name 


suitable for the future. 

“The keys are improve- 
ment in the competitive 
environment by deregula- 
tion, increase of imports in 
light of Japan's compara- 
tive advantage, and expan- 
sion into the technological 
frontier," it said. 

Importantly, the agency 
decided: “Thinking on eco- 
nomic policy must change." 

“Industrial structural 
change and revision of eco- 
nomic policies will lead to 
sustainable growth with 
improvements in productiv- 
ity and in the quality of life 
— the ultimate goal of the 
Japanese economy — that 
will equal those of the other 
advanced countries,” the 
agency said.- 

The agency pointed out 
that unless there was . an 


improvement in productivi- 
ty and sustainable growth, 
the social security system 
on which a rapidly ageing 
population relies for its 
future “may be damaged." 

The agency said in order 
to turn an economic struc- 
ture that helped Japan 
“catch up" after the war 
into one that can continue 
to perform, “the system that 
regulated the market econo- 
my in Japan also needs to 
be changed.” 

The report did not criti- 
cise the fundamental differ- 
ences that set Japan apart 
from other industrialised 
economies — dominance 
of major corporations, life- 
time employment, cross 
shareholding interlinking 
corporations, and the power 
of the major banks. 


THE BETTER HALF. By Glasbergen 




“Please moan into the phone. A nurse 
will evaluate your moan to determine 
if you are too sick to work today 
or just faking it." 

Peanuts 



tioo. their reliance on Arab 
oil is inevitable." the 
OAPEC bulletin added. 

The report covered Japan. 
China. South Korea, Singa- 
pore. Malaysia. Taiwan. 
Hong Kong. Vietnam, 
Indonesia, India and Aus- 
tralia. 

High consumption caused 
by rapid economic growth 
rates is steadily widening 
the gap between production 
and demand in those coun- 
tries while some of them 
have become pure 
importers, the 10-nation 
organisation said. 

It cited China as one of the 
biggest oil producers and 
consumers of oil in the 
world. But it said consump- 
tion was growing much 
faster than production, forc- 
ing the most populous 
nation on earth to look for 
foreign supply sources. 

China has already struck 
small deals to import oil 
from Saudi Arabia and other 
Gulf oil producers. But it is 
expected to largely boost 
those imports in the near 
future to cover the broaden- 
ing production-consumption 


gap. 

~ Japan already gets nearly 
70 per cent of its ■ crude 
needs from the Gulf and the 
level is forecast to surge to 
nearly 80 per cent by the 
year 2000. 

“Oil consumption in Asia 
and the Pacific will continue 
to grow steadily over the 
next decade and beyond. 
Regional supplies will then 
far lag behind local produc- 
tion and the gap will be 
filled mainly by additional 
supplies from the Middle 
East” said OAPEC, which 
controls 60 per cent of the 
world's oil. 

“Despite substantial 
changes in that region over 
the past two decades, it still 
heavily depends on the Gulf 
for its oil needs," it added. 

“Such dependence will 
reach unprecedented levels 
in the next few years for a 
simple 'reason, which is that 
China. Indonesia and 
Malaysia will join the group 
of countries that will import 
large quantities of oil.” 

'Hie report said Gulf stares 
had the potential to meet the 
needs of the region given 


Bahrain to spend $2.39b 
on development projects 

MANAMA (R) — Bahrain has an ambitious 900 million 
dinar ($2.39 billion) plan to upgrade its infrastructure, a 
cabinet minister has said . 

Cabinet Affairs and Information Minister Mohammad 
Ibrahim A1 Mutawae told Reuters the plan includes build- 
ing a power plant at a cost of around $600 million to meet 
growing demand. 

He said a number of Arab investment funds would 
finance a new sea port at a proposed industrial area in 
Hidd, which would be linked with the main sea port of 
Mina'Sulman by a bridge. 

“The participation of Arab funds in Bahrain's new pro- 
jects reflects their confidence in its economy,” Mr. 
Mutawae added. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hand Amdd and Mike Arginon 

It feels wet but It's another 

wgrid ^ ^ 


A WALK THROUGH 
A RAIN FOREST 
CAN &E THI$. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
farm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by Ihe above cartoon. 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, lo form 
four ordinary words. 


LAVNA 


eiMINm Med, Smta Inc 
MAyaRmnw. 


LYKIS 


MECION 


MILTEG 


Print answer here : 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: ACUTE WINCE EMERGE HEALTH 
Answer: Whai Ihe visitors experienced at the sea 
park — A WHALE OF A TIME 




/WHAT 
2 / DID YOU 
8 l STOP FOR?! 






Andy Capp 



Hl/lBET ) 
VOU DONT S 
RoyiaweeR 
ME- r—"' 1 


■3 ISK WCM 

05T B» snUNCAluJM NKmulOKUU MftlH 
*M£RO SWOtAIf lie 


YOU WIN- 
NOW PUSH 
W OFF' r' 




ONCE SEEN— 


Mutt’n’Jeff 

j I‘M HAVING ALL KINDS V VDU CARRy HEAVY' | ILATERZI 


OF TROUBLE WITH My / ACCIDENT INSURANCE 
CAR ! I CANT SELL iTj WHV DONT YOU 
CANT <SET ANVTHIt^y«l ACCU36NrW_LV RUN 
FOR IT/ _ -j£Jb\INT0 A TWEE OR 
^ S OMETHING? 

W*T_ lVPU MIGHT 


1%! 


HELLO, 
i JEFF / 


/l DIP IT. MUTT/ 
RAM THE CAR. 
i INTO A STONE 
^VWALLAND 
J ? 9 REPORTED 
Ai WIT TO THE 
INSURANCE 
COMPANY 1 


OH, GOOD/ 
WHAT DIP 
Y&UGET? 


three 

.VEARS/ 


inevitable C 

their massive crude reserves ■ I ^ * 

and plans to upgrade capac- E 

ity. , 

Official figures showed 
Saudi Arabia. Iran, Iraq 
Kuwait and the United Arab v.'$ 

Emirates lUAE) . fao^ 
around 60 per cent of the 
global proven crude 
reserves and they account ' 

for nearly a quarter of the 
world's oil supplies. rft? 

Their production capacity ' uppSC ^ “ 
is estimated at around 20 t*- rv'-fSS 

million bpd. which will • '"t-.Ir: (13 
exceed 25 mjllion bpd in 
2000 due to multi-billion- "\t.- 
dollar expansion projects. ' 

This is in contrast with most L, ‘ ^ ^ C*£ 

other producers, whose - ~ 

capacity will gradually 
decline in the near future ''' c > ; r*? fT 

because of their small " 

reserves. 

“The Asian-Pacific region " 

will face a difficult situation-, i J “T 
concerning oil production* OK ij i 

and supply. This will give ■ ~ 

rise to competition to mar- 

ket oil there and such devel- j 

opments will have important ‘ • 

effects on potential crude 

traders and investors in the ’ LL 

region." OAPEC said. 


HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 

TUESDAY SEPTEM- 
BER 17, 1996 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Rig filer Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) You are highly 
inspired today and you 
should go after your 
wishes wasting a 
moment’s time for you to 
progress. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 21) Contact a big- 
wig who can give you 
support today, and state 
your aims. Handle your 
career activities with 
much efficiency. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 2 1 1 This is a good 
day today to see as many 
“ ^persons as- yon can and 
. rj o;et the finest benefits 
- 'possible for you to be 
successful. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Get 
busy working on some 
new plan which can bring 
you greater abundance at 
this time, go about this in 
a positive manner. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) You have new ideas 
and can get assistance 
from one of a different 
background today, which 
can add to your own 
experience. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Try to 
keep the promises you 
have made to the best of 
your ability at this time. 
Keep busy working all 
day long for you to be 
successful. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Have a 
candid talk with a bigwig 
today and come to a fine 
agreement on a new pro- 
ject. Lisren to new ideas 
and analyse them clever- 
ly. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Use 
your own ideas at this 
time for some career 
activities you have to do. 
don’t permit others to 
influence you in your 
tasks. 

SAGITTARIUS: d 

I November 22 to Decern- 1 
ber 21) You have excel- 
lent ideas for putting your 
talents to work at this 
time. Later this evening 
have fim at whatever you 
like to do, but don’t over- 
spend. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) 
Don’t yield to pressure 
today at borne so that 
your life does not become 
too difficult Be more 
idealistic, no matter what 
arises. 

AQUARIUS: (January 
21 to February i9) You 
can be highly productive 
today, but don't make 
radical changes. Be with 
fellow associates who are 
helpful to you on a ne w 
project. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Seek the assis- 
tance of a powerful per-W 
son who can give you the 
help you need to be suc- 
cessful. Cut down on 
heavy expenses. 

Birthstone of Septem- 
ber: Sapphire ■ — taph 
Lazuli. 
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Palestinian stock exchange ready to start trading 




me e |aw n nf a t'h^anttJ°D da u anaounc es that, in conformity with 
l , n ™ o 0f ™ e Central Bank and the bylaw of the Issuance of 

hantnntrf 1 ^ N ?‘ I 11 ) y ear 1995 > a modified (JD10) 

bankn°t^w | ll be put in circulation as from Tuesday 17/9/1996. ' 

™ ®P® c| fi cations of the new note are completely the same as 
m^ltotions-- rent y ,n clrcu,atlon * exce P t for the following 

Ir^h£^ raS K Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan" in 
Arabic has been added to the front of the note. 

* J he Phra se 'The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 11 in 

English has been added to the back. 

• The dates (both the Hejira and Gregorian) in Arabic has 
been placed to the right of the dates in English on the back 
of the note. 

The modified note will circulate alongside the existing note and 
both shall remain in circulation as legal tender. 


NABLUS, West Bank (R) 
— The first Palestinian 
stock exchange in the self- 
ruled areas is ready to begin 
operations as soon as the 
Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) gives it 
the go-ahead, the bourse's 
director has said. 


Safwan A1 Bataina, gen- 
eral manager of the Pales- 
tine Securities Exchange 
(PSE), said technical and 
administrative preparations 
for the $2 million exchange 
had been completed. 

“We now have an 
advanced securities 


exchange both in terms of 
its electronic equipment 
and in terras of the strict 
monitoring regulations. We 
are waiting for the Palestin- 
ian National Authority 
to.. .issue the necessary 
legal regulations to start 
working." Dr. Bataina told 
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Reuters. The PSE is a joint 
venture between the Pales- 
tinian Development and 
Investment Company 
(PADICO) and the PLO’s 
Sained Establishment, two 
main players in the nascent 
Palestinian economy. Both 
began working on setting 
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up the exchange in the West 
Bank city of Nablus last 
year. The exchange is 
designed to attract capital 
from expatriates still reluc- 
tant to invest in the volatile 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 
Trading will be conducted 
via computer terminals. 

Shoman 

presides 

over first 

board 

meeting 

ofPABI 

AMMAN tf.T.I — The 
board of directors of the 
Palestinian Arab Bank for 
Investment (PABI) held its 
first meeting at the Arab 
Bank headquarters in 
Shmeisani Monday SepL 
16. 1996 under the chair- 
manship of Abdul Majeed 
Shoman. 

The Arab Bank holds 55 
per cent equity of PABI 
which has a total capital of 
$20 million. Other various 
international institutions 
and corporations, such as 
the International Financing 
Corporation tIFC). which is 
affiliated to the World Bank, 
holds a 25 per cent of the 
PABI equity. The German 
Company for Development 
and Investment (DEG) has 
acquired 15 per cent, and 
Enterprise Investments 
Company (EIC) holds five 
per cent of the capital of 
PABI which was estab- 
lished on June 9, 1996 in the 
West Bank town of 
Ramallah. 

The founding general 
assembly of PABI held a 
meeting in Ramallah on 
SepL 15,19:96 and elected its 
board of directors and for- 
mally announced die estab- 
lishment of me bank. 

Through its banking oper- 
ations, PABI will support 
the Palestinian economy, 
grant short and medium- 
term loans PABI signed an 
agreement with the Arab 
Bank whereby the latter 
undertakes the training of 
cadres employed by PABI. 


[Daily 
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A review of news from the Arabic press 


Industrial Estates Corporation 
begins implementing second phase 
of development prgramme 

** THE JORDANIAN Industrial Estates Corporation 
(JIEC) has started to implement the second phase of its 
developmental programme, for the years 1996 to 2000, 
which includes buying lands in various areas of the King- 
dom to set up new industrial estates. 

JIEC Direcror-General Assen Hindawi revealed that the 
corporation's future projects cover Aqaba, Karak, Irbid, 
SalL Maan. Tafileh. Zarqa, Mafraq. Jerash, Madaba in 
addition to Amman. Mr. Hindawi said an agreement was 
reached with the Aqaba Region Authority to allocate 2.000 
dunums for building an industrial estate in Aqaba. JTEC 
paid JD 400.000. representing 50 per cent of the land 
value, he added. 

Mr. Hindawi said that 1,856 dunums of government 
lands were appropriated in the Govemorate of Karak at a 
cost of JD 281.2S3 which was paid in full. JIEC also paid 
JD 818,000 to owners of 300 dunums adjacent to AJ Has- 
san Industrial Estate in Irbid and is about to purchase 
another 200 dunums to enlarge the estate to 1,000 duaums. 

The JIEC paid JD 142.000 for appropriating 50 addition- 
al dunums to be annexed to the lands previously appropri- 
ated for the Salt industrial estate project. Mr. Hindawi said 
noting dial the corporation has paid JD 1 .62 million so far 
to purchase lands for setting up new industrial estates or 
expanding established ones. 

In other areas, the corporation has specified 2,000 
dunums of government lands in the Govemorate of Maan 
and another 1. 000 dunums in the Tafileh Govemorate to be 
appropriate for setting up industrial estates. The Land and 
Survey Department wrote to the concerned parties to lease 
to the JIEC a plot of land in Zarqa for an industrial estate 
there, Mr. Hindawi said. JIEC has specified other plots in 
Mafraq and Jerash and is working to specify a suitable sue 
in Madaba. 

Mr. Hindawi said the corporation wili be setting up a new 
industrial estate in Amman due to the expansion of indus- 
tries and Lhe inability of the industrial estate in Sahab ro 
accommodate more industries. He added that a loca- 
tion has already been chosen for the new estate. 

Accordine to Mr. Hindawi. the industrial estab- 
lishments in Amman (Sahab) and Irbid accounted for 
16 6 per cent of Jordan national exports having 
exported products worth JD 166 million last year. 
The industries, he said, employ _ 15,-00 workers 
or 12.3 per cent of the total industrial work- 
force (A! Ra’i). 
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FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 / 
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{ Interflora Membership ) 
* Fresh &- Dry Flowers 
Production & Designe 


Salma Inter Flowers 
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Professional QoaUty| in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop youri colour film at 
our shop and gcc- 
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StaMtonL*J3pp. Grindlayi 
Bank. Phone: »«42 
Swefieh tel: 823891 
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I in Amman. 


Fbr details please oall 

Tel . 884230 
Fax. 864231 



DOUMK 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 

Tel. 693399 




ik H Abdoun - Tel : 819564 
\Vm Mobil Phone - (079) 29339 


The best of MY. 
wedding gowns & 
designer wear for all 
occasions. 
Tahari 
Ellen Tracy 
Christian Dior USA 
And much more at 
reduced prices 

TeiV 856^988 
Next, to Amra Hotel 
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PtuSoioette 

Saufid & S*t*4d (tyc 


OPEN DAILY FROM 
. 10 A.M - 1 A.M 
TeL 857199 
Fax 898537 


Uxnm Uthalna 
behind San Rock 
Hotel 




THE WEAL ADDRESS 
FOR EMBASSIES, 
(PATRIATES & FAMILIES 
SWCE/MS 
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|TEL. 810150, FAX '8271 1 3| 
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AUTORENTAL. 

What Kind of 
Car Do You 
Need Today ? 
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Call 858874 / 5 


TO RDUERTiSE IN 
THIS SECTION CALL 
667171/6 - 670141/4 
Eat. 223 
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Leonardo da Vinci 

Authentic Italian Cuisine 
Established 1977 
Open: Lunch: 12:30 - 3:30 
Dinner: 7:30-11:30 
Located In 'Amman 
Financial District 
Shmeisani 

Tel.: 662441 / 606281 
Free Vallet Parking 
Reservation Required 
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Sports 


7th Arabian Horse 


Festival begins today 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Organisers are all set 
and have prepared everything down 
to the last detail hoping horse lovers 
will come out and enjoy the four-day 
Arabian Horse Festival which opens 
here Tuesday. 

Organisers at the Royal Jordanian 
Equestrian Federation (RJEF), head- 
ed by Her Royal Highness Princess 
Alia Bint A1 Hussein, are very happy 
with the number of participants and 
the fact that the annual event, cele- 
brating its seventh year, this season 
enjoys sponsorship by Oracle, a 
leader in the world's information 
management software technology. 

“We have done everything to 
ensure the event’s success. We can- 
not thank Oracle enough for all their 
sincere efforts in marketing the 
event. Without them there would be 
no festival, " noted Princess Alia 

“It is well-known that the organis- 


ers have a lot on their minds regard- 
ing many details connected with the 
actual event Therefore, if the adver- 
tising aspect is seriously taken care 
of by die sponsor that is a great 
relie,” she added. 

Princess Alia noted that a special 
brochure prepared by Oracle was 
now being distributed to all arriving 
passengers at Queen Alia 
international Airport In addition to 
information about the horse show, 
the brochure also includes a map of 
Amman showing important sites in 
the capital. 

During the final press conference 
before the start of the event the 
Princess said about 140 participants 
would be taking part They represent 
Kuwait Qatar, Palestine, the United 
Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, and the 
U.S. 

The horse festival begins (today) 
Tuesday with horse races at A1 
Hussein Sports City grounds in the 
afternoon. The horse show starts 


Wednesday and continues through- 
out Thursday at the Royal Stables in 
Hummar. 

The event will conclude with the 
Middle East Championships on 
Friday. 

A judges course will also be held 
Saturday and Sunday. 

Princess Alia noted that 27 
Jordanian horse breeders would be 
taking part with Jordanian partici- 
pants representing over 70 per cent 
of entries. The events will enable 
participating horses to qualify for 
international championships. 

Tuesday's horse races will be run 
over 1200 metres, 1400m, and 
1600m. 

Judges for the horse show represent 
Holland, Australia, Poland Sweden, 
and Morocco. They will be looking 
at type, head and neck, body and 
topline, legs and movement. 

The endurance race, open only to 
local participants, will this year be 
held Oct. IS. 


Roma take early Serie A lead 
while Milan lose again 


ROME fR) — Goals from 
Uruguay's Daniel Fonseca 
and Argentine Abel Balbo 
lifted Roma to the top of 
Italy's Serie A Sunday as 
the Rome side kept up their 
perfect start to the season 
with a 2-0 win at Vicenza. 

With a maximum six 
points from two matches. 
Roma are level on points 
with Bologna and Inter, 
winners over Verona and 
Perugia respectively, but 
lead the table on goal differ- 
ence. 

Champions Milan’s mini- 
crisis continued with a 2-1 
defeat at Sampdoria. their 
second setback in five days 
following the shock 3-2 
European Cup loss to Porto 
Wrllast Wednesday. • 

European Cup holders 
Juventus lie joint fourth 
with Parma after defeating 
Cagliari 2-1 in Turin. Parma 
were held 0-0 at Piacenza 

Fonseca's second goal of 
the season followed a fine 
header from Italy under-21 
international Damiano 
Tommasi. 

In the second half, 
Roma’s new Aigentine 
coach Carlos Bianchi 
replaced the tiring Fonseca 
with Martin Dahlin and the 
Swede promptly set up 
Balbo for the second. 

Bologna, Serie B champi- 
ons last season, continue to 
reap the reward for 
strengthening their squad in 
the summer, winning with 
goals from Russian Igor 
Koly vanov and Carlo Nervo 
at Verona. 

Roy Hodgson’s expen- 


sively built Inter, with seven 
foreigners on their books, 
struggled to a 1-0 home win 
over Perugia. 

At least. San Siro fans 
were treated to another solo 
goal to add to George 
weah's end-to-end effort for 
Milan last weekend. 

This time. Inter’s Javier 
Zanetti started his run close 
to the halfway line, drib- 
bling past three defenders 
before scoring. 

But after Zanetti's goal, 
only former international 
goalkeeper Gianluca 
Pagliuca kept inter in the 
game. 

“The best thing would be 
for Serie A to finish now 
while we’re first, then I 
could go on holiday in the 
West Indies for 10 months,'’ 
said Hodgson, acknowledg- 
ing that his multi-star line- 
up would take time to knit 
together. 

Despite controversially 
dropping Roberto Baggio 
and giving veteran defender 
Pietro Vierchowod his 
Milan debut, coach Oscar 
Washington Tabarez again 
saw his side foresake an 
early lead. 

Weah put the champions 
in front in the 13th minute, 
profiting from French 
defender Oumar Dieng’s 
error, but Sampdoria drew 
level with the last kick of 
the first half — a thumping 
free-kick from Argentine 
Juan Veron. 

With 13 minutes left, cap- 
tain Roberto Mancini set- 
tled the contest with a 
superb header — his 128th 


serie a goal. 

Juve's Croat striker Alen 
Boksic, on target against 
Manchester United last 
week, opened the scoring in 
the ninth minute with Italy's 
Ciro Ferrara adding a sec- 
ond in the 58th. 

Boksic. recently criticised 
for poor finishing, has now 
answered doubts with two 
goals in which he has 
shown all the hallmarks of a 
natural finisher. 

Against Cagliari he ran on 
to a delightful through-ball 
from Alessandro Del Piero, 
drew Swiss goalkeeper 
Marco Pascolo and drilled a 
low diagonal shot into the 
opposite corner. 

Lazkwthe dub Boksic left 
in the close season, lie bot- 
tom after stumbling to their 
second successive league 
defeat 

The Roman side lost 1-0 
at home to Udinese after 
giving away a soft penalty 
in the second half, convert- 
ed by Giovanni Bia 

Coach Zdenek Zeman 
refused to accept that 
Lazio's dire form was a 
consequence of his decision 
to dismantle last season's 
successful squad by selling 
Boksic, Roberto Di Matteo 
(to England's Chelsea) and 
Aron Winter (to Inter). 

At Atalanta, in a repeat of 
last season’s Italian Cup 
final, only a late headed 
goal from Aigentine Gabriel 
Batistuta spared Fiorentina 
from their second succes- 
sive defeat. 


Barcelona draw as Atletico slip 


MADRID (R) — Barcelona's close-season spending spree continued to pay dividends on 
Sunday when $20 million striker Ronaldo scored a spectacular individual goal at Racing 
Santander. 

But even heroics from another new signing, goalkeeper Vitor Baia, were not enough to 
keep Barcelona ahead, a defensive mistake costing Bobby Robson’s side two points and 
with it the undisputed lead in the Spanish first division. 

With seven points from three games, Barcelona lead the Spanish first division on goal 
difference from Racing and Real Sociedad. who could only manage a 1-1 draw at home to 
Sporting Gijon. while early leaders Tenerife Fell 2-0 at home to Sevilla. 

With reigning champions Atletico Madrid going down by the same score at home to 
Deportivo Coruna. Real Betis need only draw in Monday's home clash with Real Madrid 
to go top. 

Barcelona started strongly and seemed on the way to beating Racing for the first time in 
14 years after Ronaldo picked up the ball and beat three defenders before scoring from a 
tight angle. 

Baia made several superb saves as Racing fought back in the second half, but the 
Portuguese international could do nothing after Fernando Correa pounced on a mistake by 
Luis Enrique Martinez to make it 1-1. 

Another Brazilian forward, Deportivo's Rivaldo, scored in his side's win at Atletico, who 
looked tired after their midweek Champions’ League win over Steaua Bucharest 

Radomir Antic's team particularly missed injured playmakers Jose Luis Caminero and 
Kiko Narvaez. 

But two more of last year’s success stories, UEFA Cup qualifiers Valencia and Espanyol. 
picked up their first points of the season. 

A solitary' Miguel Angel Benitez goal gave Espanyol three points in the home clash with 
Valladolid, while Valencia had to be content with one after Saturday night's 1-1 draw at 
Zaragoza. 


Liverpool 
go top 


LONDON (R) — Czech 
international Patrick 
Berger scored his first two 
goals for Liverpool in a 3-0 
win at newly-promoted 
Leicester Sunday. 

The attacking midfielder, 
who came on as a second- 
half substitute for striker 
Stan Collymore, blasted 
the ball home from the 
edge of the box just before 
the hour mark after a dull 
first half. 

Nineteen minutes later he 
picked up the ball in raid- 
field, danced through the 
Leicester defence and 
slammed” the ' ball Home, 
again with his favoured left 
foot 

In between, Michael 
Thomas scored with a half- 
hit volley which Leicester’s 
American goalkeeper 
Kasey Keller fumbled into 
bis own net. 

The result took 
Liverpool, who have won a 
record 18 English League 
titles, to the top spot in the 
league, two points clear of 
overnight leaders and arch- 
rivals Manchester United. 

But they could be over- 
taken by Chelsea if the 
London club beat Aston 
Villa at Stamford Bridge 
later in the day. 

Berger, who supported 
Liverpool from a distance 
as a boy, joined the 
Merseysiders last month 
from German champions 
Borussia Dortmund for 3.0 
million pound ($4.65 mil- 
lion). 

He was pan of the Czech 
side which reached the 
final of the European 
Championship in England 
in June. 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, September 17 , 1996 



Dallas Cowboys’ running back Enunitt Smith (22) waits on a block from teammate Deion Sanders (left) as 
Indianapolis Colts* Ray Buchanan defends in the first quarter of their NFL game (Reuters photo) 


Colts kick Cowboys 25-24 to remain unbeaten 


DALLAS (R) — The Indianapolis Colts kicked their way to 
victory over the Dallas Cowboys Sunday as Cary 
Blanchard's fourth field goal, a 43-yarder with 51 seconds 
left, gave them a 25-24 win over the Super Bowl champi- 
ons. 

Cowboys kicker Chris Bom'ol had two field goal tries 
bounce away to help make Blanchard the hero for unde- 
feated Indianapolis, who trailed 21-3 in the second quarter. 

Boniol had a desperation 56-yarder hit the crossbar as 
time expired. Before the Colts' last drive, he bounced a 40- 
yard try off the left goalpost to leave the door open. 

“I came up just short,’’ Boniol said. “It was long, but just 
not long enough. It’s a bad feeling when you know you've 
hit it as well as you can, yet it's still not good enough.” 
After Boniol's botched 40-yarder, the Colts started at their 
own 30. Two plays later, quarterback Jim Harbaugh hooked 
up with tight end Ken Dilger in the right flat and Dilger 
broke two tackles on the way to a 26-yard gain to the Dallas 
43 leading to the two-minute warning. 

“The big tight end (Dilger) broke a few tackles. No way 
he should run that far off a screen pass.” said Cowboys 
coach Barry Switzer, whose team fell to 1-2. 

Harbaugh then dumped the ball to fullback Zack Crockett 
who ran to the Cowboys’ 25 to set up the winning kick. 

Indianapolis (3-0) played without starting running back 
Marshall Faulk, who sprained a toe last week against the 
jets. 

“1 don’t know what to say,” said Colts coach Lindy 
Lnfante. “We came in here nicked up and everyone was 
saying that we were gonna lose. We came together and I am 
really proud of these guys today.” 

•It was the first victory for the Colts over Dallas since a 16- 
13 victory in Super Bow! 5 in 1970. 

Harbaugh was 19-of-28 for 244 yards and two scores. 
Dallas QB Troy Aikxnan was lS-of-28 for 184 yards and a 
touchdown. 

At Green Bay. the Packers (3-0) continued to roll as Brett 
Favre threw for three touchdown passes in a 42-10 demoli- 
tion of the San Diego Chargers(2-1 ). 

Favre has a league-high 10 touchdown passes. 

Safety Leroy Butler had his fourth interception, running it 
back 90 yards for a touchdown and former Heisman trophy 
winner Desmond Howard added a punt return for a touch- 
down for the Packers, who have outscored their opponents 
1 15-26. 

In Chicago, the Vikings kept pace with green bay in the 
NFC Central by beating the Bears 20-14 to improve to 3-0. 

Scott Sisson kicked a pair of field goals in the final 7:25 
for the Vikings for the winning margin. 

Quarterback Warren Moon, who sat out last week with a 
sprained ankle, completed 22-of-44 passes for 239 yards, 
one touchdown and one interception. 

In the AFC, the Miami Dolphins remained unbeaten with 
a 36-27 win over the New York Jets (0-3). setting up a 
Monday night showdown next week with the Colts for east- 
ern supremacy. 

Dan Marino led hosts Miami to touchdowns on five 
straight possessions to erase a 14-0 deficit. 

Marino threw for 257 yards and three touchdowns. 
Rookie running back Karim Abdui-Jabbar had 124 yards. 

In Seattle, the Kansas City Chiefs also remained unbeat- 


en with a 35-17 pasting of Western Division rival Seahawks 
(0-3). 

Marcus Allen scored two touchdowns to move into sec- 
ond place on the all-time list with 1 27, ahead of Jim Brown, 
and Steve Bono threw for three touchdowns as the Chiefs 
won for the 1 6th time in their last 19 regular-season games. 

In Denver. John Elway directed yet another fourth-quarter 
comeback to keep the Broncos (3-0) unbeatean with a 27- 
23 victory over the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. 

Terrell Davis ran four yards right up the middle to cap a 
14- play. 80-yard touchdown drive led by Elway. the master 
of fourth-quarter comebacks. 

Rather than winging the ball downfield. Denver used its 
strength up front to hold the ball for just over eight minures 
as Elway handed off to Davis eight times for 50 yards. 

In Philadelphia, the Eagles (2-1) bounced back from a 
Monday night defeat with a 24-17 victory' over the Detroit 
Lions (1-2) 

Ex-Lion quarterback Rodney Peete scorched Detroit's 
secondary for 284 yards on 25-of-30 passing. The eagles 
held Barry Sanders, who had 288 rushing yards in ffis first 
two weeks* to only 49 yards. ' _ " 

At New England, the Patrioferc&S becam^tne third con- 
secutive AFC East team to humble the Arizona Cardinals 
(0-3). posting a 3 1-0 shutout. 

Drew Bledsoe completed 21-of-35 passes for 221 yards 
and three touchdowns — two to Curtis Martin, who ran for 
another. 

In Oakland, the Raiders (1-2) welcomed the return of 
quarterback Jeff Hostetler and defeated the Jacksonville 
Jaguars (1-2) 17-3. 

Hostetler went 18-of-27 for 200 yards with one touch- 
down pass and defensive tackle Jerry Ball rambled 65 yards 
with an interception for a score. 

In Cincinnati. Ki-Jana Carter scored his first NFL touch- 
down and Jeff Blake threw for 225 yards and a score as the 
Cincinnati Bengals defeated the new Orleans Saints 30-15. 
^ Cincinnati improved to 1-2, while New Orleans fell toQ- 

Ai New York. Terry Allen rushed for 146 yards and a 
touchdown and the Washington Redskins intercepted four 
passes, including a pair by Tom Carter, to beat the Giants 
3J-I0. 

The Redskins (2-1) snapped a six-game losing streak 
against New York. The Giants dropped to 0-3. 


RESULTS 


Minnesota 

20 Chicago 

14 

Cincinnati 

30 New Orleans 

15 

Green Bay 

42 San Diego 

10 

Houston 

29 Baltimore 

13 

Miami 

36 NY Jets 

• 27 

New England 

31 Arizona 

0 

Philadelphia 

24 Detroit 

17 

Indianapolis 

25 Dallas 

24 

Washington 

3 1 NY Giants 

10 

Oakland 

17 Jacksonville 

3 

Kansas City 

35 Seattle 

17 

Denver 

27 Tampa Bay 
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Feyenoord go top as PSV lose for first time 

AM5TFOnAM — uihirh fnunH rhd opf nt thi» fnr flmafct-har, r.:i I c\ ■ ... . 



AMSTERDAM (R) — 
Feyenoord Rotterdam 
beat Twente Enschede 1-0 
to top the Dutch first divi- 
sion Sunday as previous 
leaders PSV Eindhoven 
lost for the first time this 
season — 2-1 at 

Graafschap Doetinchem. 

Midfielder Jean Paul 
Van Gastel scored the 
vital goal for Feyenoord, 
fooling Twente goalkeep- 
er Sander Boschker with 
a shot from a tight angle 


which found the net at the 
near post. 

Before the match, riot 
police arrested eight fans 
during confrontations 
between followers of 
Feyenoord and those of 
nearby German ' side 
Schalke who had crossed 
die border looking for 
trouble. 

In Doetinchem, former 
Grasshopper Zurich strik- 
ers Ali Ibrahim and Eric 
Vicaal scored a goal each 


for Graafschap to termi- 
nate PSV's 100 per cent 
record. 

PSV. who appeared 
jaded after their midweek 
trip to Georgia for a Cup 
Winners' Cup clash, 
badly missed strikers 

Rene Eykelkamp and Luc 
Niiis. both sidelined 

through injury. 

They managed to pull a 
goal back through 

Brazilian striker Marcelo 
but, despite increasing 


pressure, failed to find an 
equaliser. 

Feyenoord now head 
the table on 16 points 
from PSV on 15. 
Amsterdam Ajax contin- 
ued their mini-revival by 
beating Sparta Rotterdam 
2-0 thanks to goals from 
Tijjani Babqngida and 
Finnish striker Jari 
Litmanen. Ajax, who 
beat French side Auxerre 
1-0 in the European Cup 
Champions' League on 
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Nadia Jundi ... in 
ASSASSINATION 


(ARABIC) 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


PLflZfl 


TEU 699238 ^ CINHMA~ 


Wednesday, again had 
several players missing 
injured, including captain 
Danny Blind and striker 
Patrick KluiverL The 
win took the Amsterdam 
team from ninth to sev- 
enth in the table, five 
points behind PSV. 


The Arab Cinema Surprise 

Ahmad Zaki....in 

Naser 56 


(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:45, 11:00 


TEL 677420 

CONCORD 


v- 


A. 


CONCORD “1" 

Arnold Schwarzenegger 
& Vanessa Williams ...in 

ERASER 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 
Sylvester Stallone ... in 
ASSASSINS 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


flmmoun Theatre & Cinema ^ 

TEL: 61 8274 - 618275 A 


Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 


Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 

play starts 8:30 p.m 


^abii & Hishairfs 

— TEL 625155' V ; - v"'’ 


PRESENTS 

the satirical comedy 

Arab Human Rights 

At 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155-640155 
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Finnish Tommi M a k i n en (right) and his co-driver Seppo Harjanne celebrate their 
victory at the Rally of Australia. Makinen became world champion for the first time 
and cruised through the final day of the 1^60-kilometre rally to take his fifth victory 
of the season and become the first driver to win more than half the rounds of the 
World Rally Championship in one year (Reuters photo) 

Makinen clinches world rally title 


PERTH (R) — Finland's Torami Makinen. 
became world champion for the first time 
with an emphatic victory in the Australian 
Rally Monday. 

Makinen, 32, cruised through the final 
day of the 1,560-kilometre rally to take his 
fifth victory of the season and become the 
first driver to win more than half the rounds 
of the World Rally Championship in one 
year. 

“It's an unbelievable feeling. Of course it 
was really quite a lot of pressure today, 
even though I wasn't in a hurry. The car is 
unbelievable,” declared a beaming Maki- 
nen who also became the first Mitsubishi 
driver to clinch the title. 

Makinen finished in 4 hours OS minutes 
50 seconds, 1 minute 17 seconds ahead of 
Sweden’s Kenneth Ericksson in a Subaru 
and a further four seconds ahead of former 
world champion Spaniard Carlos Sainz in a 
Ford Escort 

If Sainz had finished second he would 
have prolonged the battle for the tide until 
the San Remo rally next month. He made a 
last-gasp charge to overtake Ericksson but 
just failed by four seconds. 

Sainz though, did well to finish third after 


twice coming off the road while Eriksson 
cracked pan of his car’s transmission sys- 
tem on a massive jump and completed the 
rally leaking oil. 

Britain's Colin McRae was a subdued 
fourth, but took his first finish for Subaru in 
three months, just seconds ahead of fellow 
countryman Richard Bums. “I was never in 
the groove for the whole rally. 1 was sure I 
could have gone a lot quicker, but as soon 
as you try to alter your pace in this rally, it’s 
a risk.” commented McRae, who was anx- 
ious to finish after a spate of accidents. 
“I’m reasonably happy," said Bums who 
equalled his best Australia result in his Mit- 
subishi. 

Belgian Bruno Thiry nearly lost sixth 
place almost within sight of the finish. 
Severe electrical problems cost the Ford 
man two minutes on the final stage and the 
car stopped twice in the closing kilometres. 

Thiry only reached the end by getting his 
co-driver to clamp pan of the electrical sys- 
tem together as they threaded their way 
through the Perth traffic. 

The San Remo Rally, the next round in 
the championship starts October 13. 


Major League Soccer 

Mutiny clinch 1st place in Eastern Conference 


FOXBORO (R) — The 
Tampa Bay Mutiny won 
twice in three days to 
clinch first place in the 
Eastern Conference last 
week with the best record 
in Major League Soccer. 

The Mutiny (18-12, 54 
points) seized a 14-point 
lead over second-place' 
D.C. United (14-16). 
Tampa Bay secured first 
with a 2-1 win over the 
New England Revolution 
Thursday, then won for the 
first time in four games 
against United Sarurday. 
Martin Vasquez broke a 

1- 1 tie in the 74th minute 
to overturn the revolution. 
Two days later. Roy Las- 
siter scored his league- 
high 24th goal and Steve 
Ralston added another as 
the Mutiny blanked United 

2- 0. Colombian midfielder 
Carlos Valderrama set up 
both goals. 

The New York/New Jer- 
sey Metrostars (14-16. 36 
points) missed an opportu- 
nity to clinch a playoff 
spot in the East, falling 2-0 
to the Columbus Crew 
Sunday after beating the 
Los .Angeles Galaxy (17- 
13. 43) 3-1 at Giants Stadi- 
um Tuesday. 

U.S. Olympian Miles 
Joseph scored two goals 
and Colombian Antony De 
Avila one in Tuesday’s 
same. 

"The Crew (14-16, 34) 
won for the eighth consec- 
utive time to move into 
fourth place over New 
England as Brian McBride 
and Marcelo Carrera 
scored in the opening 14 
minutes. 

U.S. International goal- 
keeper Brad Friedel. 7-0 
since joining the team last 
month, registered his third 
shutout. 

The final week of the 
season will see New \ork, 
Columbus and New Eng- 


land scrambling for the 
final two playoff berths 
and each team has two 
games remaining. 

United hosts New Eng- 
land on Tuesday. Colum- 
bus plays at New York on 
Wednesday and then at 
New England on Saturday. 
New York also visits 
Tainpa on Saturday. 

The Galaxy regained 
first place in the Western 
Conference with a 4-2 vic- 
tory over the San Jose 
Clash ( 14-16) in Pasadena 
Sunday. 

Harm Karapetyan and 
Chris Armas scored for 
the Galaxy. Goalkeeper 


David Kramer started in 
place of Jorge Campos, 
who was in the Nets for 
Mexico’s 3-0 win over Sl 
V incent in World Cup 
qualifying. U.S. 

International Eric Wynalda 
and Paul Bravo scored for 
San Jose. 

Goalkeeper Mark Dodd 
made three consecutive 
saves in the shootout to 
give Dallas a 3-2 win over 
San Jose on Wednesday. 
The Burn rallied from a 2- 
0 deficit behind goals by 
Brian Haynes and Jason 
Kreis after ‘ Missael 
Espinosa and Ben Araho 
scored for the clash. 


CAR FOR SALE 

Dutyfree, Mitsubishi Lancer, 1993 model, 
excellent condition, 19,000 km. only, 
automatic gear, central lock, air-condition. 

Interested contact 672486 - Suha 


Costa 
beats 
Goellner 
in final 


BOURNEMOUTH (AFP) 
— Top-seeded Spaniard 
Alberto Costa came from 
behind to beat German 
Marc-Kevin Goellner 6-7, 
6-2, 6-2 in the final of the 
revived Bournemouth 
international open Sunday. 

Costa follows another 
Spanish player, Jose 

Higueras, wbo won the last 
Bournemouth tournament 
in 1983. 

Costa was a decisive win- 
ner in a mainly baseline 
duel, but not before a pro- 
tracted protest from Goell- 
ner in the fourth game of 
the final set 

Costa was leading 2-1 
and 40-30 on the German’s 
service and then hit a fierce 
forehand immediately 
called out by the line judge. 

But umpire Gerry Arm- 
strong over-niled the deci- 
sion — then awarded the 
game to Costa to give him a 
crucial 3-1 lead. 

Goellner, who has lived 
near Luton for more than 
three years, demanded that 
the umpire look at the line. 
The umpire descended, but 
stuck to his decision. 

Goellner then appeared to 
lose heart and Costa, 
world-ranked 15, won 
three of the next four 
games to win his third title 
of the year. 


Italians 
dominate 
Tour of 
Spain 


M3QRDOBA (R) — Italian 
sprinters once again domi- 
nated the Tour of Spain in 
Sunday’s ninth stage but 
bad no illusions about stay- 
ing on top when the. race 
resumes after Monday’s 
rest day and raovesyinto the 
moutains. ' 

Both stage winner Nicola 
Mioali and overall leader 
Fabio Baldato recognise 
that their rime in the spot- 
light is up. 

The rest day will come as 
a welcome break afterjune* 
stages — all decided right--'] 
on the finish line — from 
which no clear leader has 
emerged. 

With the sun s hinin g, 
much of the 162 kilometres 
between Jerez and Cordoba 
was riddeu in a carnival 
atmosphere as entire vil- 
lages turned out to pay trib- 
ute to Spanish hero Miguel 
Indurain. 

Indurain has not ridden 
the vuelta since 1991, the 
year he shot to prominence 
by winning the first of five 
Tours de France. 


Abu Shakra/Ppromark introduces Calvin Klein’s new scent 


The Jordanian perfumes mar- 
ket has been craving for the 
arrival of American world - 
renowned Calvin Klein's scents 
, the most widely sold perfumes 
world wide until fortunately die 
Abu Shakra Trading Agency 
has satisfied the local markets 
demands and desires of these 
world famous scents . 

Mr. Ra’ed Abu Shakra has 
announced the introduction of 
the Calvin Klein's perfumes to 
the local market and has dis- 
played these products at a 
selected number of perfumes 
stores around Amman and 
announced the introduction at a 
special celebration organised by 
the Abu Shakra Trading Agency 
at the Amman Mariotl hotel . 

Mr. Ra'ed Abu Shakra and Mr. 
Joseph Fraiha who represents 
Calin Klein held a press confer- 
ence attended by Abdul Hamid 
Abu Shakra and Mr. Rami Abu 



Shakra during which they out- 
lined the history and the activi- 
ties of this company, world 
famous in the world of of fash- 
ion and perfumes . 

Ra'ed Abu Shakra reviewed 
before the press the range of 
perfumes currently on sale like 
Option, Escape and Eternity for 
men and women and finally the 
CK One, a men and women 
perfume, whose sales have bro- 
ken all records. 


At the press conference, Mr. 
Joseph Fraiha reviewed the 
biography of Calvin Klein, the 
designer and his world wide 
success. 

Ra'ed Abu Shakra thanked the 
audience for attending the con- 
ference stressing that Abu 
Shakra Trading Agency will pur- 
sue its efforts to remain a lead- 
ing firm in the world of perfumes 
and fashion. 


CAR FOR SALE 
"UNPAID DUTY" 

EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY 
VT 2000 CC FULLY AUTOMATIC 1993 
PRICE JD 4500 


TEL 865167 - 821884 


SECRETARY WANTED 

A liaison office in Amman is seeking to employ a secretary 
or executive secretary with the following qualifications: 

* Fluent in English language * Minimum experience of 3 
years in related field * Computer knowledge * Jordanian 
nationality. 

Interested candidates should send their CV 
(including contact point) to Fax No. 684313 


Perec going for world record 


TOKYO (AFP) — Double 
Olympic champion Marie- 
Jose Perec of France won 
the 200-metre dash at the 
Tokyo international athlet- 
ics meeting Monday and 
vowed to go for a world 
record when she takes her 
explosive talent to the 400- 
metre hurdles next season. 

“Honestly, I want to break 
the world record. I will 
resume training in late 
October and concentrate on 
the technical aspects of hur- 
dling,” the 28-year-old said 

Guadeloupe-born Perec, 
who doubles as a fashion 
model, was speaking after 
her effortless win in the 
200-metre dash at the 
Tokyo meet, a cash-laden 
finale to the season. 


The winner of the Adanta 
Olympics 200-metre and 
400-metre runs surged 
ahead after the bend and - 
broke away from Nigerian 
Choima Ajunwa and Amer- 
ican Inger Miller with 50 
metres to go. 

She slowed her pace 
before the finish and won in 
22.59sec, off her personal 
best of 21.99. Ajunwa fol- 
lowed home 0.06sec behind 
and Miller, fourth at 
Atlanta, came in third 
0.09sec further back. 

“Looking back at the sea- 
son, I think I could have 
broken a world record if I 
raced in tbe 400m hurdles 
after Atlanta,” Perec said. 
“Then, again, it has been a 
very tight season in which I 


competed in so many races, 
15 to IS altogether. And it 
would have been impossi- 
ble." 

Her victory lap wowed 
the 51.400-strong crowd at 
the national stadium where 
her world-beating career 
came into bloom with the 
400-metre victory at the 
1991 World Champi- 
onships. 

She waved her hand with 
a bouquet of flowers in her 
arm, smiling. 

“I am somehow surprised 
by their reaction. But I am 
happy to see them give me 
such a big hand,” she said. 

Perec has yet to decide 
whether to compete indoors 
because her height at ISO 
centimetres (6 feet) would 


be a liability cm a shorter 
track and “I don't want to 
compete if there is no 
chance for me to win.” 

Dressed in a black T-shirt 
and her black hair clipped 
back into a bob, Perec was 
braced for a storm of sorts 
at the end of what she 
called an “extraordinary 
season." 

She is going back to 
Guadeloupe from here for 
her routine post-season 
homecoming trip to the 
French Caribbean island. 

“I will spend a week 
there. Everybody is waiting 
for me and 2 will meet them 
all," she said. “I know I 
won’t be able to relax 
myself." 




JL 



IRL drivers Eddie Cheever (left) and Brad Murphey hit the wail in turn two on the 29th lap of the ‘Las Vegas 
500* Indy Racing League race. Murphey was airlifted to a local hospital with a possible broken leg (Renters 
photo) 


Late rally gives Dodgers victory over Cardinals 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Tim 

WaUacb, capped- a. fqur-run, 

eighth-inning rally , with ! a 
two-run single- as the Los 
Angeles Dodgers main- 
tained a half-game lead in 
the National League West 
with a 6-5 victory over the 
Sl Louis Cardinals. 

.The Dodgers took three of 
four from the Central-Divi- 
sion leaders and have won 
six of their last seven overall 
to remain ahead of second- 
place San Diego in tbe west. 

“This was a big-league 
heartbreaker,” said Cards 
manager Tony La Russa. 
Tbe Cardinals have lost four 
of five but maintained their 
2 1/2 game lead over Hous- 
ton. 

In San Diego, Joey Hamil- 
ton and Willie Blair com- 
bined on an' eight-hitter as 
San Diego . blanked the 
Cincinnati Reds 8-0. 

In-New York.'Tom Glavine 
allowed two runswer 8 2/3 
innings and Chipper Jones 
had a pair of RBI singles as 
tbe Atlanta Braves ended 


their season-high six-game 
.losing streakx-with. a 3-2 win 
over the New York Mets.' 

-4 The Brdute^uiho snapped 
a 1 0-game road losing 
streak, reduced their magic 
number to nine for clinching 
a fifth straight division title. 
They lead Montreal by 5 1/2 
games in the National 
League East. . 

In Montreal, A1 Leiter 
combined with two relievers 
on a six-hitter and Jeff 
Conine homered and drove 
in two runs as the Florida 
Marlins held on for a 4-3 
victory over the Montreal 
Expos to avoid a four-game 
sweep. 

At Colorado, Andres 
Galarraga homered twice 
and had four RBI as the Col- 
orado Rockies woo their 
eighth straight, 11-4 over 
the Houston Astros. 

Houston has lost three 
straight and J 1 of 15 to fall 
three games behind first- 
place Sl Louis in the NL 
Central. 

In San Francisco, the Pitts- 


burgh. Pirates scored six 
/..times ip. tbe 1 0th. inning- then 
withstood a four-run -Giants 
rally in their half to take an 
1 1-9 victory and complete a 
doubleheader sweep. 

In the nightcap. Giants star 
Barry Bonds stole his 30th 
base, joining the 30-30 (at 
least 30 homers and 30 
steals in a season) club for 
the fourth time. Only his 
father. Bobby, who achieved 


the feat five times, has done 

itnp.Qrtr» j!i; . WM’i . 

In Chicago, Benito Santia- 
go homeffifll three timesTaiid 
drove in all six runs and 
Curt Schilling tossed his 
league-leading seventh com- 
plete game as the Philadel- 
phia I%illies beat the Chica- 
go Cubs 6-1. 

Santiago led off the sec- 
ond against Kevin Foster (7- 
4) with his 27th homer. 
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Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Ground floor, 25p sq.m., 3 bedrooms (one 
master), 3 toilets, a large salons, kitchen, central 
heating, telephone, surrounded by nice garden. 

Please call 079-35899 or 703503 after 7 p.m. 


CORRECTION 

ELEGANT APARTMENT ^RrREjar 

In yesterday's issue, “Bright roof; apt" of owner's 
villa" should be read "Bright roof apt of owner's villa" 
Tel: 699449 (after 3:00 p.m.) 


CAR FOR SALE 
Duty Unpaid 

Toyota Corolla, 1992, 1.6, 16V, 4 doors, A/C, 
Radio Cassette. Low mileage (33,000 km). 
JD4,500 negotiable.Available. 

For more information please call 

823100-ext. 204 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Ground floor, 250 sq.m., 3 bedrooms (one 
I master), 3 toilets, 2 large salons, kitchen, 
(central heating, telephone, surrounded by 
nice garden. 

Please call 079-35899 or 703503 after 7 p.m. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Adjacent one floor flat, consists of 2 bedrooms, 
sitting, living and dining rooms, with a porch, 
small garden, separate central heating and 
telephone. Located at Al-Rasheed area, near 
Jordan University. 

Please call 671860 













1) Location: Tla' Al Aii area (end of Gardens 
Street). Description: Area 21 8 sq.m., ground 
floor, 3 bedrooms (one master), large salon and 
living room, central heating, telephone, 400 
sq.m, garden and garage for 2 cars. 

2) Location: Jaba! Luweibdeh. Description: 
Area 340 sq.m., 3 bedrooms, maid's room, 2 big 
salons, garden, central heating. 

For more information call 885019 
between 9 a.m. - 12 noon 



JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 
CO., LTD. 

ANNOUNCES THE INVITATION TO 
TENDER NO: 25 F/96 
JPMC announces the invitation to bid No. 
25F/96, for the supply of:- 

(( Road vacuum sweeper, vehicle, 

Qty (1) unit )) 

For Fertiliser Complex/Aqaba 
The tender documents are available at JPMC 
offices in Amman, Supply Department, until 2:00 
p.m. local time Monday 7th October 1996. 
Application for documents should be 
accompanied by a non-refundable fee of JD(15) 
for each set of tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 12:00 
hours local time Tuesday 15th October 1996. 

Sameh Madam 

Managing Director 
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Syria and Israel exchange 
messages on army moves 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Syria 
and Israel have reassured 
each other through U.S. 
mediators that troop move- 
ments by their respective 
forces were of a non- 
aggressive nature, newspa- 
pers here reported Monday 

Yediot Aharonot said the 
Israeli government stressed 
in a message to the Syrian 
leadership last week that it 
hod “no intention of attack- 
ing Syrian forces either in 
Lebanon or Syria.” 

In response, Damascus 
said a redeployment of its 
forces in Lebanon in recent 
days had no aggressive 
objectives. 

Israel’s internal security 
minister, Avigdor Kahalani, 
also dismissed the risk of a 
full-blown confrontation 
between the Middle East 
armies. He said Syrian 
troop movements in 
Lebanon were ‘"not of an 
offensive nature.” 

Despite the reported 
assurances, Israel Radio 
said Monday that Israeli 
forces along the Jewish 
state's northern border and 
in occupied South Lebanon 
had taken “precautionary 
measures.” It did not elabo- 
rate. 

Uzi Landau, chairman of 
parliament's defence com- 


mittee. said that although 
there appeared to be no 
imminent threat to Israel, 
“we must do all we can to 
monitor these (Syrian) 
movements to avert surpris- 
es. because in the Middle 
East anything can happen." 

Since August. Syria has 
been moving troops in 
Lebanon. Last week, the 
Syrians abandoned several 
military positions in Beirut. 

Citing information from 
Lebanon, the Israeli press 
said the Syrian troops have 
relocated in the Bekaa 
Valley in eastern Lebanon 
and that there has been no 
reduction in the overall size 
of the Syrian contingent. 

Syria maintains some 
35,000 soldiers in Lebanon 
ostensibly as peacekeepers 
to prevenr the resurgence of 
civil war. 

In Beirut, sources said the 
government had been 
advised of the Syrian plans. 
But it has not officially 
commented on the develop- 
ment. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu said 
Friday his government was 
monitoring "very closely" 
the Syrian troop move- 
ments. 

Syrian-Israeli relations 
have been marred with dis- 


trust since Mr. Netanyahu, 
leader of . Israel’s hardline 
Likud, was elected prime 
minister in May. 

Their peace talks, 
launched in October 1991. 
have been stalled over 
Syrian demands that the 
new Israeli government 
commit itself to a land-for- 
peace settlement. 

Mr. Netanyahu has ruled 
out major territorial conces- 
sions. 

He says his government 
will not relinquish the 
Golan Heights, occupied in 
the 1967 Middle East war 
— Syria’s precondition for 
ending a half-century state 
of war between the two 
countries. 

SLA attack 

Militiamen of the Israeli- 
backed South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) on Monday 
fired mortar rounds into the 
Syrian-controlled Bekaa 
Valley, security sources 
said. 

The firing with mortars 
and machineguns came 
from SLA positions in 
Zimraya, Kawkaba and 
Zagla on the eastern edge of 
Israel’s self-styled "security 
zone.” in South Lebanon. 



Pro-Syrians win Bekaa elections 
after last-minute surge in voting 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Pro- 
Syrian candidates almost 
made a clean sweep of 
Lebanon's last round of par- 
liamentary elections in the 
eastern Bekaa Valley, 
according to unofficial 
results on Monday. 

The parliamentary bloc of 
the Iranian-backed Hizbollah 
|bst three seats overall in the 
five rounds of region-by- 
region polling. 

The Interior Ministry said 
voter turnout reached 52 per 
cent in the Syrian-controlled 
Bekaa Valley on Sunday, 
after a last-hour rush at 
polling stations. 

Twenty-two out of the 23 
candidates on a Damascus- 
imposed joint list between 
the pro-Syrian Amal. a secu- 
lar Shiite group, and 
Hizbollah won seats in the 
Bekaa, the unofficial results 
showed 

Amal candidate Housing 
Minister Mahmoud Abou 
Ham dan. with 104,065 
votes, ranked first followed 
by Defence Minister Mohsen 
Dalloul. with 97.450. 

The only non-coalition 
member to win at the polls, 
completing Lebanon's 128- 
member parliament, was 


Ismail Sukkariyeh, who is 
close to Prime Minister Rafic 
Hariri but also a pro-Syrian 
figure. 

All three Hizbollah mem- 
bers on the list won along 
with two supporters, bring- 
ing its total to nine in the 
elections since Aug. 18. 
down from a bloc of 12 seats 
including non-members 
close to the party in the 1992 
elections. 

Also among the list's win- 
ners were Elie Skaff, a 
Greek-Catholic popular with 
Muslims and Christians, for- 
mer parliament speaker 


Hussein Husseini and 
President Elias Hrawi’s 
nephew. Khalil Hrawi, 
according to unofficial 
results. 

The official results are 
expected on Tuesday. 

Overall turnout in the 
country's polls was 44 per 
cent, against 30 per cent at 
the last elections which were 
largely boycotted by 

Christian parties opposed to 
Syria's influence in 

Lebanon. 

The turnout in the Bekaa 
was the highest in the whole 
elections, staged on succes- 
sive Sundays. 


Paris ends UTA blast 
probe, targets Libya 


PARIS iR} — France's top 
anti- terrorism judge will this 
week complete an investiga- 
tion into the bombing of a 
French airliner over the Sahara 
in 1989. and urge that four 
Libyan officials be tried in 
absentia, civil plaintiffs said. 

Seven years to the day after 
the downing of a French UTA 
airlines DC- 10 over Niger. 
Judge Jean Louis Bruguiere 
will on Thursday brief families 
of the 170 victims in Paris, and 
show them the painstakingly 
reconstructed airliner. 

Victims' representatives con- 
trasted the way the French 
probe swiftly found the crash 
was no accident with the ago- 
nisingly slow search to find out 
what brought down TWA 
Flight 800 off Long Island in 
July, killing 230 people. 

“Judge Bruguiere is going to 
give us an account of his July 
trip to Libya and he will 
announce the investigation is 
finished and passed on to pub- 
lic prosecutors." Francoise 
Rudetski, head of the victims ’ 
SOS Attentats Association, 
told Reuters. “He will also 
take those relatives and friends 
who wish ir to see the recon- 
struction of the airliner at the 
military airport of Le Bourget 
(outside Paris I."' she said. 

Sources close rn the investi- 
gation said Mr. Bruguiere was 
likely to recommend a trial in 
absentia for the four suspects 
whose arrest he has sought. 


including Abdullah Senoussi. a 
brother-in-law of Libya's 
Colonel Muammar Qadhafi 
identified as a senior intelli- 
gence official. 

The other suspects are 
Abdullah Elozragh, a diplomat 
working in Brazzaville at the 
time, and alleged secret agents 
Ibrahim Nadi and Musbah 
Arbas. 

The destruction of the DC- 
10, in which nationals of more 
than a dozen countries were 
killed, occurred at the height of 
tension between France and 
Libya over Chad, where the 
two countries* armies dashed 
repeatedly in the 1970s and 
1980s. After a first fruitless 
attempt to enter Libya aboard a 
French warship in 1992, Mr. 
Bruguiere got to Tripoli in July 
under armed escort and ques- 
tioned some 40 people on the 
DC- 10. 

During the July 5-16 visit, 
the Libyan secret service hand- 
ed him a U.S.-made Samsonite 
suitcase which was full of pen- 
trile. the same kind of explo- 
sive used in the bombing. 

Libyan officials told the 
judge it had been found in 
1990 at the home of opponents 
of Col. Qadhafi, but he was not 
convinced. 

"It was identical to the suit- 
case used in the bombing. We 
know that because of the Suit- 
case fragments we found in the 
tenere desert." one investiga- 
tion source said. 


The Bekaa figures beat the 
48 per cent for south 
Lebanon, mount Lebanon’s 
45 per cent, north Lebanon’s 
40 per cent and Beirut's 31 
per cent, the Interior 
Ministry said. 

Amal and Hizbollah also 
ran a joint list in south 
Lebanon on Sept 8, in a 
Syrian bid; to -avoid troublq 
between the two traditional 
rivals in the Shiite communi- 
ty- 

interior Minister Michel 
Murr had put the bekaa 
turnout at 37.2 per cent at the 
end of Sunday’s polling, but 
be later revised the figure to 
52 per cent. Officials said 
thousands were still in 
polling stations in a last-hour 
rush. 

“The big surprise was that 
polling continued for two 
hours after the closure to 
allow voters who were still in 
polling stations to vote. This 
is a precedent in the histoiy 
of Lebanese legislative elec- 
tions," said A1 Nahar news- 
paper. 

Under Lebanon’s confes- 
sional quota system, parlia- 
mentary seats are divided 
equally between the Muslim 
and Christian communities. 


U.S. asks 
World Court 
to throw out 
Iranian case 

THE HAGUE (R) — The 
United States urged the 
International Court of Justice 
on Monday to throw out a 
case in which Iran is seeking 
compensation for destruction 
of three offshore oil platforms 
by U.S. warships almost 10 
years ago. 

The disputed events date 
back to the final stages of the 
1980-88 war between Iran and 
Iraq when the U.S. sent naval 
forces to the Gulf to protect 
international shipping. 

Iran has asked the U.N. 
coun to rule that the attacks on 
the oil platforms in October 
1987 and April 19SS violated 
international law and that the 
U.S. should pay damages. 

But Washington says the 
strikes were a legitimate mili- 
tary response to attacks on a 
U.S. frigate and an oil tanker 
sailing under the U.S. flag. 

In his opening statement 
U.S. State Department lawyer 
Michael Matheson said 
Washington had acted in law- 
ful defence of its forces, its 
nationals and U.S. registered 
ships. 

“We would be prepared to 
establish that the Iranian plat- 
forms in question were 
destroyed because of their use 
to facilitate Iranian attacks on 
neutral shipping, including 
U.S. warships and merchant 
vessels," he said. 


DISABLED HONOURED FOR ACHIEVEMENT: Deputising for His Majesty King 
Hussein, His RoyaJ Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent on Monday confers 
upon Jordanian athlete Imad AJ Garbawi the A1 Hussein Gold Medal at a ceremo- 
ny held at the Royal Court attended by Chief Chamberlain Prince Ra’d Ben Zeid. 
The athlete won Jordan a silver medal at Atlanta Paralympics (Petra photo) 


U.S. airlifts allied Iraqi Kurds 
to Guam before resettlement 


DIYARBAJOR ( AFP) — The 
United States on Monday 
started evacuating 2,500 Iraqi 
Kurds to the Pacific island of 
Guam, via Turkey, to spare 
them from any reprisals by 
Baghdad after the latest fight- 
ing in northern Iraq. 

The Kurdish refugees — 
who will ultimately go to the 
United States — were either 
employees at U.S. facilities in 
the no-fly zone set up by the 
allies after the Gulf war or 
their family members. Their 
jobs ranged from drivers and 
cooks to interpreters, though 
some likely worked for the 
U.S. Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) in its failed 
attempt to oust Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein by covert 
means. 

They are being moved out 
of northern Iraq because of 
fears of reprisals after Kurds 
backed by Baghdad seized 
most of northern Iraq from a . 
rival Iraqi Kurdish faction. 

A first group of 337 
refugees, including many chil- 
dren and old people, wase 
flown out Monday. Frank 
Ricciardone, the number two 
at the U.S. embassy in 
Ankara, said the entire evacu- 
ation should take about a 
week. 

The effort coincided with a 
visit to Ankara by U.S. 
Defence Secretary William 
Perry, who flew in from Saudi 
Arabia as part of a tour to rally 
regional states to support 


Washington's strategy against 
Baghdad. 

One of his first meetings 
was with Foreign Minister 
Tansu Ciller who immediately 
ruled out letting Washington 
use the lncirlik air base in 
southern Turkey for any new 
air strikes against Iraq. 

lncirlik is also the official 
headquarters for the allied 
Military Coordination Centre 
(MCC). set up in northern Iraq 
in 1991 as part of Operation 
Provide Comfort to protect 
Iraqi Kurds after Baghdad's 
defeat in the Gulf war. Many 
of the Kurds being evacuated 
this week were MCC employ- 
ees. 

The Kurds will be flown out 
of this southern city and the 
first group of 337 evacuees 
waited early Monday at the 
airport to board their U.S.- 
chartered DC- 10 civilian 
plane for the flight to Guam, 
where the United States has a 
military base. They arrived 
Sunday night and were to 
have left immediately but a 
"technical incident" delayed 
their flight. said Mr. 
Ricciardone who was here' to 
oversee matters. 

A second group of at least 
300 Kurdish refugees was en 
route Monday to Diyarbakir. 
The security chief at the 
Habur border crossing said 
about 1,500 Kurdish refugees 
had already crossed the border 
by Monday. 

Mr. Ricciardone said the 


Report censures U.S. 
military in Saudi blast 


WASHINGTON (API — 
Military leaders erred in plac- 
ing U.S. troops in an urban 
apartment complex in Saudi 
Arabia that proved highly vul- 
nerable to terrorist attack, 
according to an investigative 
report released Monday. 

A special commission head- 
ed by retired special forces 
General Wayne Downing is 
bluntly critical of security fail- 
ures prior to the June 25 
bombing in Saudi Arabia that 
killed 19 U.S. airmen. 

The report cites confusion in 
the chain of command, a lack 
of clear guidance on force pro- 
tection from the Pentagon, and 
uncertainty over what steps a 
local commander can take to 
protect his forces. 

“It is a candid report.” said 
Kenneth Bacon, the Pentagon 
spokesman who has reviewed 
the findings of the 40-member 
team headed by Gen. 
Downing. "It points out a num- 
ber of ways we can strengthen 
force protection by improving 
command and control relation- 
ships. specifying or giving 
more authority to local task 
force commanders to protect 
their forces, clarifying DoD 
l Department of Defence) guid- 
ance and directives, increasing 

funding, dealing with host 
nations." 

The Downing investigation 
has already prompted action by 
Defence Secretary William 
Perry, including the relocation 
of most U.S. forces in Saudi 
Arabia from the urban setting 
in which they were attacked to 
a remote military base, 

U.S. troops supporting the 
no-fly zone enforcement over 
southern Iraq, "probably 
shouldn’t have been in Khobar 
Towers in the first place," said 
Mr. Bacon, referring to the 
apartment complex that was 
the target of the terrorist truck 
bombing. “They should not 
have been in an urban environ- 
ment where it’s difficult to 


secure the forces." 

Mr. Bacon said the report 
does not specifically criticise 
Mr. Perry. 

Mr. Perry has sent President 
Bill Clinton a letter outlining 
several force protection initia- 
tives already adopted as well 
as others that will soon be 
enacted. 

Already, ihe bulk of ihe U.S. 
force in Saudi Arabia has been 
relocated to al Kahij. a seclud- 
ed base visited on Saturday by 
Mr. Perry during a swing 
through the Mideast. 

In addition. Mr. Perry has 
named Gen. ShaJikashvjli. 
chairman of the joint chiefs-of- 
siaff. as the “focal point” for 
all force protection and 
counter-terrorism issues that 
confront the military. Mr. 
Bacon said. General 
Shalikashvili will establish a 
special office on the military 
joint staff to coordinate and 
monitor force protection 
throughout the military. 

Much of the Downing inves- 
tigation focused on rwo issues 
surrounding the attack on the 
U.S. residential complex at 
Khobar Towers in Dhahran, 
Saudi Arabia: the ability of ter- 
rorists to park a truck on a pub- 
lic street 25 metres from one 
of the apartment buildings; 
and the apparently slow 
response to intelligence warn- 
ing of such an attack. 

Army General Binford Peay 
FM. head of the U.S. Central 
Command responsible for 
troops deployed in Saudi 
Arabia, testified earlier this 
year that fiscal limitations 
forced delays in implementing 
improvements, such as cover- 
ing windows with shatter- 
resistant plastics. Mr. Bacon, 
however, said the report shows 
that "no funds were ever 
denied for force protection 
measures. People may not 
have asked for certain funds, 
but no funds were ever 
denied." 


2.500 evacuees will remain in 
Guam, where they will be reg- 
istered as refugees, for two to 
three months before being 
taken to the United States. 

They were being flown out 
on planes Washington char- 
tered from the International 
Organisation for Migrations, 
he said. 

The first group, looked tired 
and worn out, arrived on a 
fleet of buses after a 10-hour 
journey from Zakho, the last 
Iraqi town before the Turkish 
border. They had to cross the 
Habur.border post on foot and 
were met on the 'Turkish side 
of the border by officials of 
the U.S. Agency for 
International Development. 

They were surrounded at the 
airport by Turkish police and 
security guards, who blocked 
journalists from conducting 
interviews or taking photos. 

Informed sources in Ankara 
said Washington has asked the 
Turkish government to shelter 
the refugees for the 45 days 
needed' to complete formali- 
ties but Ankara reportedly 
agreed only to a seven-day 
transit period. Though die 
majority of evacuees worked 
at the military coordination 
centre at lncirlik, others were 
employed by the U.S. Office 
for Foreign Disaster 
Assistance. 


Israel to 
allow in 
total of 
50,000 
Palestinians 

OCCUPIED JERUSAL- 
EM (AFP) — Israel will 
allow 13,000 more 
Pales tinians to return to 
their jobs inside the Jewish 
state in stages, increasing 
the total to 50,000. Israeli 
Finance Minister Dan 
Meridor said Monday. 

Mr. Meridor made the 
announcement after meet- 
ing Palestinian Commerce 
Minister Maher Al Masri in 
Jerusalem at the first ple- 
nary session of the joint 
Israeli -Palestinian econom- 
ic commission. 

"A number of 50,000 
Palestinian workers is the 
current objective, and 
Israel has no interest in 
increasing it further later if 
security remains stable." 
Mr. Meridor told reporters. 

Israeli authorities bad 
said several times in past 
weeks that 50,000 workers 
would be allowed in to 
work in Israel and East 
Jerusalem. 

Currently their number is 
held at 37.000 amid the 
closure imposed on the 
West Bank and Gaza since 
late February after a series 
of anti-Israeli suicide 
bombings by Palestinian 
militants which left 58 peo- 
ple dead. 

Mr. Meridor and Mr. 
Masri also created working 
groups to examine debts 
owed by Israel and the 
Palestinian National 
Authority to each other as 
well as ways to ease the 
movement of Palestinian 
merchandise and business- 
men. 

Mr. Masri came out 
against the continuation of 
the closure, saying, 
“poverty is not a factor that 
fosters the peace process. 
Poverty will always work 
against this process.” On 
Wednesday, Israel opened a 
third border crossing with 
Gaza to workers amid 
measures to ease the clo- 
sure. The Sufa crossing had 
previously been for mer- 
chandise only. 



54 referred to court 
for south riot trials 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The files of 
54 people out of 144 who 
were questioned in connec- 
tion with last month's 
unrest in the south have 
been transferred to the judi- 
cial authorities for trial. 
Information Minister 
Marwan Muasher said 
Monday. 

The minister, in a weekly 
briefing for the press, said 
investigations were com- 
plete into all cases and 
appropriate action would be 
raken in due course in 
respect of the rest of the 144 
who are also expected to be 
charged in court. 

Dr. Muasher declined fur- 
ther comment on the issue. 
"The role of the executive 
authority is over in this 
affair." he said. “Now ii is 
up to the judiciary to 
decide” and make its own 
judgement, he added. 

Earlier. Dr. Muasher said 
that 38 of the 144 who face 
charges were members of 
political parties who were 
found to have been either 
involved directly in the 
riots and sabotage against 
public and private property 
or have instigated the Aug. 
16 and 17 unrest. Others 
were allegedly found to 
have taken direct pan in the 
riots and rampage. 

Local news reports said, 
meanwhile, a senior leader 
of the Jordan Arab Baath 
Socialist Party (JABSP), 
Omar Abul Ragheb, has 
been released on a 
JD20.000 bail. The reports 
said Mr. Abul Ragheb was 
granted bail in view of his 
had health, 

The pro-Iraq JABSP is 
one of the political parties 
that officials have accused 
of having played a role in 
instigating the riots. 


Tayseer Homsi, the party’s 
general secretary, and sev- 
eral others remain in deten- 
tion pending trial. Journalist 
Fuad Hussein, a reporter for 
the Al Aswaq daily, is one 
of the party members being 
held. 

Other parries reportedly 
involved in the unrest 
include the leftist Jordan 
People's Democratic Party 
and the Jordanian 
Communist Party. Some 
members and supporters of 
these parties are also in 
detention. 

All parties have denied 
that they were behind the 
unrest. 

The weekly Al Majd 
reported, meanwhile, that 
intervention by two promi- 
nent Islamic Action Front 
lLAF) deputies, Bassam 
Emoush and Abdullah 
Akaileh. had resulted in the 
release of several people 
detained in connection with 
the unrest. 

The weekly said the 
release came after Dr. 
Emoush. head of the Public 
Freedoms Committee of 
Parliament, made a direct 
appeal to the director of the 
General Intelligence 
Department. It named "those 
already released as Ahmad 
Sharkawi. Samir Qudah. 
Saleh Ghzawi, Samir 
Dmour and Odetailah 
Habashneh and said two 
others would be released 
soon on bail. 

Also freed, according to 
Al Majd. was Isam Najjar 
whom the weekly described 
as an activist close to the 
Palestinian Islamic 

Resistance Movement. 
Hamas. 

Al Majd said Dr. Emoush 
had also appealed for the 
release of Adel Habba. 
Abdullah Abu Roumraan 
and Haitham Bailoutah. 


Philadelphia 
orchestra strikes 
on eve of season 

PHILADELPHIA (R) — The 
103 musicians of the 
Philadelphia Orchestra voted 
Sunday to strike over a con- 
tract dispute, forcing cancel- 
lation of Tuesday’s season- 
opening gala. Musicians 
planned to begin picketing 
the famed Academy of Music 
Monday morning in the first 
strike by the orchestra play- 
ers in 30 years. Bob Bedard, 
spokesman for the musicians, 
said Sunday "management 
has already called to seek a 
resumption of negotiations." 
The key issue is the fate of a 
$6,000 annual “electronic 
media guarantee." a share of 
orchestra's income from 
radio performances and 
recordings. The orchestra 
currently has neirher a 
recording contract nor regu- 
lar broadcasts and manage- 
ment’s final offer included 
only a one-year guarantee of 
$2,000. The offer included a 
10 per cent raise in the 
$72,000 base salary over 
three years, according to 
orchestra board chairman 
Peter Benoliel. Mr. Bedard 
said: “This is not about 
money. The musicians are 
asking the orchestra to pro- 
tect its own future.” He said 
that without a record contract 
and regular broadcasts the 
orchestra would lose an 
entire generation of new lis- 
teners and had previously 
accused management of 
“failing to guarantee (hat this 
will not become a second rate 
orchestra.” The orchestra has 
cancelled its schedule 
through Sept. 24. advising 
ticket holders to trade them in 
for cash or hold them for a 
future concert. 

8-fetus woman 
loses custody 
of 5-year-old son 

LONDON (AFP) — A 
divorced mother. 18 weeks 
pregnant with eight fetuses 
after fertility treatment, has 
lost a court battle for custody 
of her five-year-old son, it 
was reported Monday. 
Mandy Allwood, 31, lost cus- 
tody of her son, Charles, to 
his father. Simon Pugh, 33, 
from whom Allwood was 
divorced two years ago, but 
she retains weekend visiting 
rights, press reports said 
Allwood made headlines 
around the world this sum- 
mer when she announced she 
intended to give birth to all 
eight babies she was carry- 
ing, despite medical advice 
that most should be aborted 
to ensure survival of one or 
two. Doctors told her so- 
called selective abortion was 
standard practice in cases of 
multiple pregnancy resulting 
from fertility drugs, and that 
attempting to carry all eight 
to term could endanger her 
health and that of the babies. 
All wood's case drew bitter 
criticism after the disclosure 
that a tabloid newspaper was 
buying the exclusive rights to 
her story on a sliding scale 
depending on how many of 
the babies were born alive. 
Her case was further compli- 
cated with the disclosure that 
Allwood’s partner and father 
of the eight fetuses was also 
father of another family and 
was dividing his time 
between the two. 

Feuding Oasis 
cancel concerts 

SYDNEY (AH 3 ) — Feuding 
British rock band Oasis have 
now cancelled their first tour 
of Australia and New Zeal- 
and, their promoters anno- 
unced Monday. Creative Ent- 
ertainment said it was 
extremely disappointed" to 
announce it had been advised 
to cancel all Oasis events in 
Australia and New Zealand. 
Britain s top pop group 
pulled out of an American 
tour last week amidst reports 
of a bitter dispute over mo- 
ney between brothers Noel 
and Liam Gallagher. The 
group was to have played 
here in November and Deco- ( 

mber following the American 

lour, cancelled when song- 
writer Noel Gallagher flew 
home alone from North 
Carolina. The band's record 
company. Creation Records 
said the band had returned 
to England. 
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